
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 18, 2025 

CHAITRA 4, 1431 BS        7

Canada PM seeks ‘reliable’ EU 
allies after Trump threats

AFP, Paris

Canadian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney yesterday said that his 
country was seeking to reinforce 
ties with “reliable” European allies, 
as he embarked on a transatlantic 
trip after his country’s economy 
and even sovereignty came under 
unprecedented threat from its 
southern neighbour the United 
States.

Carney, the former Bank of 
England governor who succeeded 
Justin Trudeau last week, 
conspicuously chose key Europe 
powers France and the United 
Kingdom, rather than the United 
States, for his first foreign visits 
after President Donald Trump 
ramped up the rhetoric against 
Canada.

Describing Canada as the 
“most European of non-European 

countries”, Carney said his nation 
needed to boost ties with European 
allies like France while trying to 
retain positive relations with the 
United States.

“It is more important than ever 
for Canada to reinforce its ties with 
reliable allies like France,” Carney 
said during a press conference with 
President Emmanuel Macron at the 
Elysee Palace on his first trip abroad 
since becoming prime minister on 
Friday. 

“I want to ensure that France 
and the whole of Europe works 
enthusiastically with Canada, the 
most European of non-European 
countries, determined like you to 
maintain the most positive possible 
relations with the United States,” 
Carney said.

Carney faces threats on three 
fronts: a trade war with the 
Washington, Trump’s threats to 
annex his country, and looming 
domestic elections.

Trump’s imposition of an 
escalating raft of import tariffs on 
Canadian goods has threatened to 
trigger a recession, and his scorn 
for Canadian sovereignty sent 
jitters through the former ally.

Opinion polls show a large 
majority of Canadian voters reject 
Trump’s argument that their 
country would be better off as the 
“51st state of the United States”.

Trump’s freeze of 
VOA, others risks 
aiding enemies: EU
AFP, Brussels

The EU yesterday warned that President Donald 
Trump’s freeze on US-funded media outlets, 
including Radio Free Europe, risked “benefitting 
our common adversaries”.  

Trump’s administration at the weekend started 
laying off staff at Voice of America and other 
broadcasters including Prague-based Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty after freezing their funding.

“We see these media outlets really as beacons 
of truth, of democracy, and of hope for millions 
of people around the world,” said European 
Commission spokeswoman Paula Pinho.

“Freedom of the press... is critical for democracy. 
And this decision risks benefitting our common 
adversaries,” she said, without naming countries, 
groups or individuals.

Pinho added that the freeze would be discussed 
during a meeting of EU foreign ministers in 
Brussels on Monday.

Founded by the United States during the Cold 
War to counter Soviet propaganda, RFE/RL was 
banned across the communist bloc including 
former Czechoslovakia, where regimes regularly 
jammed its signal.

Students yesterday gather at the University of Skopje during a memorial ceremony a day after a fire tore 
through an overcrowded nightclub packed with mostly young people in North Macedonia killing 59 revellers in 
Skopje. Some 155 people who were injured in the inferno had been taken to hospitals across the country, 22 of 
them in critical condition, officials said. PHOTO: AFP

80% of Afghan ops 
risk shutdown by 
June: WHO

AFP, Kabul

The World Health 
Organization yesterday said 
80 percent of services that 
it supports in Afghanistan 
could shut down by June 
due to a funding shortage.

The UN health agency 
said the cash shortfall, 

which comes amid massive 
US aid cuts, is tied to a shift in 

“development aid priorities”.
“Without urgent intervention, over 220 more 

facilities could close by June 2025, leaving an 
additional 1.8 million Afghans without access to 
primary health care,” WHO said in a statement.

The agency said that 167 such operations have 
already closed due to a lack of financial support.

The Taliban government is not recognised 
internationally and relies largely on NGOs, UN 
agencies and aid donors to keep the health system 
afloat. 

DUTERTE’S ICC ARREST

Philippine Senate launches probe
AFP, Manila

The Philippine Senate yesterday 
said it will conduct a formal probe 
of ex-president Rodrigo Duterte’s 
arrest and swift handover last week 
to the International Criminal Court, 
which is to try him for alleged crimes 
against humanity.

The 79-year-old, the first Asian 
former head of state charged by the 
ICC, stands accused of the crime 
against humanity of murder over his 
years-long campaign against drug 
users and dealers that rights groups 
have said killed thousands.

The probe was initiated by Senator 
Imee Marcos, sister of President 
Ferdinand Marcos but a close friend 
of Duterte’s eldest daughter, Vice 
President Sara Duterte.

The two families have had a 
spectacular falling out since Marcos 
teamed with Duterte to win an 
election landslide in 2022. The latter 
has since been impeached on charges 
that include an alleged assassination 
plot against the president.

“As chairperson of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations, I 

am calling for an urgent investigation 
into the arrest of former President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte, an issue that 
has deeply divided the nation,” Imee 
Marcos said in a statement Monday.

“It is imperative to establish 
whether due process was followed 
and to ensure that his legal rights 
were not just upheld but protected,” 
she said, adding: “Our sovereignty 
and legal processes must remain 
paramount.”

Duterte was arrested at Manila 
airport on March 11 after a brief 
trip to Hong Kong and flown to the 
Netherlands just hours later where he 
was turned over to the ICC.

The Senate has set a public 
hearing for Thursday and invited top 
police and other government officials 
to give evidence.

AFP, Sanaa

Huge crowds joined protests in rebel-controlled Yemen 
on Monday after deadly US strikes killed dozens and 
sparked fears of a new cycle of violence in the conflict-
torn country.

Tens of thousands of demonstrators, many waving 
assault rifles, daggers or Korans, chanted “Death to 
America, death to Israel!” in the capital Sanaa.

There were also large crowds in Saada, birthplace of 
the Iran-backed Huthi movement, and demonstrations in 
Dhamar, Hodeida and Amran, footage from the rebels’ Al-
Masirah TV station showed.

“Yemen will never back down -- we defy the Americans, 
we defy the Zionists,” said a man shouting slogans to the 
Sanaa crowd, who chanted back: “We are the men of the 
prophet.”

The protests came after the 
first US strikes on Yemen 
under President Donald 
Trump, aimed at ending 
the Huthis’ Red Sea 
harassment campaign, 
which killed 53 people 
and wounded 98 on 
Saturday.

The rebels, at 
war with a Saudi-led 
coalition for a decade, 
launched scores of 
attacks on ships in the 
vital route during the Gaza 
war, claiming solidarity with 
the Palestinians.

Earlier yesterday, they said they had attacked the USS 
Harry S. Truman aircraft carrier group twice within 24 
hours. There was no comment from the United States.

Washington has vowed to keep hitting Yemen until 
the rebels stop attacking Red Sea shipping, with Trump 
warning he would use “overwhelming lethal force”.

On Sunday, US officials vowed further bombardments 
until the rebels ended their campaign against Red Sea 
shipping, while also threatening action against the 
group’s sponsor Iran.

Huthi media reported more explosions late on Sunday, 
accusing the Americans of targeting a cotton facility in 
the Hodeida region and the Galaxy Leader, a cargo ship 
hijacked in November 2023.

The United Nations urged both sides to “cease all 
military activity”, while expressing concern over Huthi 
threats to resume the Red Sea attacks.

Beijing called for “dialogue and negotiation” and a de-
escalation of tensions.

Yemenis vow 
to defy US

Death toll from US strikes rises 
to 53; Huthis claim targeting US 

aircraft carrier


