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Trump signs
order to close
US Education

Department

AFP, Washington

USPresident Donald Trump
signed an order Thursday
aimed at “eliminating” the
Department of Education,
a decades-old goal of the
American right, which
wants individual states to
run schools free from the
federal government.

Surrounded by
schoolchildren sitting at
desks set up in the East
Room of the White House,
Trump smiled as held up
the order after signing it at
a special ceremony.

Trump said the order
would “begin eliminating
the federal Department of
Education once and for all.”

“We're going to shut
it down and shut it down
as quickly as possible. It's
doing us no good,” Trump
said. “We’re going to return
education back to the
states where it belongs.”

The Education
Department, created in
1979, cannot be shuttered
without the approval of
Congress -- but Trump’s
order will likely have the
power to starve it of funds
and staff.

The move honors one
of  Trump’s campaign
promises and is among the
most drastic steps yet in
the brutal overhaul of the
government that Trump is
carrying out with the help
of tech tycoon Elon Musk.

The order directs
Education Secretary
Linda McMahon to “take
all necessary steps (o
facilitate the closure of the
Department of Education
and return education
authority to the States.”

Democrats and
educators have slammed
the move.

The top Democrat in the
Senate, Chuck Schumer,
called it a “tyrannical power
grab” and “one of the most
destructive and devastating
steps Donald Trump has
ever taken.”

Bystanders look at a shopping mall destroyed following a drone attack in Odesa yesterday.

Heathrow closed by
huge fire

Police say no signs of foul play, counter-
terrorism officers deployed

REUTERS, London
Britain’s Heathrow Airport was shut
yesterday after a huge fire at a nearby
substation knocked out its power,
stranding passengers around the world
and angering airlines who questioned
how such crucial infrastructure could
fail.

Huge orange flames and plumes of
black smoke shot into the sky around
2300 GMT on Thursday as a blaze
engulfed the substation, cutting the
power supply and back-up system for
Europe’s busiest and the world’s fifth-
busiest airport.

Police said while there was no
indication of foul play they retained
an open mind and counter-terrorism
officers would lead the inquiries given
the critical nature of the infrastructure,
and their capabilities.

Airline experts said the last time
European airports experienced
disruption on such a large scale was the
2010 Icelandic ash cloud that grounded
some 100,000 flights.

The industry is now facing the
prospect of a financial hit costing tens

of millions of pounds, and a likely fight
over who should pay.

“You would think they would have
significant back-up power,” one top
executive from a Furopean airline told
Reuters.

The fire brigade said the cause of the
fire was not known, but that 25,000
litres of cooling oil in the substation’s
transformer had caught fire. It had
brought the blaze under control by the
early morning with the transformer
doused in white firefighting foam.

Heathrow had been due to handle
1,351 flights on Friday, {lying up to
291,000 passengers. The closure forced
flights to divert to other airports in
Britain and across Europe, while many
long-haul flights returned to their
point of departure.

Passengers stranded in London
and facing the prospect of days of
disruptions were scrambling to make
alternate travel arrangements.

“When we first came here, (it was)
very exciting and hopeful,” said Beau
Mahr, 21 from the U.S. state of Iowa.
“Now that we have to wait, it’s kind of
stressful.”

PHOTO: AFP

Pak Taliban
Kkill five cops
in attacks

AFP, Peshawar

The Pakistani Taliban
Killed at least five police
officers and wounded
six others in multiple
attacks in the country’s
northwest, police said
yesterday.

There were at least five
separate attacks across
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
province, a police official
told AFP.

The Kkillings were
claimed by the Pakistani
Taliban -- known as
Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) -
which in mid-March
announced a “spring

campaign” against the
security forces.

The group has since
claimed responsibility
for more than 80 attacks
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

2024 deadliest year
for migrants: UN

Nearly 9, 000 died on migration routes

AFP, Geneva

Last year was the deadliest year for
migrants, with nearly 9,000 people dying
worldwide, the United Nations said on
Friday, calling the “tragedy... unacceptable
and preventable”.

“Atleast 8,938 people died on migration
routes worldwide in 2024,” the fifth year
that numbers have reached record highs,
the UN’s migration agency said.

“The tragedy of the growing number
of migrant deaths worldwide is both
unacceptable and preventable,” said
Ugochi Daniels, the deputy director of the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM).

“Behind every number is a human being,
someone for whom the loss is devastating,”
Daniels said.

“The actual number of migrant deaths
and disappearances is likely much higher,
as many have gone undocumented

because of the dearth of official sources,”
the IOM said.

It added that the identities and other
details of the majority of victims were
unknown.

Asia, Africa and Europe had record
numbers of people dying in 2024 with
2,778, 2,242 and 233 respectively.

A total of 2,452 people were recorded as
dying in the Mediterranean Sea, the main
gateway for those trying to reach Europe,
it said.

Final data were not available yet for the
Americas but figures so far show at least
1,233 people died.

These included “an unprecedented 341
lives lost in the Caribbean in 2024 and a
record 174 deaths of migrants crossing
the Darien” jungle between Colombia and
Panama.

The Darien jungle was at one point the
main migratory corridor for people trying
to reach the United States.
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CREDENCE

for the inspired lifestyles

OFFERING LAVISH AND
CONTEMPORARY APARTMENTS
IN THE FOLLOWING
LOCATIONS

Gulshan (Lake View)

North Road

Bhooter Goli

4/A(Lake Facing) Road-9/A,

Dhanmondi R/A

New Bailey Road

Road-11, Road-12, Road-16 Siddheswari
Banani "
3 BED Road-7, Road-17A Khilgaon

& 4 BED - Shahid Baki Read
Lalmatia

APARTMENTS Block-B8, C, D & E (Ready & Ongoing) Uttara

Sector-4, & &7 (Ready & Ongoing)

Kala bugu N {Ready & Ongeing)
Bashiruddin Road, 1st Lane, dedcl
MNorth Dhanmondi, Lake Circus Lake Drive Road (Lake Facing)
Mohammadpur Adabor

labal Road, Hurreyun Rood, Babor Rood

Apartment Size : 1078-3366 SFT. (15FT.= 0.0929 SGM.)

Call for
Details

Web: www.credencehousingitd.corn, E-mall: credencehousingltd@grall.com

Cell/WhatsApp: 01877772202, 01711431445,01711431455
Business Center: House-158, Road-16 (Old-27), Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Dhaka Housing
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UK Alumni Awards 2025: Celebrating the
Achievements of UK Alumni in Bangladesh
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e-Tender Notice

T'his is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-
Tender, registration in the e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure gov.bd) is required. For more details, please contact ¢-GP support desk
contact numbers.

e-Tender is invited in e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by Office of the General Manager, Dhaka
Center, BTV as below:

Tender ID No./ Name of Goods | Tender Publication | Last date & Time for Tender Tender Closing &

Reference No./Procurement Type Date and Time Security Submission Opening date & Time
| 2 3 4 5

Tender 112: 1089406 Procurement  of 20-Mar-2025 07-Apr-2023 07-Apr-2023
Invitation Reference No.: Display Monitor 15:00 BST 13:30 BST 15:30 BST
15,54 3025.023 & Interactive
07.023.25 Monitor for BTV
Procurement Type: NCT Dhaka Station

Procurement Method:

Open Tendering Method (OTM)

e-Tender details can be downloaded from e-GP System Pontal (hitps;//www._eprocure.gov.bd) for pursue. e-Tender will be accepted only as
stated in e-GP System Portal, accepted Tenders will be opened online immediately as stated in above table. k_(/‘ .5
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Now in its llth year, the Study UK Alumni Awards
celebrate the achievements of UK alumni driving
positive change in their professions, societies, and
countries, Recognising the transformative power of UK
education, these awards showcase inspiring success
stories at both national and global levels.

The British Council recently hosted the Study UK
Alumni Awards 2025 in Bangladesh, honouring
UK educated Bangladeshi  professionals who  have
made significant contributions in their helds. This
prestigious awand strengthens  UK-Bangladesh  ties
while fostering lifelong connections. Through these
awards, the British Council continues to highlight the
global impact of UK alumni.

Let's learn more about the outstanding finalists and winners of the Study UK Alumni Awards 2025, driving positive change in
Bangladesh and beyond.

Study UK Alumni Awareds 2025 winners and finalisis”

Science and Sustainability Award

Winner: Dr. M Tasdik Hasan (Londoen School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, King's College London) - A
leading global mental health researcher in Bangladesh, D, Hasan integrates digital innovations with
advocacy 1o support marginalised communities. Recognised by the Mental Health Commission of
Canada, he has co-developed tools empowering Bangladesh's deal communities and has over 100
publications driving inclusive well being.

He said "This award is a celebration of the transformative power of education, the
resilience of dreams, and the impact of science in shaping a better world.”

Finalists:

MD Adil Chawdhury (Durham University) - Head of Planning at Power Grid Bangladesh PLC, Mohammad Ismat Kadir (University
ol Southampton) - A Professor at Khulna University and Senior [EEE Member, Mohammad Jahirul Hoque (SOAS, University of
London & [Leeds Beckett University) - Former Vice-Chancellor of Metropolitan University.

Culture and Creativity Award

Winner: Dr. Shahman Moishan (University of Birmingham) - Associate Professor at the University of
Dhaka, recognised for his work in political Shakespeare, intercultural performance, and the evolution of
maodern theatrical forms in Bangladesh.

He said "Recognition on this prestigious platform is a milestone of inspiration,
excellence, and growth, reinforcing a conunitment to progress.”

Finalists:
Mohammad Rakibul Hasan (Falmouth University, University of Oxford)
artist

Award-winning photographer, filmmaker, and visual

Social Action Awand

Winner: Shamsin Ahmed (University of Edinburgh) - Founder of Identity Inclusion, leading initiatives lor
vouth leadership, institutional change, and mental health advocacy, training over 2,000 advocates in
community based mental health services.

She said Working with people with psychosocial and physical disabilities is challenging
vyet rewarding. Gaining recognition for this work means a lot, and being part of the UK
alumni network will further support my cfforts.”

Finalists:

D, Melita Mehjabeen (University of Manchester) - Professor at IBA, Dhaka University,

Mustakim Ahmed Sunny (Queen's University Belfast) - Software engineer and peace advocate

Business and Innovation Award

Winner: Sved M Istiak (University of Stirling) - Commonwealth Scholar and entreprencur

He said UK alumni are shaping innovation and national development, bridging
academia and business. This award highlights their impact on careers and the
economy.”

Finalists:

Writer's name: Julict Mondol
and Sarker Asif Ighal, British
Council in Bangladesh

Ahmed Ibnul Hassan (University of London) - Lecturer of Law and Legal Counsel,
Kamal Uddin Gazi Jishan (Oxford Brookes University) - Co lounder of Qormotho




