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‘Desperate
and scared’

Palestinians react as entire
families wiped out in strikes

AL JAZEERA

Palestinians in Gaza were woken up by Israel unleashing
a new wave of attacks on Gaza which killed at least 404
people and wounded 562.

The attacks on Tuesday not only shattered a period
of relative calm in Gaza during the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan but also the fragile ceasefire deal Israel
had with Hamas.

Palestinians who had returned to their damaged
and destroyed homes after the ceasefire came into
effect were also targeted by Israel’s relentless bombing
as entire families were wiped out in seconds.

“We were shocked late at night to see strikes and
attacks on Gaza like in the early days of the war,”
Momen Qoreigeh, who lost 26 members of his family
in the attacks, told Al Jazeera.

“I'was with my family and suddenly there was a huge
attack on our residential block. The attack killed so
many people from my family, some of them we still

haven’t recovered from under the rubble.”

Ahmed Abu Rizq, a teacher, recounted the initial
hours of the Israeli attacks, which added to the state
of sheer horror and panic being witnessed at the
hospitals.

“We woke up frightened, hearing Israeli strikes
everywhere in Gaza. If you're now in one of Gaza’s
hospitals, you will see blood everywhere,” said Abu Rizq,
adding that he had seen families arriving at hospital
with the “remains of their children” in their hands.

Reporting from Gaza City, Al Jazeera’s Hani
Mahmoud said that Israel’s strikes had once again
turned Gaza into a “killing box”.

“Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza City is overwhelmed
with the number of mass casualties arriving,” said
Mahmoud. “We’ve seen entire families [Killed] brought
here, including a family of 26, with women, children
and elderly. We've seen a mother here, crying over the
bodies of her two daughters.

Why has Israel resumed

AGENCIES

Isracl has resumed large-scale
attacks in Gaza with a wave of
airstrikes and artillery fire against
targets throughout the devastated
territory. More than 400 have been
killed and hundreds more injured,
according to Palestinian authorities.

The casualties include some
high-ranking Hamas officials and
many civilians, including women
and children. Hospitals and civil
defence teams say they have been
overwhelmed.

Israel has also issued evacuation
orders for parts of northern and
central Gaza close to the perimeter,
suggesting that some kind of attack
involving troops on the ground
is imminent. Hundreds, possibly
thousands, of Palestinians in the
territory who have only recently
returned to their homes, often in
ruins, are on the move again.

WHY IS IT HAPPENING NOW?

The Israeli government has been
threatening to launch an offensive
for weeks. Israeli officials say
targeting the Hamas leadership,
which has re-emerged in recent
weeks to again take control of Gaza,
will bring about the release of more
hostages. Many hostage families in
Israel dispute this.

More practically, Israel now has
capabilities it lacked six weeks ago.
Ammunition stocks have been
replenished - partly due to US
deliveries — and new potential targets
among Hamas' leaders identified.
Planes and other equipment have
been repaired. Troops have been
rested.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR
THE CEASEFIRE?
The new offensive comes 16 days
after the first of three phases of a
ceasefire agreed in January ended.
The three phases were supposed to
lead to a definitive end to the war,
a total Israeli withdrawal from Gaza
and the release of all remaining
Israeli hostages held by Hamas.
Indirect talks to prevent a return
to violence have stalled. Israel has

large-scale strikes on Gaza?

Injured Palestinians mourn beside the body of a baby, who was Killed in
an Israeli strike, at the Indonesian Hospital in Beit Lahia, in the northern

Gaza Strip yesterday.

proposed extending the first phase
of the ceasefire by 30 to 60 days
to allow for the release of more
hostages in exchange for Palestinian
prisoners. Hamas has refused this.

WHAT REASONS ARE BEING
CITED FOR THE NEW STRIKES?
Critics says Netanyahu never had
any intention of moving to the
second phase of the ceasefire, which
would have meant Israeli forces
withdrawing from Gaza, in effect
leaving Hamas as its de facto ruler.
Hamas has reasserted its control
in recent weeks, humanitarian
officials there say, with civilian
officials returning to previous posts
and the battered military wing
finding thousands of new recruits.

A second reason cited is that
Israel had the full backing of the
Trump administration for renewed
attacks against Hamas.

Then there are the domestic
political factors. Netanyahu needs
support from rightwing allies to win
crucial votes in Israel’s parliament
in coming days and weeks, and
to maintain his grip on power.
These allies have fiercely opposed
a permanent end to hostilities in
Gaza, with one resigning from
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his ministerial post in protest at
the January ceasefire. This vital
support is now assured — at least in
the short term.

Netanyahu is also on trial for
corruption. If found guilty, he could
face prison. On Tuesday, a court
approved Netanyahu'’s request not
to appear at a hearing on Tuesday
“due to the renewal of the war”,
Israeli media reported.

WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN NEXT?
The grim reality is that the fragile
two-month pause in hostilities
between Israel and Hamas is now
over. Israeli officials have made
clear that the strikes are merely the
beginning of a potentially much
broader offensive that will continue
until Hamas releases the 59 Israeli
hostages still held in Gaza.

However, the move will not
be welcomed by Egypt, which
played a key role in the ceasefire
negotiations, as well as Jordan and
Saudi Arabia.

“The entire region is on the brink
of something,” said an al Jazeera
correspondent, “Clearly, this
humiliation of [Egyptian| President
[Abdel Fattah] el-Sisi cannot go by
with total impunity.”

West will try to
undermine us

Says Putin ahead of talks
with Trump on Ukraine

AFP, Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday said
the West would try to undermine Russia regardless
of whether it lifted sanctions, telling business
leaders in Moscow they should look elsewhere to
invest.

Delivering a broadly anti-Western speech
ahead of a crunch phone call with US counterpart
Donald Trump, Putin said the G7 group was
too small to see “on a map” and that Western
dominance was “slipping away”.

Western  countries introduced — sweeping
sanctions on Russia in response to its full-scale
military offensive against Ukraine in February
2022, restrictions that the Kremlin has called an
“illegal” attempt to destroy its economy.

“Even if there is a gesture from the other side,
like they suggest lifting or easing something, you
can expect they will find another way of pressing

down, to throw a spanner in the works,”
Putin told business leaders at

an event in Moscow.
“You should invest
where it is profitable
for you and Russia,
where profits are high
and investments are
reliably protected.

There are many such

regions of the world,”
the Russian leader said.

Dozens of Western
companies pulled out

of Russia in the wake of its

conflict in Ukraine, while some

of those that remained were seized by the Russian
government.

While the Russian economy has overcome the
initial shock of sanctions and found domestic
alternatives to most Western brands, it wants the
West to lift them as part of any Ukraine peace deal.

The Trump administration has declined to
say whether it will ease sanctions on Moscow,
saying only that both sides will need to make
“concessions” for peace.

Washington and Moscow have expressed
optimism about recent talks but it remains to be
seen if Trump can convince Putin to agree to a US-
proposed 30-day ceaselire, more than three years
into Russia’s invasion.

Kyiv has agreed to halting fighting, but Putin
instead set a string of conditions, with European
countries criticising him for not committing to an
immediate ceasefire.
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