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US, Israel 
reject Egypt’s 
Gaza plan
Hamas welcomes it
REUTERS, Cairo

Israel criticised a plan put 
forward by Arab states for 
Gaza’s reconstruction on 
Tuesday, while Palestinian 
group Hamas welcomed it.

The White House said 
the plan adopted by Arab 
states did not address 
Gaza’s reality and that US 
President Donald Trump 
stood by his proposal.

Meanwhile, Israel’s 
newly appointed military 
chief Eyal Zamir said 
yesterday that his country’s 
mission to defeat Hamas 
was not yet accomplished.

Arab leaders adopted an 
Egyptian reconstruction 
plan for Gaza that would 
cost $53 billion and avoid 
displacing Palestinians 
from the enclave.

Trump’s plan to 
displace Palestinians 
in a US takeover of the 
enclave received global 
condemnation last month.

DELIMITATION EXERCISE

India opposition 
unites against 
Modi’s plan
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s opposition party politicians in the 
southern states yesterday met to protest plans by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government to 
redraw constituencies based on the 2011 census, 
on concerns the northern states would dominate 
in parliament.

The protest, led by M K Stalin, chief minister 
of Tamil Nadu state, has been backed by the 
national Congress party and over a dozen others 
in five southern states, which are enjoying faster 
economic growth than northern counterparts 
while keeping a lid on population growth.

Stalin tabled a resolution to ensure that the 
so-called delimitation exercise, or redrawing of 
boundaries, be based on 1971 population levels and 
retained till 2056 to ensure that densely populated 
northern states taper population growth.

The 1971 census paved the way for the last 
redrawing of such boundaries and created 543 
seats in parliament. Now, leaders from the south 
want the status quo retained, until a formula 
providing equal representation is drawn up. 

“We are not against delimitation and yet 
it shouldn’t be a punishment for those who 
are successful in controlling population,” said 
Sarvanan Annadurai, spokesperson of DMK party.

EU states 
agree to roll 
out automated 
border system
AFP, Brussels

EU member states yesterday 
agreed on a phased rollout 
of a new border check 
system for non-EU nationals 
which will do away with 
passport stamps.

The so-called Entry/Exit 
System (EES), was initially 
supposed to kick in last 
November but was delayed 
at the last minute as several 
states were not ready.

First agreed on in 2017, 
the automated system 
will record visitors’ date 
of entry and exit and keep 
track of overstays and 
refused entries.

But its introduction 
has raised fears of longer 
waiting times for people 
travelling to Europe on 
trains, ferries and planes.

TERRORIST ARREST

Pakistan hails 
renewed co-
op with US
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan trumpeted the 
arrest of Mohammad 
Sharifullah, whom it 
blames for a 2021 attack 
on US troops, in a military 
operation along the 
border with Afghanistan, 
as the result of its renewal 
of counter-terrorism 
cooperation with US. 

Yesterday’s news came 
hours after US President 
Trump thanked Pakistan for 
the arrest during remarks 
to Congress, adding that 
Sharifullah was on his way 
to the US to face justice. “We 
will continue to partner 
closely with the United 
States in securing regional 
peace and stability,” Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
said in a statement.

Municipal workers remove debris at the site of houses hit by a Russian drone strike in Odesa, Ukraine, yesterday. Russia staged night-time 
attacks on energy facilities in Odesa, cutting electricity to the Black Sea territory and leaving at least two dead. PHOTO: REUTERS

4,000 displaced 
by battle for port 
site in Rakhine
Says Myanmar aid group

AFP, Yangon

Fierce fighting between 
Myanmar’s military 

junta and ethnic 
minority rebels 
closing in on the 
planned site of a 
strategic China-

backed port has 
displaced 4,000 

people, a local aid worker 
said yesterday.
The Arakan Army (AA) is 

battling the military in western 
Rakhine state, where projects including oil pipelines, 
power plants and transport links are sprouting 
up with billions of dollars of Chinese funding. The 
region has emerged as a key front in Myanmar’s 
civil war, pitching a myriad of rebels and pro-
democracy fighters against the junta.

Zelensky ready for 
Russia talks, mineral deal

Says Trump during his speech to Congress; US curbs 
intelligence sharing with Ukraine

AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump said 
later on Tuesday that Ukraine’s 
leader Volodymyr Zelensky has told 
him Kyiv was ready for talks with 
Russia and the finalisation of a US 
minerals deal, days after the pair’s 
explosive White House meeting.

The dramatic collapse of 
Kyiv and Washington’s wartime 
alliance has played out in the open 
since the televised dispute in the 
Oval Office last week, followed 
by Ukraine’s top ally suspending 
crucial military aid.

Zelensky has since sought to 
bring Trump back onside, posting 
on social media that their clash 
was “regrettable” and he wanted 
“to make things right”.

In his partisan speech to US 
Congress, Trump read aloud from 
a letter he said he recently received 
from Zelensky, which matched the 
social media statement.

Russia welcomed Zelensky’s 
statement that Kyiv is willing to 
negotiate over the war, but it is not 
yet clear to Moscow who it might 

be negotiating with, the Kremlin 
said yesterday.

Meanwhile, the US has “paused” 
intelligence sharing with Ukraine, 
CIA director John Ratcliffe said 
yesterday.

During his address to Congress, 
Trump urged Greenland to choose 
to join the United States but vowed 
to take the Danish-ruled island 
“one way or the other” -- whatever 
the locals decide.

The US had started to take back 
the Panama Canal after a deal by 
a Hong Kong firm to sell ports to 
a US-led consortium, he also said. 
“To further enhance our national 
security, my administration will be 
reclaiming the Panama Canal, and 
we’ve already started doing it,” he 
told Congress. 

Trump tells Greenland 
US will get it ‘one way 
or the other’  

US ‘taking back’ 
Panama Canal after 
ports deal: Trump


