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Macedonia
nightclub
fire kills 59

AFP, Skopje

A fire tore through a nightclub in North
Macedonia early  yesterday, Kkilling
59 people, apparently after on-stage
fireworks set the place ablaze, authorities
said, announcing arrest warrants for four
people.

They said 155 injured people had been
taken to hospitals across the country, 18
of them in critical condition. Some of the
serious cases were to be taken to other
European countries for treatment.

Theblaze started in the Club Pulse in the
castern town of Kocani around 3:00am, as
the place was packed with more than 1,000
mostly young fans attending a concert.

The fire was probably caused by the use
of pyrotechnic devices “used for light effects
at the concert”, said Interior Minister Pance
Toskovski.

“Sparks caught the ceiling, which was
made of easily flammable material, after
which the fire rapidly spread across the
whole discotheque, creating thick smoke,”
Toskovski said.

Pak separatists
Kill 5 troops in
Balochistan

AFP, Quetta

Separatists in southwest Pakistan Killed at
least five paramilitaries and wounded more
than 30 yesterday, police told AFP, days
after an attack on a train in Balochistan
province left dozens dead.

“There were seven buses in the convoy
which was heading to Taftan (on the
Iranian border). At Noshki, a car laden
with explosives hit one of the buses,” said
Mohammed Zafar, a police official in
Noshki, a town in Balochistan.

Five people were killed and 35 wounded,
he said.

The attack was claimed by the Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA), the main separatist
group in the province, which said the
bombing was carried out by its suicide
attack branch.

To all houthi terrorists, your time is up, and your attacks

must stop, starting today. If they don’t, hell will rain kllled 12 in
l =% down upon you like nothing you have ever seen before!

Donald Trump

=T US president

People cheer as Mohammed, an Egyptian ‘musaharati’, beats a drum and makes calls for observant Muslims to wake up for
the ‘suhur’ meal (last meal before fasting), in the old quarter of Gairo during the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan, early

yesterday.

Gaza truce talks dogged
by deep divisions

AFP, Jerusalem But he directed the team to base its
......................................... neg()tiati()ns 01,1 a proposal b),. [TS Midd]e
Isracl and Hamas are set for more indirect FEast envoy Steve Witkofl that calls for the
talks yesterday on the Gaza ceasefire,butdeep  “immediate release of 11 living hostages and
divisions persist between the (wo warring ;11 of the deceased hostages”.
sides on the terms of the fragile truce.
Mediated by Qatar, Egypt, and
the United States, the initial
phase of the ceasefire took
effect on January 19, largely
halting 15 months of deadly
fighting in Gaza. ‘
That phase ended in early
March, and though both sides
have since refrained from all-
out war, they have been unable

That came after Hamas said it was

ready (o release a living Israeli-US

hostage, FEdan Alexander, along
with the bodies of four other
Israeli-Americans in exchange
for Palestinian prisoners.

A Hamas delegation, which
left Cairo for Doha where the
movement is based, said the

proposal to hand over the five

to agree on the next stage of the had also been put forward by the
ceasefire in the Palestinian territory. United States.

Late on Saturday, Prime Minister Benjamin But the United States, the key military
Netanyahu instructed Israeli negotiators to ally of Israel, has since criticised Hamas’
continue the talks, his office said. insistence on that proposal.

i

e

PHOTO: AFP

Blast kills 16
in Syria

AFP, Damascus

A massive  explosion
believed to have been
triggered by a scrap dealer
handling an old bomb
Kkilled at least 16 people in
Syria, civil defence officials
said yesterday.

The blast on Saturday
in the city of Latakia
demolished a four-storey
building, crushing residents
underneath chunks of their
flattened homes.

Aid agencies warned last
month of the dangers posed
by unexploded munitions
left over from Syria’s civil
war that erupted in 2011
It said up to 300,000 of
the roughly one million
munitions used during the
war never detonated.

Rubio, Lavrov
discuss ‘next
steps’ on Ukraine

AFP, Washington

Russia and the United States have discussed the
“next steps” of how to end the war in Ukraine,
the Kremlin said yesterday, hours after Kyiv’s
European allies urged Moscow to commit to an
unconditional 30-day ceaselfire.

The United States this week proposed the halt
in fighting in the more than three-year war after
talks in Saudi Arabia, which Kyiv agreed to.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has given no
clear answer, instead listing a string of conditions
and raising “serious questions” over the proposal.

Moscow yesterday said that US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio called his Russian counterpart
Sergei Lavrov and that the pair had discussed
“concrete aspects of the implementation of
understandings” at a US-Russia summit in Saudi
Arabia last month.

The February Riyadh gathering was the first
high-level meeting between the United States and
Russia since Moscow launched its invasion.

State Department spokeswoman Tammy Bruce
said Rubio and Lavrov “agreed to continue working
towards restoring communication between the
United States and Russia”.

They have discussed the “next steps” to find a
solution, he added.

Tornadoes ravage
US; at least 33 killed

AFP, Houston

At least 33 people have been killed and dozens
more injured when tornadoes and violent
storms raked across the central United States,
as forecasters warned more severe weather was
expected Sunday.

Eight people died in Kansas in a crash involving
more than 50 vehicles, caused by low visibility
during a “severe dust storm,” local police said.

Missouri State Highway Patrol confirmed 12
storm-related fatalities. In Mississippi, the state’s
governor said six deaths were reported and that
three people were missing since late Saturday.

Meanwhile in Texas, local authorities told AFP
that four people had died in vehicle accidents
linked to dust storms and fires that reduced
visibility on the roads.

In the neighbouring state of Arkansas, officials
said three people had died and 29 had been
injured in the storm.

More tornadoes were forecast in the central Gulf
Coast states including Mississippi and Tennessee.

Air strike

Myanmar

A Myanmar junta
airstrike on a village
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