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Russia hopes 
for ‘progress’ 
at Saudi talks
AFP, Moscow

Moscow is hoping to 
achieve “some progress” 
at talks in Saudi Arabia 
tomorrow, a Russian 
negotiator told state media 
some 48 hours before 
the United States meets 
delegations from both 
Ukraine and Russia in a 
bid to halt the three-year 
conflict.

Moscow has rejected a 
joint US-Ukraine proposal 
of a full and unconditional 
30-day ceasefire, instead 
suggesting just halting 
aerial strikes on energy 
facilities.

Despite that offer, both 
sides have continued to 
launch aerial attacks in the 
run-up to the negotiations.

A Russian strike on the 
southern Ukrainian city of 
Zaporizhzhia late Friday 
night killed a family of 
three, triggering anger 
among Ukrainian officials.

Despite the flurry of 
diplomacy and push from 
US President Donald 
Trump, a breakthrough has 
so far proved elusive.

Four killed in 
South Korea 
wildfire
AFP, Seoul

At least three firefighters 
and a public servant have 
been killed in a wildfire in 
South Korea, prompting 
the government to declare 
a state of emergency in 
southeastern regions, 
authorities said yesterday.  

The fire, which began 
in Sancheong county 
on Friday afternoon, 
prompted the deployment 
of 304 personnel, along 
with 20 helicopters, 
according to South Korea’s 
Interior Ministry.

More than 200 residents 
in 15 villages have been told 
to evacuate, it added.

“Four people -- three 
firefighters and one public 
servant -- have been 
confirmed to be dead,” a 
fire agency official told AFP.

Wildfires occurred 
in several other areas 
across the country, with 
16 instances reported 
yesterday alone.

The ministry later 
declared a state of 
emergency in Ulsan 
and North and South 
Gyeongsang provinces, due 
to “the extensive damage 
caused by wildfires across 
the country”.  

Palestinians inspect the site of an  Israeli strike on a fishing harbour in Deir el-Balah in the central Gaza Strip yesterday. At least 130 
Palestinians were killed and 263 wounded in the past 48 hours of Israel’s offensive on Gaza, the Palestinian enclave’s health ministry said 
yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

‘We are at a turning 
point in history’

Japan, China, and South Korea agree to promote peace, ties
AFP, Tokyo

Japan, South Korea and China 
agreed Saturday that peace on the 
Korean peninsula was a shared 
responsibility, Seoul’s foreign 
minister said, in a meeting of the 
three countries’ top diplomats in 
which they pledged to promote 
cooperation.

The talks in Tokyo followed 
a rare summit in May in Seoul 
where the three neighbours -- 
riven by historical and territorial 
disputes -- agreed to deepen trade 
ties and restated their goal of a 
denuclearised Korean peninsula.

But they come as US tariffs loom 
over the region, and as concerns 
mount over North Korea’s weapons 
tests and its deployment of troops 
to support Russia’s war against 
Ukraine.

“We reaffirmed that maintaining 
peace and stability on the Korean 
peninsula is a shared interest 
and responsibility of the three 
countries,” South Korea’s Cho Tae-
yul told reporters after the trilateral 
meeting.

Seoul and Tokyo typically take a 
stronger line against North Korea 
than China, which remains one of 
Pyongyang’s most important allies 

and economic benefactors.
Japanese Foreign Minister 

Takeshi Iwaya said he, Cho, and 
China’s Wang Yi “had a frank 
exchange of views on trilateral 
cooperation and regional 
international affairs... and 
confirmed that we will promote 
future-orientated cooperation”.

“The international situation has 

become increasingly severe, and it 
is no exaggeration to say that we 
are at a turning point in history,” 
Iwaya said at the start of Saturday’s 
meeting.

This makes it “more 
important than ever to make 
efforts to overcome division and 
confrontation”, he added.

Wang noted this year marks 
the 80th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, saying “only by 
sincerely reflecting on history can 
we better build the future”.

At two-way talks between Iwaya 
and Wang on Saturday, the Japanese 
minister said he had “frankly 
conveyed our country’s thoughts 
and concerns” on disputed islands, 

detained Japanese nationals and 
the situation in Taiwan and the 
South China Sea, among other 
contentious issues.

Ukraine was also on the agenda, 
with Iwaya warning “any attempt 
to unilaterally change the status 
quo by force will not be tolerated 
anywhere in the world”.

Trump revokes security 
clearances of Biden, aides
AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump made good 
Friday on a threat to revoke the security 
clearances of his predecessor Joe Biden 
and several senior former White House 
and national security officials.

The list of names stripped 
of their authorisation to 
see state secrets included 
Biden, his family members, 
and former vice-president 
and Trump presidential rival 
Kamala Harris.

Former secretary of state 
and defeated presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton 
was on the list, along with 
Biden’s secretary of state 
Antony Blinken and national 
security advisor Jacob Sullivan.

In a memorandum to agency heads 
and distributed by the White House 
communications office, Trump said the 
named officials should no longer be 
allowed access to classified material.

“I hereby direct every executive 
department and agency head ... to revoke 
any active security clearances held by the 
aforementioned individuals,” Trump said.

“I also direct all executive department 
and agency heads to revoke unescorted 
access to secure United States Government 
facilities from these individuals.”

Former US presidents and national 
security officials traditionally retain a 
security clearance as a courtesy, and some 

find it useful in seeking 
employment with private 
contractors.

But Trump, who 
continues to falsely claim 
that Biden schemed to steal 
the 2020 election, which he 
lost, has remained furious 
with his predecessor and 
lashes out frequently.

Trump was himself 
investigated for breaching 
security rules during the 

period between his first and second term 
in office, by storing classified White House 
documents in his Mar-a-Lago resort.

The investigation was wound up after 
Trump returned to office.

Many of the individuals on Trump’s list 
were high-profile political appointees of 
his Democratic predecessor, but former 
Republican lawmaker and vocal Trump 
critic Liz Cheney is also named.

Girl among 2 
dead as Israel 
hits Lebanon
AFP, Beirut

Israel conducted deadly strikes on Lebanon 
yesterday in response to a rocket attack from 
across the border, as militant group Hezbollah 
denied responsibility for the launch.  

Lebanon’s official National News Agency 
reported one girl among two killed in an Israeli 
strike on the town of Touline, amid the largest 
escalation of attacks since a November 27 ceasefire.

The Israeli army had said earlier that three 
rockets, all of which were intercepted, were fired 
from Lebanon into northern Israel, setting off air 
raid sirens.

“Hezbollah denies any involvement in the 
rocket fire from southern Lebanon into the 
occupied Palestinian territories (Israel),” the Iran-
backed group said in a statement, calling Israel’s 
accusations “pretexts for its continued attacks 
on Lebanon”. The Iran-backed group said that it 
stands “with the Lebanese state in addressing this 
dangerous Zionist escalation on Lebanon”.

While Hezbollah has long held sway over areas 
of Lebanon bordering Israel, other Lebanese and 
Palestinian groups have also carried out cross-
border attacks.

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam warned 
the country risked being dragged into a “new war” 
after months of relative calm.

But Israeli defence chiefs said they held the 
Lebanese government responsible for all hostile fire 
from its territory regardless of who launched it.

Don’t keep JS seats
FROM PAGE 12

parliament but suggested 
keeping the tenure at five 
years. Both the reform 
commissions had proposed a 
four-year term.

“We are accustomed to 
a five-year parliamentary 
tenure, and given the 
country’s economic situation, 
it would not be wise to hold 
elections so frequently,” 
Quader told the commission.

Khelafat Majlish also 
suggested direct elections to 
mayoral post in municipalities 
and chairman post in union 
parishads.

The Electoral Reform 
Commission suggested 
abolishing the position of vice 
chairman in union councils, 
Khelafat Majlish advocated 
keeping the post.

Out of 70 proposed 
constitutional reforms on the 
table, the party supported 
45, opposed 10, and partially 
agreed to 15.

It agreed to most 
of the proposals put 
forth by the Judiciary, 
Public Administration, 
and Corruption Reform 
Commissions.

Meanwhile, a 13-member 

team from the Bangladesh 
Labour Party, led by its 
Chairman Mostafizur 
Rahman Iran also met the 
consensus commission.

Mostafizur said his party 
supported the introduction 
of a bicameral parliament 
but opposed the proposal 
to divide the country into 
four provinces, arguing that 
such a system would create 
complications for Bangladesh.

He also spoke in favour 
of direct election to union 
parishad chairman posts 
and stressed the need for 
strengthening the district 
councils.

Mostafizur proposed 
limiting the prime minister’s 
tenure to two terms and 
restricting the president 
from serving two consecutive 
terms.

His party also suggested a 
five-year waiting period before 
retired government officials 
could contest elections.

The meetings took place at 
the LD Hall of the parliament 
building.

National Consensus 
Commission President Prof 
Ali Riaz presided over the 
meetings.

Govt being lenient
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or adults, women of any 
religion, ethnicity, or 
language-- are feeling unsafe. 
Minorities are feeling unsafe, 
and even majority populations 
are feeling unsafe.”

“When workers demand 
unpaid wages, teachers seek 
job security, and women 
protest against rape, various 
government agencies 
aggressively attack them. 
Meanwhile, the government 

is lenient towards groups 
supporting religious, gender, 
ethnic, and class-based 
discrimination, as well as 
those engaging in mob 
violence.”

The rally was chaired 
by Jamshed Anwar, 
general secretary of Udichi 
Shilpigoshthi, and hosted by 
Nuzia Hasin Rasha, president 
of the Dhaka University unit 
of the Revolutionary Student 
Unity.


