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ATTACK ON JUDGE

US chief justice 
rebukes Trump
REUTERS, Washington

US Chief Justice John Roberts rebuked President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday for urging the 
impeachment of a federal judge, laying bare 
tensions between the country’s chief executive 
and the judiciary as Trump’s sweeping assertions 
of power run into judicial roadblocks.

In a rare statement, Roberts wrote: “For more 
than two centuries, it has been established that 
impeachment is not an appropriate response to 
disagreement concerning a judicial decision.”

He wrote the correct response was to file an 
appeal.

Roberts’ statement followed Trump’s call in a 
social media post on Tuesday for the impeachment 
of a federal judge. Washington-based US District 
Judge James Boasberg ordered the administration 
on Saturday to halt the removal of alleged 
Venezuelan gang members, which Trump has 
argued is authorised by an 18th-century law 
historically used only in wartime.

Tensions have been rising since Trump returned 
to the White House with the president and his 
allies publicly criticising courts for blocking 
aspects of Trump’s agenda. The atmosphere has 
raised concerns among some experts that the 
administration might openly defy a court order, 
possibly sparking a constitutional crisis.

“I’m just doing what the VOTERS wanted 
me to do. This judge, like many of the Crooked 
Judges’ I am forced to appear before, should be 
IMPEACHED!!!” Trump wrote on Tuesday. Trump 
also called the judge a “Radical Left Lunatic.”

SHIPWRECK OFF ITALY

Six migrants die, 
40 missing
REUTERS, Rome

Six migrants have died and 40 are missing after 
a shipwreck off the Italian island of Lampedusa 
late on Tuesday, Italy’s main news agency ANSA 
and other media reported.

Italian coast guard vessels have so far rescued 
10 people and resumed the search for any other 
survivors early yesterday, ANSA and other news 
agencies reported.

The survivors told rescuers that many among a 
group of 56 migrants fell into the water due to bad 
weather after setting off from Tunisia in a dinghy, 
the agencies reported.  

Erdogan political rival 
detained in Turkey
AFP, Istanbul

Turkish police detained Istanbul’s powerful Mayor 
Ekrem Imamoglu yesterday in connection with two 
investigations into graft and “supporting terror,” a 
move that the main opposition party slammed as a 
politically-motivated “coup”.

Imamoglu is President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
main political rival and his detention came just 
days before he was to be named the candidate of the 
main opposition party CHP in the 2028 presidential 
election.

Shortly afterwards, Turkey briefly blocked access 
to social networks, with police fanning out around 
City Hall and closing off Taksim Square, banning all 
protests for four days.

A relative mourns next to the body of a Palestinian killed in Israeli strikes, at Al-Ahli Arab Baptist hosptial, in 
Gaza City yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Humanoid robot 
revolution in less 
than 5 years!
REUTERS, San Jose

Nvidia NVDA.O CEO Jensen Huang believes 
humanoid robots are less than five years away from 
seeing wide use in manufacturing facilities.

Huang on Tuesday gave a keynote address in 
front of a packed hockey stadium during the nearly 
$3 trillion company’s annual developer conference 
in San Jose, California.

Huang unveiled software tools that he said would 
help humanoid robots navigate the world more 
easily.

Speaking to a group of journalists after the 
speech, Huang was asked what signs would show 
that AI had become ubiquitous.

Among other answers, Huang said it may be 
“when, literally, humanoid robots are wandering 
around, which is not five years away. This is not 
five-years-away problem, this is a few-years-away 
problem.”

The manufacturing industry would likely adopt 
humanoid robots first because that industry has 
well-defined tasks that robots can handle in a 
controlled environment, he said.

USAID fund cuts likely 
unconstitutional

Says judge, blocks Musk from making more cuts
REUTERS

A federal judge on Tuesday blocked 
billionaire Elon Musk and the 
Department of Government Efficiency 
from taking any more steps to shut down 
the US Agency for International 
Development, saying their 
efforts to close the foreign 
aid agency likely violated 
the US Constitution.

In a preliminary 
ruling, US District Judge 
Theodore Chuang in 
Maryland ordered Musk, 
a key adviser to President 
Donald Trump, and the 
agency Musk spearheads to 
restore access to USAID’s computer 
systems for its direct and contract 
employees, including thousands who 
were placed on leave. The ruling came 
in response to a lawsuit by current 
and former USAID employees, one of 
several currently pending over the rapid 
dismantling of Washington’s primary 
humanitarian aid agency.

“Today’s decision is an important 
victory against Elon Musk and his DOGE 

attack on USAID, the US government 
and the Constitution,” said Norm Eisen, 
executive chair of State Democracy 
Defenders Fund, a lawyer representing 
the 26 anonymous plaintiffs in the case.

Trump told Fox News his 
administration would appeal the 

ruling.
“I guarantee you we will 

be appealing it. We have 
rogue judges that are 
destroying our country,” 
Trump said on “The 
Ingraham Angle.”

Trump, a Republican, 
on his first day back in the 

White House ordered a 90-day 
freeze of all US foreign aid and a 

review of whether aid programs were 
aligned with his administration’s policy.

Soon after that, Musk and DOGE 
gained access to USAID’s payment 
and email systems, froze many of its 
payments and told much of its staff they 
were being placed on leave. On February 
3, Musk wrote on X that he had “spent 
the weekend feeding USAID into the 
wood chipper.”

“Naturally, 
Russia’s 

neighbours are 
most concerned 

by Russia 
-- that goes 

without saying. 
But what is 

essential is for 
everyone to 
understand 
that this is 
a collective 

threat. … 
Defending 

Ukraine is the 
front line of our 

own defence.”

Antonio Costa

European Council 
President

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Rivals report attacks 
amid US peace push

AGENCIES

Russia and Ukraine yesterday accused each other of 
violating a new agreement to refrain from attacks on 
energy targets, with scores of drone strikes launched 
hours after US President Donald Trump spoke by phone 
to Russia’s Vladimir Putin.  

In the phone call between the US and Russian leaders on 
Tuesday, Putin rejected a proposed full 30-day ceasefire, 
which had been sought by Trump and previously accepted 
by Ukraine.

Putin said he would agree only to pause attacks 
on energy infrastructure, a proposal that was swiftly 
accepted by Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
who nevertheless denounced Moscow for rejecting a more 
comprehensive truce.

But even that narrow pause appeared in doubt 
yesterday. Moscow said Ukraine hit an oil pumping 
station in southern Russia, while Kyiv said Russia had 
struck hospitals and homes, and knocked out power to 
some of its railways.

Zelensky said that the continued attacks showed 
Moscow’s words were not aligned with its actions, and 
that Russia was still 
not ready for peace. 
He said the United 
States should be 
put in charge of 
monitoring any 
ceasefire.

Zelensky also 
warned against 
heeding a Kremlin 
call to halt military 
aid for his country 
and announced he 
would speak with 
Trump later within 
hours.

K r e m l i n 
spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said 
Putin and Trump 
understand each 
other well and 
were determined 
to restore badly 
damaged ties.

Russia and the 
United States will 
decide on dates for future talks in the coming days, the 
Kremlin said.

“Both today and tomorrow, there will be additional 
agreements on the exact, precise dates,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters when asked 
about future talks with the US.

Some European leaders said Putin’s rejection of 
Trump’s proposed full truce was proof Moscow not 
seeking peace. The offer to temporarily stop attacking 
Ukrainian energy facilities counted for “nothing” and 
Trump would have to win greater concessions, Germany’s 
defence minister said.

European Union foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas said 
that Moscow cannot be trusted.

EU says Putin clearly 
unwilling to make 
concessions

Zelensky warns against 
slowing aid, says will speak 
to Trump

Kremlin says Trump, Putin 
understand each other

New round of ceasefire talks 
as early as Sunday


