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Once a vital 
source of water 
for agriculture, 

fisheries, and the 
local ecosystem, 

the Sutia river 
is now choking 

under piles of 
waste. According 

to municipal 
sources, around 

10 tonnes of 
garbage is 

generated daily in 
Trishal, with most 

of it ending up on 
the riverbank.
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Toddler dies 
after crawling 
onto railway 
tracks
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Gazipur

A 14-month-old child died 
after being hit by a train as 
he crawled onto the railway 
tracks on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh route in 
Gazipur’s Sreepur upazila 
yesterday.

The deceased is 
Abdullah, son of Al-Amin, 
from Gararan village in the 
upazila.

Sreepur Railway Station 
Master Saidur Rahman 
said the child, whose house 
was next to the railway 
tracks, crawled onto the 
tracks without the family’s 
knowledge.

Later, the child was 
struck by a Dhaka-bound 
commuter train. 

Bijon Malakar, resident 
medical officer of Sreepur 
Upazila Health Complex, 
said, “A child was brought 
to the hospital dead. He 
had injury marks on his 
head. The child’s body has 
been handed over to the 
family.”

The railway police are 
looking into the incident.

TRISHAL UPAZILA

Sutia river turns into waste dump
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Indiscriminate dumping of 
garbage along the banks of the 
Sutia river in Mymensingh’s 
Trishal upazila has continued 
unchecked for years due to the 
municipality’s lack of a proper 
waste management system.

Since its establishment in 1998, 
Trishal municipality has failed to 
secure dedicated land for waste 
disposal, leaving residents to 
endure worsening environmental 
pollution. Astonishingly, there is 
not a single waste bin across the 
municipality.

Once a vital source of water 
for agriculture, fisheries, and the 
local ecosystem, the Sutia river is 
now choking under piles of waste. 

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent found heaps 
of garbage scattered across a 
vast stretch of the riverbank 
along the Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway. 

Local resident Khorshid Ali 
said during the monsoon, these 
waste piles leach into the river, 
contaminating the water and 
accelerating siltation.

Other rivers in the upazila, 
including the Khiru, Banar, 
and Pagalia, are facing a similar 
crisis. As tributaries of the Old 
Brahmaputra river, their pollution 

is having a cascading effect on the 
region’s entire river system.

Locals said they have 
repeatedly urged municipal 
authorities to take action 
and designate a proper waste 
dumping site, but their pleas have 
largely been ignored.

According to municipal 
sources, around 10 tonnes of 
garbage is generated daily in 

Trishal, with almost all of it ending 
up on the riverbank.

“We have not been able to secure 
government land for a dumping 
station. The municipality does 
not have the financial resources 
to purchase land on its own,” said 
Nowshin Ahmed, executive officer 
of Trishal municipality.

Contacted, Abdulla Al Bari, 
upazila nirbahi officer of Trishal, 

said efforts are being made to 
mitigate river pollution.

“Bamboo fences have been 
set up around the dumping 
site to prevent garbage from 
contaminating the water,” he said.

“We are actively trying to 
secure funds to acquire land for a 
dedicated waste disposal station 
and address this longstanding 
issue,” he added.

What looks like a waste dumping zone is actually the bank of Sutia river in Mymensingh’s Trishal upazila. 
Once a vital source of water for agriculture, fisheries, and the local ecosystem, the river is now choking 
under piles of waste. PHOTO: STAR

Woman dead, 
13 houses 
gutted in fire
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A woman was burned alive, and 13 houses gutted 
in a fire in Pabna’s Ishwardi upazila yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Azila Begum, 
wife of Jiarul Islam of Asma village, said Md 
Aminul Islam, inspector of Ishwardi Fire Service 
and Civil Defence Station.

The fire originated from an electric short 
circuit at a house around 11:50am, he added. 
Seven firefighting units from Pabna, Ishwardi, and 
Lalpur areas rushed to the spot and brought the 
blaze under control in an hour.

Due to the densely packed nature of the 
residences, the fire spread quickly, he said.

Aminul said they are investigating the incident 
and estimating the loss caused by the fire.

CITY


