
NEWS
DMP issues security
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Homes and institutional 
premises should be kept 
well-lit at night, and 
valuables, including cash 
and documents, should 
be stored securely or 
entrusted to close relatives, 
with bank lockers as an 
alternative, DMP said.

Before leaving, tenants 
should inform landlords 
and neighbours staying 
in Dhaka with request to 
monitor vacant homes.

Security personnel must 
prevent any unauthorised 
entry, and residents should 
turn off all electrical and 
gas appliances before 
departure.

Any suspicious activity 
or potential security 
threats must be reported 
to local police immediately, 
the release added.

For emergency 
assistance, city dwellers are 
advised to contact: DMP 

Control Room: 01320-
037845, 01320-037846, 
223381188, 0247119988, 
and 029619999; and 
National Emergency 
Service: 999.

CSOs condemn
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“Any attempt to downplay 
such a serious violation 
of human rights not only 
threatens justice for the 
victims and their security 
but also undermines the 
contributions of thousands 
of NGO workers who 
have tirelessly worked for 
over five decades to uplift 
millions of marginalised 
people across Bangladesh,” 
the statement added.

The CSO also expressed 
alarm over the security 
risks this incident poses 
to NGO workers across the 
country.

“We believe that 
any disruption to the 
activities of globally 
recognised NGOs, who have 
contributed significantly 

to the country’s overall 
development, could impede 
our economic progress,” the 
statement further stated.

The platform also issued 
a five-point demand -- the 
immediate arrest and trial of 
the perpetrators, providing 
compensation and security 
for the victims, conducting 
a transparent investigation 
into the incident, and 
recognising NGO workers as 
key development partners.

The CSO also strongly 
condemned the threat to 
publish explicit footage 
of the female NGO worker 
and urged authorities to 
consider this act a severe 
case of gender-based 
violence under the Women 
and Children Repression 
Prevention Act.

ACC sues
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A case has been filed against 
him under Section 27(1) 
of the Anti-Corruption 
Commission Act, 2004, 
Section 5(2) of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, 1947, 
and Sections 4(2) & 4(3) 
of the Money Laundering 
Prevention Act, 2012.

According to the case 
statement, Golap owns 
and possesses undisclosed 
assets worth Tk 68.33 crore. 
Additionally, he conducted 
unusual and suspicious 
transactions amounting to 
Tk 97.63 crore in 51 bank 
accounts under his name 
and related entities.

Consensus
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This will be the final round 
of talks before Eid-ul-Fitr.

The commission did not 
receive any feedback from 
political parties yesterday. 
So far, 15 out of 38 parties 
have responded to the 
NCC’s proposals.

Prof Ali Riaz said several 
political parties have already 
engaged in discussions, and 
hoped more feedback will 
come soon. 

Jamaat is expected to 
submit its feedback today, 
while BNP will submit theirs 
on Saturday, he added. 

On March 6, the NCC sent 
spreadsheets containing 
key recommendations 
from the various reform 
commissions to 38 political 
parties, asking them to 
submit their responses 
by March 13. Only seven 
parties met the deadline.

The first meeting 
between the NCC and 
political parties was held 
on February 15. 

During that meeting, the 
commission’s head, Prof 
Muhammad Yunus, also the 

chief adviser, said a national 
charter would be developed 
based on discussions 
with political parties. The 
next government would 
implement both short 
and long-term reforms 
according to that charter. 

Prof Yunus stressed 
that the aim of the reforms 
is to eliminate legal and 
institutional frameworks 
that allow autocratic rule.

Prioritise prudence
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insufficient -- judicial 
transparency, police 
training, and a shift 
in societal mindsets 
are equally important. 
Survivors must be seen 
as resilient individuals, 
not victims. The media 
must also act responsibly 
to prevent their repeated 
harassment,” she said.

“Our justice system has 
serious flaws. Survivors 
often face additional 
trauma in court due to 
aggressive questioning 
by defence lawyers. It’s 
crucial to change judicial 
mindsets, improve the skills 
of police and prosecutors, 
and create secure spaces in 
police stations for survivors 
of abuse,” she noted.

She also called for 
adherence to some 
progressive verdicts 
given by the High Court 
regarding rape cases.

Retired Supreme 
Court Appellate Division 
Justice Krishna Debnath 
emphasised the importance 
of impartial trials to ensure 
true justice in rape cases.

She expressed optimism 
that fair justice could be 
achieved through the 
application of fundamental 
legal principles if judges 
perform their duties 
correctly and independently.

“Imposing the death 
penalty or life imprisonment 
is not the most important 
matter; rather, the focus 
should be on how many fair 
judgements we can make 
impartially,” she said.

Dhaka University Law 
Professor Dr Shahnaaz 

Huda noted that although 
all crimes under the law 
are non-compoundable, 
widespread informal 
settlements outside the 
court demonstrate that law 
enforcement often fails.

“Despite the law’s 
mention of DNA reports, 
there is only one DNA 
testing laboratory 
throughout Bangladesh,” 
she added.

Advocate Ayesha Akter, 
legal specialist of BLAST, 
and Fahad Bin Siddiq, 
senior research officer 
at BLAST, presented a 
set of recommendations 
regarding the draft of 
the Women and Children 
Repression Prevention 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 
2025.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
included expanding the 
definition of rape to cover 
all genders, providing a 
broader interpretation of 
“penetration,” setting a 
specific age threshold for 
sexual consent, determining 
monetary fines based on the 
severity of rape offences, 
prohibiting the disclosure 
of identities, photos, and 
videos of women and 
children victims of sexual 
or gender-based violence, as 
well as vulnerable witnesses 
or accused persons in any 
media outlets or online 
platforms, establishing a 
state-run compensation 
fund for victims of rape, and 
much more.

BLAST Legal Adviser S 
M Rezaul Karim also spoke 
at the event.

DGHS issues 16
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On-call services for 
specialist doctors at the 
upazila level must be 
ensured, it said.

Before the holiday begins, 
there must be an adequate 
stock and immediate 
supply of medicines, IV 
fluids, chemical reagents, 
and surgical supplies.

The storekeeper or the 
on-duty staff during the 
holiday must remain in 
their respective districts 
and upazilas. Ambulance 
services must be operational 

round the clock, it said.
The local administration 

and law enforcement 
agencies must be informed 
in advance to ensure 
hospital security during 
the holidays.

All private clinics and 
hospitals must keep their 
emergency and maternity 
departments open under 
the supervision of registered 
doctors and before referring 
any patient, necessary 
primary treatment and 
medical arrangements for 
the journey must be ensured.

Gridlock concern
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the road is closed due to 
construction. The problem 
worsens between Jhaoil 
Bridge and Konabari 
Intersection, where the 
highway narrows to a single 
lane.”

Imran Farhan Sumel, 
executive engineer of 
the Roads and Highways 
Department in Sirajganj, 
assured that construction 
work would be suspended 
during Eid to facilitate a 
smooth journey. “A portion 
of Jhaoil Bridge will be 
opened before Eid rush 
begins, so single-lane traffic 
will not be a major issue.”

This correspondent 
observed that the 
construction work on 
Jhaoil Bridge was almost 
complete in some portions 
but not along the entire 
length of the bridge.

Nonetheless, road 
congestion remains a 
concern. “Due to reduced 
road space, reckless driving 
and overtaking often lead 
to gridlocks and accidents,” 
said Md Abdur Rouf, officer-
in-charge of Hatikumrul 
Highway Police Station. 

“We will deploy 
additional personnel at key 
congestion points starting 

from the 22nd of Ramadan 
to ensure smooth traffic 
flow,” he said, adding that 
travellers heading toward 
Bogura and Rangpur 
may face difficulties at 
Bhuagati in Raiganj, where 
construction work has left 
limited road space.

Anticipating delays, 
many are planning to send 
their families home early. 

“As a government 
employee, I can’t leave 
before the holidays. 
Travelling with my wife and 
daughter after the vacation 
starts will be tough, so I’m 
sending them this Friday,” 
said Md Rukunul Hasan, an 
audit officer from Pabna.

Like him, many are 
adopting similar strategies 
to avoid last-minute Eid 
travel hassles.

9 years
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Investigators found 
spermatozoa from three 
unidentified individuals 
on her clothes, but the 
samples did not match any 
known suspects.

The PBI took over the 
investigation in 2020 as per 
the decision of the Police 
Headquarters.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, Tonu’s mother, 
Anwara Begum, said in a 
tearful voice, “The hope for 
justice for my daughter is 
fading day by day. The new 
investigation officer has yet 
to meet us. We are waiting 
to see what steps he takes.”

Tonu’s father, Yaar 
Hossain, added, “The new 
investigator contacted me 
over phone and asked me 
to visit him in Dhaka. But 
after suffering a stroke and 
undergoing surgery, my 
health does not allow me to 
travel.”

Contacted, Tariqul 
Islam, newly appointed 
investigation officer of the 
case, said, “We are verifying 
all evidence and information 
related to the case. An official 
process is underway to visit 
the crime scene in Cumilla. 
If there is any development, 
our senior officials will brief 
the media.”

Court Inspector Sadekur 
Rahman confirmed that 
PBI Dhaka is now leading 
the investigation.

Advocate Shahidul 
Haque Swapon, a human 
rights lawyer, said, “This 
is a failure of the state to 
properly investigate Tonu’s 
murder, even after all these 
years.”
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Former UGC 
chairman Prof 
Shahidullah 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

F o r m e r 
University 
G r a n t s  
Commission 
C h a i r m a n 
Prof Kazi 
Shahidullah 
passed away yesterday while 
undergoing treatment in 
Australia. He was 72.

He had been receiving 
cancer treatment in 
Australia and died at 
his daughter’s residence 
in Canberra, said Prof 
Mohammed Alamgir, a 
former UGC member and 
Shahidullah’s colleague.

Prof Shahidullah 
previously served as Vice-
Chancellor of the National 
University and was a former 
professor in DU’s History 
department. He also held 
several key positions at DU.

On August 11, after the 
fall of Sheikh Hasina, Prof 
Shahidullah resigned from 
UGC, citing health issues. 

He was reappointed as 
UGC chairman for a second 
term on May 28, 2023. His 
first term began in May 2019.

Shahidullah joined DU 
history department in 1976 
and retired as a professor 
in 2018. He served three 
consecutive terms as 
elected Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts from 1997 to 2003.

He wrote several books, 
including “Literacy in Mid-
Nineteenth Century Devon 
and Suffolk” in 1984. 

HC acquits
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delivered the verdict after 
hearing Babar’s appeal 
against the lower court’s 
judgement. 

On October 30, 2007, 
a Dhaka court sentenced 
Babar to 17 years in prison 
for possessing illegal 
firearms and ammunition 
at his Gulshan residence.

Yunus praises
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recent visit to the Central 
African Republic, which 
he believes will strengthen 
bilateral relations and 
military cooperation 
between the two nations.

The chief adviser 
acknowledged the army’s 
contributions and guided its 
future course of action.

The ISPR statement 
further mentioned that Prof 
Yunus was briefed on the 
military’s efforts in providing 
medical care to students and 
civilians injured during the 
July uprising.


