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After Hasina’s toppling, he 
accepted an invitation to 
join an interim government 
led by Nobel laureate 
Muhammad Yunus.

Nahid’s decision to 
helm the NCP necessitated 
his departure from an 
administration expected to 
act as a politically neutral 
umpire while preparing 
Bangladesh for fresh 
elections.

Polls are due by March 
next year and are widely 
expected to be won by the 
BNP.

Nahid said that even 
if he and his followers 
could not form the next 
government, they had 
inaugurated a political 
force set to be influential 
for decades to come. 
“Nobody knew that there 
would be an uprising, but 
it happened,” he said.

“I sincerely hope and I 
believe that we are going 
to win this time. But this 
election is not the end of 
the world... Our target is 
to sustain this energy for 
another 50 or 100 or more 
years.”

‘BELIEVE IN 

INCLUSIVITY’

The NCP is at loggerheads 
with its main rival over 
when the next national 
election should be staged, 
with the BNP arguing 
that fresh polls should be 
staged as soon as possible 
to empower a government 
with a public mandate.

“We are often accused 
of conspiring to delay the 
election, but that is not 
true,” Nahid said.

But he added that it 
was “not possible” to stage 
an election while the 
country still faced issues 
maintaining law and order.

His party are also 
campaigning for a 
simultaneous vote to 
establish a citizens’ 
assembly, to be tasked with 
root and branch reform of 
Bangladesh’s constitution 
aimed at ensuring a lasting 
democracy.

The NCP has sought to 
position itself as a big tent 
party, open to all people 
seeking to bring forward 
the spirit of last year’s 
political tumult.

“We believe in inclusivity, 

but there are certain 
boundaries set by religious 
and cultural norms,” Nahid 
said, adding that the party 
still had an admirable 
record on diversity.  “We 
have brought women to 
the forefront and included 
representatives from all 
castes and creeds,” he said. 

Four SAD
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around with the victims, 
the abductors contacted 
Mamun’s wife, Fatima 
Akhter Lily Begum, and 
demanded Tk 20 lakh 
as ransom. The family 
managed to gather Tk 5 
lakh in cash and provided 
a bank cheque for the 
remaining Tk 15 lakh.

After receiving the 
ransom, the kidnappers 
released Mamun near 
Apollo Imperial Hospital 
and fled the scene.

Following a tip-off, 
police from Pahartali 
Zone and the Intelligence 
Department conducted 
a joint operation and 
arrested the four.  The team 
also rescued the abductees 
and the car.

DHAKA SATURDAY MARCH 8, 2025 

FALGUN 23, 1431 BS             4

Recognise women
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Additionally, they urged 
authorities to take steps 
to prevent ethnic, gender-
based, communal, and 
mass violence against 
women, girls, indigenous 
people, persons with 
disabilities, religious 
minorities, and gender-
diverse communities. 

They also stressed 
the need to curb 
fundamentalist and 
extremist cultures.

The committee further 
demanded revisions and 
amendments to existing 
laws on rape, dowry, sexual 
harassment, and violence 
against women.

These legal changes, 
they said, should consider 
women’s diverse lives and 
real-life experiences to 
ensure their rights and 
welfare.

The organisations also 
emphasised safeguarding 
the interests of indigenous 
women, religious minority 
women, women with 
disabilities, domestic 
workers, garment workers, 
women in the informal 
sector, and migrant 
women.

They called for 

making public transport, 
education, healthcare, 
employment, and the 
justice system fully 
accessible to women with 
disabilities, with special 
assistance and protection.

The committee 
also demanded the 
establishment of 
victim support centres, 
women’s assistance 
and investigation units, 
counselling services, cyber 
support, and rehabilitation 
facilities in every district.

They urged the 
government to enact and 
enforce strict cyber laws 
to prevent misogynistic 
activities and propaganda 
on social media and digital 
platforms.

Lastly, the organisations 
stressed the need to raise 
awareness about laws 
against violence against 
women, women’s rights, 
and available support 
systems. 

They also called for the 
incorporation of gender-
sensitive education and 
comprehensive, along 
with age-appropriate sex 
education programmes, 
into the national 
curriculum.

The inhumane
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Legal experts and human 
rights advocates stressed 
that the conditions in 
Gazipur jail are a violation 
of fundamental rights. 

“Inmates in Gazipur jail 
are deprived of facilities 
because the number of 
prisoners is multiple times 
higher than its capacity,” 
said Asadullah Badal, a 
senior lawyer in Gazipur. 
The authorities must take 
immediate action, he added.

Ripan Ansari, general 
secretary of the National 
Human Rights Council, 
said, “If any inmate is 
deprived of basic needs like 
proper food, hygiene, and 
warm clothes, it is a direct 
violation of their human 
rights. The government 
must intervene.”

One of the key reasons 
cited for the dire conditions 
is budgetary allocation. 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Mohammad Rafiqul 
Quader explained, “The jail 
budget is adjusted based on 
the number of prisoners. 
For instance, if we have 71 
inmates, we allocate money 
for 71 people.”

RMG worker found dead 
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and informed the police. 
Police rushed to spot and 
recovered the body, OC 
Shahinur said.

“Initially, no injury 
marks have been found on 
the body of the deceased. 
Family members informed 

us that Nayan suffered from 

epilepsy. The exact cause of 

death will be determined 

after an autopsy,” the 

police official added.

However, the victim’s 

family had requested to 

receive the body without 

an autopsy.

“The family has no 

complaints regarding the 

death and wants the body to 

be handed over without an 

autopsy. Legal procedures 

regarding this request are 

underway,” said the OC.

Take stern action 
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in all areas of the country’s 
development and progress.

Fakhrul said women 
from various professions, 
including students and 
female workers, are being 
subjected to molestation 
and harassment in 
various places, including 
educational institutions.

“Women are being raped, 
tortured and killed. This 
has seen a sharp increase 
since the fascist Awami 
League government came 
to power,” he alleged.

The BNP leader criticised 
the Awami League 
government for failing to 
take strict action against 
violence towards women.

He claimed that 
perpetrators have become 
more emboldened and 
desperate due to the lack 
of justice and the prevailing 
culture of impunity.

“We are deeply 
concerned to see 

the growing trend of 
harassment of women 
in various forms on the 
streets and in educational 
institutions. This trend is 
alarming,” Fakhrul said.

He said the perpetrators 
are instigating anarchy and 
instability in the country 
through carrying out 
incidents.

“It is our moral 
responsibility to protect 
the dignity of women and 
safeguard their freedom, 
which is a constitutionally 
recognised right,” the BNP 
leader said.

He noted that the people 
of the country are now 
deeply worried about the 
overall situation in the 
country, including violence 
against women.

                              “We strongly 
condemn and oppose this, 
and at the same time, we 
call upon everyone to play 
a responsible role,” the BNP 
leader said.

A large queue has assembled behind this TCB truck in front of the Bangladesh Bank in Khulna city. With 
Ramadan underway, such facilities are the only hope for low-income groups to afford essential commodities 
like sugar, oil, and lentils. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

2nd Edition

Want to live
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They also demanded 
accountability from the 
government and law 
enforcement for their failure 
to prevent rape, harassment, 
mob attacks, and targeted 
assaults against women and 
called for decisive action to 
stop those.

The media was 
urged to stop spreading 
misinformation and 
take responsibility for 
shaping public perception. 
Additionally, they called 
for effective measures to 
combat cyberbullying.  

“We will not be silent. We 
will continue our protests 
until we can live freely, 
safely, and with dignity,” the 
statement read.  

UGC member Prof 
Mohammad Tanzimuddin 
Khan, Dhaka University 
teacher Dr Samina Luthfa, 
and women’s rights activist 
Shireen Haque were among 
those present.


