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Sarjis stages showdown in Panchagarh
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toured all five upazilas of 
Panchagarh, making his 
presence known with a 
showdown.

Sarjis, who hails from 
Atwary upazila of the 
district, arrived at Saidpur 
Airport at around 11:30am, 
where his close associates 
were waiting for him with 
several vehicles. After 
speaking to journalists at 
the airport, he set off for 
Panchagarh.

By noon, he reached the 
Farmgate area of Debiganj 
upazila, where NCP leaders 
and activists from all five 
upazilas of the district 
welcomed him with a 
motorcade. 

From there, Sarjis made 
his way to Bijoy Chattar 
in Debiganj, where he 
addressed a rally. After that, 
he visited Boda, Tetulia, 
and Panchagarh Sadar 
upazilas. The programme 
concluded with an iftar 
party at his home upazila, 
Atwary.

While crossing the 
Fourth Bangladesh-China 
Friendship Bridge over 

the Karatoa River near 
Debiganj, Sarjis paid a 
toll of Tk 5,000 for his 
motorcade.

Babu, toll collector of 
the bridge, told Bangla 
daily Prothom Alo, “We 
were informed that there 
were 135 vehicles in total. 
Altogether, they paid us Tk 
5,000 in tolls.”

Mohammad Asif, a 
microbus driver from 
Atwari upazila, said, “I 
can’t confirm the exact 
number of vehicles, but it 
could be over 150. Each of 
the vehicles was hired for 
Tk 7,000.”

Before leaving the 
airport for Panchagarh, 
Sarjis said a vested group 
is spreading rumours to 
rehabilitate Awami League, 
but people must remain 
vigilant and counter these 
falsehoods.

“Not only the army; 
no one should attempt 
to impose any version of 
Awami League’s narrative 
on this country anymore,” 
he said.

“We expect that the 
army will uphold the 

respect it commands as an 
institution. We never want 
to see its involvement in the 
country’s internal politics,” 
he added.

During the rally at 
Debiganj, he said, “We 
(NCP) do not want to 
present ourselves before 
you by making promises. 
We want to show our work, 
and for this, we seek the 
opportunity to do so.”

“We believe that in the 
upcoming Bangladesh, 
people will not cast a vote 
based on the party name or 
any symbol. They will vote 
by observing the character 
of a person, what they are 
doing, and how well their 
actions align with their 
words,” he said.

He said, “If we make 
mistakes, you can correct 

us, and we are always ready 
to listen.”

“But you must ensure to 
no longer follow any party 
or symbol blindly. If you 
remain a blind follower, 
no one will value your 
opinion,” he also said.

He also said, “We 
have witnessed various 
injustices, oppression, 
false cases, harassment, 
extortion, and syndicates 
in Bangladesh for too long. 
We will continue to protest 
against these from our 
position and resist them.”

Regarding the election, 
Sarjis said they will come 
here and meet the people 
again soon with their 
symbol.

“You will vote for us if 
we can work and keep our 
promises,” he said.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal 
yesterday sent three former top police 
officials to jail in a case filed over the 
killing of nine people in Kalyanpur in 
2016.

The three -- former IGP AKM 
Shahidul Haque, DMP commissioner 
Asaduzzaman Mia and deputy 
commissioner of DMP’s Mirpur division 
Jasim Uddin Mollah -- were earlier 
arrested on different charges.

The three-member tribunal, led by 
Justice Md Golam Mortuza Mozumder, 
set May 7 for the next hearing.

According to Chief Prosecutor 
Mohammad Tajul Islam, the accused 

officers staged militant operations to 
create a climate of fear, allegedly to 
maintain the authority of former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina.

During a press briefing after the 
proceedings, Tajul said on July 25, 2016, 
SWAT and the Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime unit killed nine 
youths after confining them to a house 
“Jahajbari” in Kalyanpur. Later, they 
labelled that the deceased are militants.

Tajul also said the tribunal’s 
investigation agency has learned that 
these nine young men were arrested a 
long time ago. Some of them were kept 
in DB custody for two to three months. 
From there, they were taken to that house 
at night.

KILLING OF NINE PEOPLE

ICT sends 3 former 
top cops to jail

Teacher shortage
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has hindered classes, 
presentations, assignments, 
and examinations from 
being held on time.

“The prolonged session 
jams are causing anxiety 
among students, severely 
disrupting our academic 
journey and delaying career 
opportunities,” said Sabbir 
Hossain, a student of the 
Chemistry Department.

Robiul Islam, a student of 
the Mass Communication 
Department, said students 

are bearing the brunt of the 
university’s administrative 
failure to recruit sufficient 
teachers.

Contacted, Professor 
Suchitra Sharmin, 
vice-chancellor of BU, 
acknowledged the issue. 

Citing national 
circumstances for the 
delays in recruitment, she 
assured that steps would 
be taken soon to address 
the teacher shortage. “I will 
meet the education adviser 
in this regard,” she added.

Prioritise education
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She said that education 
funding is spread across 
multiple ministries, 
diluting the actual budget. 
“Education must be treated 
as a single sector for proper 
allocation. It should be free 
up to the eighth grade, 
and primary education 
should be extended to 
this level. Additionally, 
student stipends should be 
increased to Tk 500,” she 
added.

Khondaker Golam 
Moazzem, research 
director at the Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD), said 
the interim government 
has a unique opportunity 
to allocate funds without 
political pressure. “The 
education budget currently 
stands at just 1.6 percent 
of GDP. This must be 
doubled,” he said.

He criticised the practice 
of including unrelated 
components in the 
education budget, inflating 
its size on paper. 

“The government must 
clearly define education 
spending and separate it 
from unrelated projects. 
Moreover, the education 
ministry often fails to 
utilise allocated funds 
fully. This cycle of poor 
implementation must end,” 
he added.

Md Mostafizur Rahman, 

focal point of Education 
Watch, presented a key 
paper calling for an 
inclusive education system 
aligned with the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution. 

He recommended 
allocating at least 15 
percent of the national 
budget for education in 
FY 2025-26 and gradually 
increasing it to 20 percent 
by 2030.

He also suggested 
scholarships for students 
injured or disabled during 
the July uprising and 
mental health counselling 
to help students recover 
from trauma. Other 
proposals included 
removing taxes on 
imported foreign books, 
establishing a Teacher 
Recruitment Commission, 
ensuring fair teacher 
salaries, and recruiting 
qualified graduates based 
on merit.

The speakers also urged 
the introduction of an 
“education cess” to address 
funding deficits and ensure 
access, equity, and quality 
in education.

An education cess is 
an additional levy that is 
applied on the basic tax 
liability by the government 
to generate additional 
revenue to fund primary, 
secondary and higher 
education.

When survival
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At other selling points in 
Azimpur Staff Quarters 
and Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 
the scenes were just as dire. 
Desperate faces, endless 
queues, and dwindling 
supplies painted a grim 
picture of survival.

Taslima Begum, 
a homemaker from 
Mohammadpur’s Geneva 
Camp, likened her 
experience to a battle. “I 
waited for more than three 
and a half hours just to get 
these products,” she said. 
“It feels like I have won a 
war.”

For thousands like her, 
this is the new reality -- 
endless waiting, uncertain 
outcomes, and the painful 
realisation that even 
survival is becoming an 
uphill struggle.
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