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non-partisan manner, 
what will be the role of a 
shadow council leader? 
Will it merely be a symbolic 
opposition post?” he asked.

A significant point of 
contention was whether 
local government members 
would be willing to serve 
without remuneration.

“When elected 
representatives at all 
levels demand increased 
allowances, would anyone 
be interested in contesting 
elections without payment?” 
questioned Samor Roy, 
executive director of Media 
Professional Group.

The debate over 
maintaining deputy 
commissioner offices also 
gained momentum, with 
governance experts arguing 
that fully empowered 
district councils could 
eliminate the need 
for separate deputy 
commissioner offices.

“Rather than 
maintaining redundant 
administrative structures, 
district councils could be 
transformed into district-
based economic hubs,” 
suggested Mohammad 
Mahbub Alam Firoz, 
executive director of 
SHIELD.

Speakers also stressed 
the need for an inclusive 
governance system, 
with Raushan Ara from 
Naripokkho emphasising 
the importance of diverse 
representation across 
gender, profession, age, 
and ethnicity in local 
government committees.

Responding to 
journalists’ questions, the 
Governance Advocacy 
Forum acknowledged the 
role of political parties 
in implementing these 
reforms. 

They urged the 
government to engage 
with political parties 
more effectively and 
reduce dependence on 
bureaucracy to accelerate 
reform decisions.

“ D e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n 
will only work if elected 
representatives are 
genuinely empowered 
to make decisions and 
implement policies,” they 

added.
The event, moderated 

by Kaniz Fatema, deputy 
executive director of WAVE 
Foundation, was attended 
by experts including 
Firoz Nurun Nabi Jugol, 
programme director 
of Democracywatch, 
Mohammad Mohsin Kabir, 
programme manager 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, as well as 
representatives from the 
media, civil society, youth 
groups, and marginalised 
communities.
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raping his 12-year-old 
granddaughter in Jashore’s 
Manirampur upazila. 

The accused is Lutfar 
Rahman Gazi, 60. 

Police said Lutfar first 
raped the girl around a 
month ago. Then he raped 
her again on Monday. 

Later, the victim shared 
the incident with her family 
members.

A case was filed by the 
victim’s aunt, said OC 
Noor Mohammad Gazi of 
Manirampur Police Station.

In Panchagrah, a local 
court sent a madrasa 
teacher to jail yesterday for 
sodomising his student.

Rezwan Parvez, 22, 
sodomised the 11-year-
old student early Sunday, 
according to case statement.

Later, police arrested 
the accused following a 
case filed by the victim’s 
father, said OC Sohel Rana 
of Debiganj Police Station.

In Kurigram, police 
yesterday detained a man 
for raping a 50-year-old 
intellectually disabled 
woman in Nageshwari area.

The accused, Babar Ali, 
30, raped the woman when 
she went to the riverbank 
yesterday afternoon.

The process of filing 
a case was ongoing, said 
Nageshwari Police Station’s 
OC Rezaul Karim Reza last 
night.

Furthermore, two men 
were sent to jail yesterday 
in Munshiganj and Gazipur 
on charges of molesting 
two children.

In Munshiganj, Md 
Yasin, 45, allegedly 
molested a six-year-old girl 
near her home in Gazaria 
upazila on Monday.

Locals rescued the girl 
as she screamed, but Yasin 
managed to flee.

Later, her father filed 
a case, leading to Yasin’s 
arrest, said Mohammad 
Anwar Alam, OC of Gazaria 
Police Station.

In Gazipur, Shankar 
Chandra Shil, 50, a salon 
owner, was accused of 
molesting an eight-year-
old girl in Pubail.

The child’s mother later 
filed a case, and police 
arrested Shankar the same 
night, said SM Amirul Islam, 
OC of Pubail Police Station.
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An additional secretary 
from the ministry said 
extended holidays help 
ease travel challenges for 
people returning to their 
hometowns for Eid. If April 
3 is declared a holiday, 
employees could potentially 
enjoy a nine-day break from 
March 28 to April 5.  

Government officials 
may not take casual leave 
between holidays, as it 
would be considered an 
extension of the break, but 
they can apply for earned 
leave.
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It also recommended 
increasing fines and 
compensation mentioned 
in Section 250. 

Furthermore, the 
Supreme Court could 
issue a practice direction 
under Chapter IIIB of the 
High Court Division Rules. 
If a complaint is brought 
before a Magistrate’s Court 
under Section 200 of the 
CrPC, in which the majority 
of the accused indivisuals 
are not explicitly linked to 
the alleged incident, the 
magistrate should ensure a 
proper investigation before 
taking cognisance of the 
case.

To prevent real culprits 
from being spared due to 
collusion with the police, 
the commission proposed 
forming a high-powered 
task force in every division 
to oversee such matters.
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president of the party, said 
to maintain neutrality, 
the two advisers, who 
were former student 
leaders, must step down 
immediately.

“If they do not resign, 
we will announce a strict 
programme in coordination 
with other political parties 
and pro-revolution forces,” 
he declared. 

He criticised the interim 
government for what he 
called an imbalance in 
representation, saying, 
“This is a people’s 
government, yet instead of 
fulfilling public aspirations, 
it is favouring a particular 
political party. This raises 
doubts and suspicions.”

He warned that if the 
government fails to meet 
public expectations, people 
will stand against it as well.

The party also criticised 
the remarks made by 
US Director of National 
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, 
who, during a media 
interview in Delhi, said 
the Trump administration 
is “deeply concerned” 
about the situation in 

Bangladesh, particularly 
regarding Islamic terrorism 
and the persecution of 
minorities.

Gono Odhikar Parishad 
dismissed these claims, 
asserting that no such 
issues exist in the country.

Calling for meaningful 
reforms, the party 
emphasised the need to 
restructure the Advisory 
Council under the chief 
adviser’s leadership, as 
it currently includes 
controversial figures. They 
cited a High Court ruling, 
stressing that elections 
must be held under a 
caretaker government to 
ensure fairness.

The group reiterated 
its demands for trials for 
genocide, state reforms, and 
a clear roadmap forward.

“We agree with the chief 
adviser’s statement that 
state reforms are needed 
before the December 
elections. However, 
achieving this requires 
national consensus. 
Unfortunately, the 
advisers’ statements are 
only deepening national 
divisions,” they said.
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needed to prevent them 
from doing so,” said 
the ACC official in the 
application.

Earlier, on February 25, 
the same court issued a 
travel ban on Nayeemul 
Islam Khan and his family 
in connection with the 
allegations.

Meanwhile, the ACC has 
filed two separate cases 
against former lawmaker 
Mrinal Kanti Das and his 
wife Nilima Das for illegally 
acquiring assets worth over 
Tk 3 crore.

ACC director general 
Akhtar Hossain confirmed 

the information at 
the commission’s 
headquarters in Dhaka’s 
Segunbagicha yesterday.

Mrinal has been named 
as an accused in both cases.

Allegations against him 
include acquiring illegal 
wealth worth Tk 1.55 crore 
and conducting suspicious 
transactions worth Tk 2.41 
crore in his eight bank 
accounts. 

Nilima has been accused 
of acquiring illegal wealth 
worth Tk 1.45 crore and 
conducting suspicious 
transactions worth Tk 16.19 
crore in 30 bank accounts 
under her name.
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Speakers called upon 
government agencies like 
Rajuk and city corporations 
to swiftly implement area-
based action plans for 
establishing essential civic 
facilities such as schools, 
hospitals, parks, and 
playgrounds as outlined in 
the DAP.

Professor Adil 
Mohammed Khan, 
president of BIP, said while 
significant constitutional 
reforms took place 
following the July Uprising, 
no substantial reforms 
have been made to urban 
planning, construction 
laws, or environmental 
policies to ensure 
sustainable and inclusive 
development.

“Instead, vested groups 
have persistently spread 
misinformation about the 
DAP,” he said.

The review committees 
formed after previous DAP 
ultimately weakened their 
implementation, prioritising 
business interests over the 
public good, he alleged.

Prof Khan highlighted 
that the uncertainty with 
DAP has discouraged 
property owners from 
constructing buildings, as 
professionals in the sector 
advised clients against 
proceeding with designs 
aligned with the new 
regulations.

He also pointed out the 
alarming modifications 
in the proposed building 

regulations, including 
a drastic increase to the 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) for 
residential buildings in 
Dhaka, placing excessive 
pressure on an already 
overburdened city.

Increasing population 
density in certain areas 
without enhanced 
infrastructure and civic 
amenities would severely 
impact Dhaka’s liveability, 
he said.

Prof Ahmad 
Kamruzzaman Majumder, 
dean of science at Stamford 
University, stated that 
poor urban planning 
has made Dhaka nearly 
uninhabitable.

Sheikh Muhammad 
Mehedi Ahsan, general 
secretary of BIP, said 
instead of prioritising 
effective building 
regulations, public health, 
and welfare, the recent 
amendments appear to 
be driven by business 
interests.

Prof Shayer Gafur of 
architecture department 
at Buet said increasing 
building heights and 
FAR indiscriminately is 
exacerbating congestion and 
environmental degradation.

Engineer Abu Sadeq, 
executive director of Center 
for Housing and Building 
Research, urged Rajuk 
and relevant ministries to 
involve all stakeholders, 
including professionals 
and citizens in the urban 
policy amendment process.
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They also discussed issues 
of mutual interest and ways 
to deepen bilateral relations.

Senator Peters inquired 
about the reform initiatives 
and plans for holding free 
and fair elections.

Prof Yunus said elections 
could be held in December 
if political parties agree to 
a limited set of reforms. 
However, if they seek a 
broader package, the 
polls may take place a few 
months later.

“The election will be free 
and fair, with celebrations 
on election day, just as we 
have seen in the past,” he 
said.

The chief adviser also 
said political parties will 
sign a July Charter once 
they reach an agreement 
on the proposed reforms.

Peters appreciated 
the reform agenda of the 
government, saying the US 
looks forward to a smooth 
democratic transition in 
Bangladesh.

The US Senator also 
called on Foreign Adviser 
Touhid Hossain at the 
State Guest House Padma 
yesterday, where both sides 
emphasised the need to 
further strengthen trade 
relations and security 
cooperation between the 
two nations.
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Salvador Carbajal Lopez, 
director of Education 
for South Asia at the 
British Council, shared 
key findings from the 
report. He revealed that 
in the 2022-23 academic 
year, approximately 2,145 
Bangladeshi students were 
studying for UK higher 
education qualifications in 
Bangladesh.

However, this number 
remains relatively low 
compared to countries like 
India and Sri Lanka, which 
have around 15,000 and 
54,000 UK TNE students, 
respectively.  

The University of London 
is the largest UK TNE 
provider in Bangladesh, 
accounting for about 75 
percent of all UK TNE 
students in the country. 
These students are primarily 
enrolled as “distance 
learning” students, although 
the university’s TNE model 
operates differently from 
other distance learning 
institutions.
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Abeda Gulrukh, told The 
Daily Star that following 
the HC order, the EC’s 
notification will not 
apply to Rastra Sangskar 
Andolon, allowing the 
party to continue its 
activities.

She argued that the 
notification contradicts 
the constitutional 
definition of political 
parties and the Election 
Reform Commission’s 
recommendations.

According to the EC 
law, a political party must 
have committees in at 

least 22 districts and 100 
upazilas for registration. 
However, the three hill 
districts have only 20 
upazilas, preventing hill 
communities from forming 
political or regional parties 
despite their interest.

As a result, the current 
law, under which the 
notification was issued, 
deprives the hill population 
of the right to establish 
political parties, the lawyer 
added.

Deputy Attorney 
General Golam Rahman 
Bhuiyan represented the 
state during the hearing.
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bookings, the adviser 
added.

Khalid shared this 
information during a press 
briefing at the conference 
room of the ministry.

Regarding the refund of 
air ticket costs for Umrah 
pilgrims, the adviser said 
Biman is refunding ticketed 
pilgrims who are unable to 
travel due to visa issues as per 
regulations. Other airlines, 
including Saudia, have also 
been requested to refund 
fares to those affected.

He further informed that 
the Saudi Ministry of Hajj 
and Umrah has assigned 
over 400 Saudi Umrah 
companies to coordinate 
Umrah operations with 
agencies from various 
countries. Each company 
has a specific quota for 
Umrah pilgrims annually. 
Once a company reaches 
its quota, visa issuance 
through that company is 
temporarily halted.

Khalid said that upon 
learning about the visa 
issue, the ministry promptly 
contacted the Saudi 
Embassy in Dhaka. Initially, 
a verbal request was made 
to maintain the visa 
issuance process, followed 
by a formal letter (DO letter) 
urging the continuation of 
Umrah visa issuance.

He added that 
Bangladesh’s Hajj counsellor 
in Jeddah is in regular 
communication with 
relevant officials of the Saudi 
Ministry of Hajj and Umrah 
to ensure that ticketed 
pilgrims can perform Umrah 
during Ramadan.


