
CITY  
DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 18, 2025 

CHAITRA 4, 1431 BS        5

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

A functionally dead canal in the 
Gamoirtola area of Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara upazila has allegedly been 
encroached upon by a local resident, 
causing concern among farmers and 
residents. 

Locals say the Gamoirtola 
canal lost its natural flow after its 
connection to the Pakhimara canal 
was cut off during the construction 
of the Kalapara-Kuakata road. 

While the canal remains dry for 
most of the year, it retains waist-
deep water during the monsoon, 
providing essential irrigation for 
nearby croplands and benefiting 
local farmers.

However, residents allege that one 
Habib Gazi has illegally filled parts of 
the canal and constructed structures 
on it, threatening its complete 
disappearance.

“During monsoon, the canal still 
holds enough water for irrigation,” 
said Abul Basher, a local farmer. “But 
Habib Gazi is grabbing it to build a 
house and pond. If this continues, the 

canal will vanish, and our farming will 
suffer due to lack of irrigation water.”

Hanif Talukder, a resident of 
Nayamotpur village, added, “The 
section near our village has already 
been filled to merge with adjacent 
farmland. Only the part in Gamoirtola 
holds water in monsoon, making it 
vital for irrigation.”

He also criticised the upazila land 
office for allegedly allocating the 
canal’s land for settlement, which has 
encouraged illegal occupation.

“Immediate action is needed to 
restore the canal,” he said.

When contacted, Habib Gazi 
claimed he legally obtained 1.5 acres 
of land -- including the canal -- 
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Chemically-treated 
pineapples raise 
health concerns

Madhupur farmers use excessive hormone 
to maximise profit during Ramadan

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Pineapple farmers in Madhupur upazila 
of Tangail have been using chemicals 
to enhance the fruit’s size and hasten 
ripening process in hope of maximising 
their profit by grabbing the market 
early amid Ramadan season.

Madhupur region is a key hub of 
pineapple cultivation in Bangladesh.

Due to this ill practice, the harvested 
pineapples lose the sweet and aromatic 
flavour characteristic of the fruit, while 
also becoming a health hazard for 
consumers due to the blatant use of 
chemicals.

The Honey Queen variety 
of pineapples cultivated 
in Madhupur, locally 
known as Joldungi, 
usually arrives in 
the market during 
May and June, 
according to local 
farmers and officials 
of the Department of 
Agricultural Extension.

Rakib Al Rana, 
upazila agriculture officer 
in Madhupur, said Joldungi 
pineapples mainly grow and ripen 
during monsoon. However, some 
greedy farmers and traders, seeing the 
increasing demand for the fruit during 
Ramadan, have started treating their  
pineapples with chemicals to hasten 
the harvest process.

According to DAE in Madhupur, 
pineapples have been cultivated on 
6,630 hectares of land in the upazila 
this year. 

Giant Q, locally called Calendar, is 
the main variety grown in Madhupur. It 
has been cultivated on 4,220 hectares, 

while the Honey Queen variety is being 
grown on 2,392 hectares and MD 
variety on 18 hectares.

The Honey Queen variety is 
harvested in May-June, while the Giant 
Q variety in July-August.

DAE officials said the government 
approved use of hormones to slightly 
quicken the yield process. Hormones 
are supposed to be used 15 days before 
and after the budding stage for better 
flowering and preventing shedding of 
buds.

However, some local farmers are 
using the chemicals excessively, 

disregarding the government 
directives, in hopes of 

earning more profits, they 
added.

A section of local 
chemical shop owners 
have encouraged 
them to use chemicals 
to increase their 

sales and profits, DAE 
officials alleged.

Several pineapple 
growers in Madhupur, 

however, said they use 
chemicals as there is a high 

demand among buyers for chemically 
treated fruits, as they stay fresh for 
longer. Wholesalers do not like buying 
the naturally organic pineapple, as it 
spoils quickly after the harvest.

Due to a lack of access to DAE 
officials, farmers have no choice but to 
rely on these local chemical shops for 
their suggestions on how to apply the 
chemicals, the farmers said.

Chan Miah, a pineapple grower, said, 
“In one field, all the pineapples do not 
ripen at the same time. So, sometimes 
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Under the scorching sun, dozens wait for hours at a TCB truck distributing essentials at subsidised prices for 
Ramadan. The photo was taken at Boyra Pujakhola Mor in Khulna city yesterday.
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Prevention, 
early detection 
key to tackling 
NCDs: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) like 
cardiovascular diseases, 
diabetes, and cancer 
causing nearly 70 percent 
of deaths in the country, 
health experts have 
stressed the need for 
stronger prevention, early 
detection, and integrated 
risk management.

Despite the alarming 
rise in NCDs, they noted 
that the existing healthcare 
infrastructure remains 
inadequate, underscoring 
the urgency of integrating 
NCD care into primary 
healthcare services.

They made the 
suggestions at a multi-
stakeholder health debate, 
the fifth of its kind, at the 
CIRDAP auditorium in the 
capital yesterday.

The workshop was 
organised by Power and 
Participation Research 
Centre (PPRC) and the 
Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC) Forum with support 
from Unicef.

Prof MA Faiz, former 
director general of the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS), 
said NCDs are responsible 
for 70 percent of deaths 
in the country. However, 
reducing premature 
deaths caused by NCDs 
is a key target under the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

Citing a recent survey, 
he pointed out that one in 
four people in Bangladesh 
has hypertension, while 
one in ten has diabetes.
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