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Tourism curb sparks
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Various studies have 
identified 1,076 species of 
biodiversity on St Martin’s, 
including corals, seaweed, 
turtles, shellfish, marine fish, 
birds, mammals, and crabs. 

The island’s sandy shores 
are a critical nesting site 
for endangered turtles. 
However, unregulated 
infrastructure development, 
excessive tourism, and 
environmental pollution 
have put the island’s 
ecosystem at risk.

To protect the island, 
authorities set a deadline 
of January 31 for tourist 
visits this year, allowing 
only 2,000 visitors per day 
for two months. In previous 
years, the island remained 
open for tourists from 
October to April, with over 
5,000 visitors arriving daily.

Due to unchecked 
tourism, the island’s 
biodiversity was 
being destroyed, said 
environmental activists. 
Tourists roamed every 
corner of the island on 
battery-run vehicles or 
motorbikes, which damaged 
the beach and mangrove 
forests. They also took away 
snail and oyster shells.

Last year, 

conservationists collected 
around 1,400 turtle eggs 
from 13 turtles. This 
breeding season, they have 
already collected 2,500 
eggs from 19 turtles. Over 
160 eggs have hatched, and 
the baby turtles have been 
released into the sea.

In 1999, the DoE declared 
St Martin’s an Ecologically 
Critical Area. On January 
4, 2023, the environment 
ministry designated 1,743 
square kilometres of the 
Bay of Bengal adjacent to 
St Martin’s as a Marine 
Protected Area.

However, Habibur 
Rahman, a former 
member of St Martin’s 
Union Parishad, said 
some marginalised people 
are breaking corals into 
small pieces to sell as 
construction materials. 
Local people and hoteliers 
are buying these stones.

“They are doing this 
because their income has 
dropped significantly 
due to the restrictions on 
tourism,” he said.

Despite the tourism 
curbs, many locals continue 
fishing, drying fish for trade, 
and cultivating vegetables 
and watermelons for their 
livelihoods.

Repeal CSA right away
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government’s key 
commitments was to 
repeal all repressive laws, 
including the CSA, and this 
was officially announced in 
August. 

However, the 
government has yet to 
repeal the act, it said, 
adding that they believed 
that the government lacks 
genuine commitment, 
seriousness, and proactive 
efforts to repeal the CSA 
and other repressive laws.

“This negligence 
is killing the spirit of 
the July Uprising. Due 
to incompetence and 
inefficiency, the interim 
government is gradually 
losing the trust of the 
people,” the statement 
read.

The platform also warned 
that the law and order 

situation is deteriorating, 
with conspirators taking 
matters into their own 
hands, issuing death 
threats, and fuelling mob 
justice. 

Meanwhile, the police 
are showing excessive 
enthusiasm in making 
arrests and persecuting 
individuals under the 
CSA, while turning a blind 
eye to the aforementioned 
criminal offences, it 
added.

The network also 
criticised the proposed 
Cyber Protection Act, 
calling it a misguided 
initiative.

“The fear surrounding 
the Cyber Security Act will 
not be alleviated by this 
new legislation. Instead, 
the government should 
modernise existing laws 
on cyber hacking, online 

violence against women, 
and pornography -- or 
enact specific laws to 
address these issues. This 
is what the people of 
post-uprising Bangladesh 
expect,” said the 
statement. 

They demanded the 
immediate repeal of all 
repressive laws, including 
CSA, the release of those 
imprisoned under them, 
compensation for victims, 
and accountability for the 
government’s actions in 
enforcing such laws.

Signatories of the 
statement include 
photographer Shahidul 
Alam, Jagannath University 
student Khadijatul Kubra, 
DSA Victims Network 
Member Secretary Pritam 
Das, Supreme Court 
lawyer Manjila Jhuma, and 
journalist Jamal Mir.

‘We stay out of political debate’
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Consensus Commission’s 
report, we cannot 
determine what is feasible. 
Our preparations are 
based on existing laws and 
regulations.”

Speaking on the 
issue of the NID system, 
Nasir Uddin said the 
government is exploring 
ways to consolidate all 
citizen services under one 
platform.

“I had assumed that 
the government would 
establish an entity where all 
citizen services -- including 
NID -- would be provided 
under the Election 
Commission,” he said.

He, however, said, “I 
have not heard of any 
government decision to 
remove the NID system from 

the Election Commission’s 
jurisdiction.”

He further explained, 
“The Ministry of Home 
Affairs attempted to take 
over the NID system and 
even passed a law for it. But 
we were able to convince 
the government that 
such a move would not be 
appropriate.”

“It’s not just about 
taking NID away from 
us and considering the 
matter settled. That 
should not be the case, 
and I don’t believe it will 
happen,” he added.

He also mentioned 
that Election Commission 
representatives are 
actively participating in 
government meetings on 
this issue and sharing their 
opinions.

“The Election 
Commission has taken a 
stand, and we will formally 
communicate it in writing. 
We have explained why 
the NID system should 
remain under our 
jurisdiction and conveyed 
our reasoning through our 
representatives,” said the 
CEC.

Regarding whether a 
consensus-based decision 
would be accepted, the 
CEC said, “If the National 
Consensus Commission 
reaches a decision, I 
won’t be able to object. 
The government will 
discuss this matter with 
different political parties 
-- that’s a separate issue. 
We will express our views 
whenever we have the 
opportunity.”

CITY

5pc quota for July
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per class will be reserved, 
beyond the allocated 
lottery-based admission 
seats, for family members 
of those injured or killed in 
the July uprising.

To claim this seat, 
applicants must submit 
verified copies of relevant 
documents or gazettes as 
proof and present the original 
documents at the time of 

admission. The admission 
process must ensure proper 
verification of gazettes issued 
by the Ministry of Liberation 
War Affairs for the martyrs of 
the uprising.

If no eligible students 
from affected families 
apply, the seat will be filled 
from the merit list. Under 
no circumstances should 
the seat remain vacant, said 
the directive.

SC verdict on Tarique
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Following an appeal filed 
by the ACC, the HC on 
July 21, 2016, sentenced 
Tarique to seven years’ 
imprisonment and fined 
him Tk 20 crore and 
also upheld the trial 
court judgement that 
convicted and sentenced 
Mamun to seven years’ 

imprisonment and fined 
him Tk 40 crore in the 
same case, he said.

ACC filed the case 
in October 2009 with 
Cantonment Police 
Station against Tarique 
and Mamun on charge of 
laundering Tk 20.41 crore 
to Singapore between 2003 
and 2007.

Dhaka hopes
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resume visa services, he 
said it was the sovereign 
decision of the Indian 
government and he could 
not comment on it.

India has stopped issuing 
visas for Bangladeshis 
since the ouster of former 
Sheikh Hasina on August 5 
following a mass uprising.

Asked if Bangladesh and 
China are working on the 
Teesta water management 
project, Touhid said any 
project can be implemented 
under the memorandum 
of understanding between 
the two countries.

However, there has been 
no particular discussion on 
Teesta, he said.

Touhid also said there 
is no possibility of US-
Bangladesh relations 
worsening over President 
Donald Trump’s February 
20 remark about a US $29 
million USAID-funded 
democracy promotion 
project in Bangladesh.

Trump claimed that 
USAID provided the 
funds to an organisation 
owned by two individuals 
in Bangladesh. However, 
the foreign ministry 
investigated and found the 
allegation untrue.


