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People of all ages wait to collect water from a deep tube well in the Jharna Para area of Pahartali, Chattogram
yesterday. With summer approaching, water shortages have already begun in the port city due to intense heat. To
make matters worse, a mechanical failure at the main water pump in the Sagarika area has further intensified

the crisis.

Ensure swift
trials to
tackle sexual
violence

Demand women
activists
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women’s rights activists
have called for swift trials
and exemplary punishment
for rapists, citing a surge
in sexual violence due to
delays in justice.

The demand was made at
a human chain organised
by Nari Odhikar Andolon
in front of the Jatiya Press
Club yesterday.

Momtaz Mannan,
former Division Chiel of
the Planning Commission
and president of the
movement, said, “Women
and girls are not safe. The

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

RECRUITMENT OF 2,000 DOCTORS

Special BCS
on the cards

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The health ministry has proposed
holding a special BCS exam to recruit
2,000 doctors, alongside the ongoing
hiring of around 3,500 others through
three BCS exams.

On Sunday, the ministry wrote to
the public administration ministry,
requesting the special BCS to expedite
recruitment.

On March 4, the advisory council
approved the hiring of 2,000 additional
doctors to strengthen healthcare
services, particularly in rural areas.

Prof Sayedur Rahman, special
assistant to the chief adviser for the
health ministry, said yesterday that the
recruitment process for 3,463 doctors is
already underway -- 450 under the 45th
BCS, 1,682 under the 46th BCS, and

1,331 under the 47th BCS.

On March 9, the ministry again
wrote to the public administration
ministry, urging the swift arrangement
of a special BCS.

Additionally, Prof Sayedur said the
ministry has proposed increasing the
entry age for the BCS health cadre to 34
years. Previously set at 32—compared
to 30 for other cadres—to account for
the five-year MBBS degree and one-
year internship, the age limit was not
raised when all other cadres’ limits
were increased to 32. To address this, a
proposal was sent on 5 March.

He also said the ministry will issue a
circular regarding the ‘doctor’ title once
it receives the High Court’s full verdict,
which ruled that only MBBS and BDS

degree holders can use the title. A
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Fish traders travel through a village carrying pangas and carp fry in silver pots. They sell 100 pieces for Tk 300,
earning around Tk 5,000 daily. This photo was taken in the Raypasha Bosurhat area of Barishal Sadar upazila
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. money laundering
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has once again
extended the magistracy power
granted to commissioned officers
of the armed forces with the rank
of captain, its equivalent, or above
for another 60 days.

Additionally, the magistracy
power has been extended to
officers on deputation in the
Bangladesh Coast Guard and
Border Guard Bangladesh,
according to a circular issued
by the public administration
ministry yesterday.

This marks the fourth time
the government has extended

captain or higher.

According to the notification,
executive magistrates have been
empowered under sections 64,
65, 83, 84, 86,95 (2), 100, 105, 107,
109, 110, 126, 127, 128, 130, 133,
and 142 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898. The circular is
set to take effect immediately.

An officer with magistracy
power has the authority to arrest
individuals and place them in
custody. In cases of self-defence
and extreme necessity, the officer
can also open fire, as per the law.

Under section 12 (1) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1898, the
government has the authority

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
has charged Salman F Rahman, adviser
to former prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
his son Ahmed Shayan Fazlur Rahman,
and nine others for laundering Tk 76
crore to London and embezzling Tk
33.64 crore in loans.

ACC Director General Md Akhtar
Hossain confirmed the matter yesterday.

He said the accused colluded to abuse
their power and sanctioned a loan in the
name of Beximco Group’s subsidiary,
Index Power & Energy Ltd.

Violating the terms of the letter of
credit (LC), they opened an LC for US
$9.82 million (Tk 76.39 crore) to import
drawings and designs for Index Power
& Energy (Unit-2) from a shell company
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i0&M), BTV as below:

~ Tender ID No./
Reference No./
Procurement Type

e-Tender Notice

This is an International Online Tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in eGP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the &GP System Portal
ure.gov.bd) is required. For more details, please contact e-GP support desk contact

e-Tender is invited in e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by Office of the Senior Engineer

1
 Tender ID: 1087012
Re- Tander ID: 1048840

Invitation Reference No.:
15.54.0000.023.07.197.24

Procurement Type: ICT

Procurement Method:
Open Tendering Method
(OTM)

GD-638

Name of Goods Tender Last date & Tender
< Time for Tender Closing &
Publication
Date and Time Security Opening date
Submission & Time
2 T T 4 5
[Supply.  Installation. | 13-Mar-2025 16-Apr-2025 16-Apr-2025
Testing and 14:00 BST 14:00 BST 15:00 BST
Commissioning of
Production Control
Room (PCR) Equipment
for Auditorium of BTV |
Dhaka Station on | | |
Turnkey Basis. | | |

e-Tender details can be downloaded from e-GP System Portal (hitps/www.eprocure.gov.bd) for pursue. e-
Tender will be accepted only as stated in e-GP System Portal, accepted Tenders will be opened online
immediately as stated in above table.

1273 2025~

Muhammad Anisur Rahman
Senior Engineer (OsM)
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