
CITY  
Exploited, deceived, and 

finally criminalised
Nine children framed in cattle smuggling case in Cox’s Bazar

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

The future of nine impoverished 
children from Ramu upazila in Cox’s 
Bazar hangs in the balance after they 
were wrongfully accused in a cattle 
smuggling case by Naikhonchhari 
Police in Bandarban.

While the real smugglers remain 
untouched, these minors, aged 
between 12-16, some of whom have 
no parents to defend them -- are 
being dragged through the legal 
system. 

Their families, already struggling 
to survive, are now burdened 
with mounting legal expenses. 
Each household has already spent 
between Tk 10,000 and Tk 12,000 
to secure bail for the children, 
and with another hearing set for 
March 16, they have no idea how to 
continue funding their legal battle.
HOW THE CHILDREN  
WERE TRAPPED
According to the children and their 
families, the events leading to their 
arrest began on February 26.

A local named Kalu Mia, 
allegedly lured them to his farm in 
Gorjonia with promises of payment. 

He instructed them to take the 
cattle to the local market, giving 
them no indication that the cattle 
were smuggled. Since the area was 
not near the border, they had no 
reason to suspect anything illegal.

However, while they were 
on their way to the market, 
Naikkhyangchhari police 
intercepted them at Bam Hatirchara 
Bridge and seized the cattle.

The police, too, allegedly 
deceived these vulnerable children. 

Officers told them to drive the 
cattle to the police station, promising 
Tk 3,000 and food in return. 

But as soon as they arrived, the 
police locked them up and filed 
charges under the Special Powers 
Act, accusing them of smuggling 
livestock from Myanmar.

This act of betrayal has left the 
children traumatised. 

Six of them are orphans -- five 
lost their fathers, and one lost both 
parents. With no one to shield 
them, they often work small jobs to 
help support their families. Instead 
of receiving protection, they are 
now criminalised.

Kalu Mia could not be reached 
for comments.
THE REAL SMUGGLERS  
WALK FREE
Despite the police’s swift action 
against the children, sources 
confirm that the real culprit 
behind this smuggling operation 
is Jamshed Alam, a known 
cattle trafficker. Yet, instead of 
pursuing him and dismantling the 
smuggling network, authorities 
have chosen the easy route -- 
framing defenceless children.

Human rights activists have 
condemned this injustice. 

Abu Ahmed Faijul Kabir, head 
of operations at Human Rights 
Defender, said, “Even if the children 
were used by smugglers, they should 
never have been implicated in the 
case. This will leave a permanent 
stain on their future. Instead, the 
real culprits who exploit minors 
should be prosecuted.”
A SYSTEM THAT PUNISHES  
THE VULNERABLE
The repercussions of this case go 
far beyond legal battles.

The stigma attached to the 
accusations will follow these 
children for years, Kabir said. 

They have already endured 
humiliating court appearances, 
and are living in constant fear of 
what comes next. 

Their families, barely surviving 
on meagre incomes, have had to 
borrow money to cover legal fees. 
With the next hearing looming, 
they fear financial ruin.
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ACC to probe graft 
allegations against 
GM Quader
Amu, daughter sued
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has found 
preliminary evidence against Jatiyo Party Chairman 
GM Quader for money laundering under various names, 
bribery in the nomination process of the reserved women’s 
parliamentary seats, and “position trading” within the party.

ACC Director General Akhtar Hossain said as sufficient 
evidence has been found in a covert investigation, ACC has 
decided to initiate an open inquiry and take legal action. 

He disclosed this information at a press briefing held at 
the ACC headquarters yesterday.

Akhtar Hossain said after the 2018 national elections, 
Tk 18.10 crore was taken as bribes for the nomination of 
MPs in the reserved women’s seats of the JP. Allegedly, the 
primary beneficiary of this transaction was then acting 
chairman GM Quader. 

In one instance, when the agreed payment was not made 
in full, Masuda M Rashid Chowdhury was temporarily 
suspended from her party position, and GM Quader’s wife, 
Sharifa Quader, was appointed as an MP in her place.

He further stated that GM Quader fraudulently assumed 
the role of JP chairman and amassed a significant amount 
of money through ‘position trading’ and the nomination 
business, which was later laundered abroad. 

Although the JP’s central committee originally 
comprised 301 members, it currently includes around 
600-650 individuals, which serves as evidence of “position 
trading.”

Additionally, he alleged that GM Quader has laundered 
money under different names in Singapore, London, and 
Sydney, he said.

ACC has also filed three separate cases against Awami 
League advisory council member Amir Hossain Amu, his 
daughter, Sumaiya Hossain, and his sister-in-law, Syeda 
Haque Merry, for illegally acquiring assets worth Tk 38.39 
crore, said ACC DG Akhtar. 

Amu was accused of acquiring illegal wealth worth 
Tk 26.28 crore. Additionally, he allegedly conducted 
suspicious transactions worth Tk 31.48 crore in 14 bank 
accounts under his name.
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4 killed in Pabna 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Four people, including three members of a family, 
were killed and two others injured when a three-
wheeler auto-rickshaw collided head on with a 
passenger bus in the Bohorpur area of Pabna’s 
Ishwardi upazila yesterday.

The three family members are Md Rabbi, 35, 
his wife Mukta Begum, 25, and their 18-month-old 
son, Mostakim. The fourth person is Md Ratul, 30.

One of the deceased died on the spot while the 
rest of the injured were taken to Ishwardi Upazila 
Health Complex, where three more succumbed to 
their injuries, according to police and firefighters.

Inspector Md Monirul Islam of Ishwardi Police 
Station said the driver and helper of the bus fled 
after the incident, and the bus has been seized.

Robber killed in 
getaway crash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A suspected robber was killed and two others 
injured when their truck overturned while fleeing 
police after a robbery in Naogaon early yesterday.

The incident occurred on the town’s bypass 
road at Shibpur, said police.

The identity of the deceased was not known 
immediately. The injured Rubel Hossain and Masud 
Rana were undergoing treatment under police 
custody at Naogaon 250-Bed General Hospital.

Police said the robbery took place at a house 
at Enayetpur village. When the house residents 
raised an alarm, locals rushed to the scene, 
prompting the robbers to flee in a truck.

Police set up six barricades at key locations on 
the road. The robbers broke through all barricades 
while attempting to escape but ultimately lost 
control of their truck. Police recovered one cow 
and two goats from the overturned truck, believed 
to have been robbed, said Naogaon Sadar Model 
Police Station OC Nure Alam Siddique.


