
NEWS DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 16, 2025, CHAITRA 2, 1431 BS

5

A move to protect 
endangered wildlife

Satchhari National Park in Habiganj 
to be expanded by 600 hectares

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

A proposal to expand Satchhari 
National Park in Chunarughat 
upazila of Habiganj by 600 hectares 
has been approved recently.

At present, the park covers a 
forest area of just 243 hectares, 
making it the smallest reserve forest 
in Bangladesh.

With the expansion, the park will 
have a total area of 843 hectares, 
allowing protection and preservation 
of its diverse ecosystem and some 
of the country’s most critically 
endangered wildlife species, 
including bears, wild dogs, and 
different birds and other mammals.

According to the Wildlife 
Management and Nature 
Conservation Department, the 
proposal was submitted by the 
Satchhari Co-Management 
Committee, in collaboration with the 
Forest Department, and was recently 
approved by the Ministry of Forest, 
Environment, and Climate Change 
after extensive consultations with 
experts and a review of the park’s 
current wildlife management needs.

“Located along the border with 
India’s Tripura state, Satchhari 
National Park is a mixed evergreen 
forest surrounded by seven hillocks, 
with nine tea gardens nearby, 
including Satchhari Tea Garden 
to the west and Chaklapunji Tea 
Garden to the east. It is home to an 
impressive array of wildlife species, 
including nearly 200 avian species 
within a one-kilometre radius,” said 

Satchhari range officer Abdullah Al 
Mamun.

“The forest also shelters some 
of Bangladesh’s most endangered 
species, including northern pig-
tailed macaque, western hoolock 
gibbon, Phayre’s langur, and barking 
deer, among others,” he added. 

Muntasir Akash, a zoologist and 
an assistant professor of Dhaka 
University, opined that the park’s 
expansion is a critical move to 

protect the endangered species 
by allowing more available space 
for them while enhancing their 
conservation prospects.

Dr Inam Al Haque, founder of the 
Bangladesh Bird Club, said the forest 
is the only place in the country where 
such a high number of bird species 
can be found within a small area.

“As the forest grows, food 
sources will become more available, 
benefiting the bird population,” he 

added.
The park is also home to around 

28 species of reptiles and 10 species 
of amphibians, including the green 
pit viper, king cobra, python, and 
different species of frog. It also boats 
a colourful array of 190 species of 
butterflies.

“Satchhari’s current area is 
insufficient for wildlife management. 
Its expansion is expected to improve 
habitat quality, provide better food 

sources, and ensure more secure 
movement for its wildlife,” said Dr 
Jahangir Alam, divisional forest 
officer in Sylhet.

Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary 
of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon’s 
Habiganj unit, welcomed the decision, 
saying it will help protect the forest 
area, providing a safer environment 
for the animals’ reproduction and 
movement, which is crucial for 
maintaining its rich biodiversity.

TANGAIL MUNICIPALITY

Lack of animal screening, 
threaten public health

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Public health in Tangail is threatened 
due to a lack of screening of livestock 
and the absence of any dedicated 
slaughterhouse in the kitchen markets 
of the town.

Since the municipality and livestock 
department authorities have no 
effective mechanism of supervision, 
meat traders have been slaughtering 
animals unhygienically in the open, 
often on the roadsides in front of their 
shops.

There used to be a shed 
for slaughtering animals 
near Tangail stadium, 
which was abandoned 
following complaints 
by locals in 1988.

T a n g a i l 
Municipality later 
built a smaller shed 
at the town’s Park 
Bazar (market) for this 
purpose. However, when 
they started developing it 
further in 2012, the work had 
to be suspended over a land dispute 
between the municipality and the 
upazila Land Office.

Since then, animal slaughtering is 
being done by butchers at any place they 
consider convenient for them, ignoring 
concerns for public health.

According to rules, veterinary 
doctors from the Department of 
Livestock and inspectors from the 
municipality’s sanitation department 
are supposed to inspect and issue 
health certification for all animals 

before those are slaughtered.
The livestock department in Tangail 

said they do not have necessary 
personnel for the job, while the Tangail 
municipality authorities claimed their 
inspectors screen animals at the town 
markets every day.

“I inspect the animals at the markets 
daily to ensure that meat traders do not 
slaughter sick animals. However, it is a 
visual inspection since we do not have 
the necessary tools for the purpose,” 
said Sohel Hossain Raju, butcher shop 

inspector of Tangail municipality.
Several meat traders at Park 
Market, however, said they 

never saw any inspectors 
where they slaughter 
animals.

A team of local 
journalists during 
a recent visit to 
different kitchen 

markets in Tangail 
town observed animals 

being slaughtered in front 
of the butchers’ shops at the 

markets and on adjacent roads.
“Without any dedicated 

slaughterhouse or proper inspection 
of animals, consumers have no way 
of knowing what kind of meat they 
are buying or whether it is safe for 
consumption,” said Rubel Hossain, a 
resident of Adalat Para.

“Besides not maintaining hygiene 
while slaughtering animals, the meat 
traders often display and sell mutton 
and beef side by side,” said Sanjoy Saha, 
a shopper at Park Bazar.
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Activists held a rally at Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka yesterday, demanding a stop to violence against women 
and children across the country. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Teacher 
recruitment 
process to 
begin soon
Says adviser to 
Ministry of Primary 
and Mass Education

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

The recruitment process for 
vacant teacher and officer 
positions in the primary 
education sector will begin 
soon, said Prof Bidhan 
Ranjan Roy Poddar, adviser 
to the Ministry of Primary 
and Mass Education.

He was inaugurating 
a training programme 
organised by the 
Directorate of Primary 
Education at the conference 
room of the Patuakhali 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
(DC) office.

“Teachers and officials 
must always remember 
that everything we do is 
aimed at ensuring quality 
education for children,” the 
adviser said.

Regarding the transfer 
and posting of primary 
education teachers, he 
noted, “The government 
is working to make the 
teacher transfer process 
more transparent. The 
system has already been 
brought online to ensure 
fairness.”

The event was presided 
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