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Align labour law with global
standards: US agency

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The United States has urged
Bangladesh to align its domestic
labour laws with international
standards, according to the
2025 Trade Policy Agenda and
2024 Annual Report published
yesterday by the Office of the
United States Trade Representative
(USTR).

The report highlights trade
agreements, labour rights, and
various bilateral and regional
engagements.

While Bangladesh has made
progress in worker safety over the
past decade, the US continues to
push for legal reforms to ensure
compliance with global labour
standards.

During the April 21, 2024,
intersessional meeting of the US-
Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Cooperation Forum Agreement
(Ticfa) Council in Dhaka, the US

presented a Labour Action Plan
outlining steps for Bangladesh
to address concerns over worker
rights, including violence and
harassment, unfair labour
practices, freedom of association,
and collective bargaining.

The US has also emphasised
amending the Bangladesh Labour
Act in line with international
standards and establishing a fair
and (ransparent minimum wage
process for garment workers.

At the Ticfa meeting, the two
sides also discussed a range of
bilateral trade issues, including
agricultural trade, services,
investment, digital trade policies,
and intellectual property
protection and enforcement.

Following the Rana Plaza
garment factory collapse in
2013, the US determined that
Bangladesh had not met the
eligibility requirements of the
Generalized System of Preferences

(GSP) due to inadequate progress in
ensuring worker rights and safety.
As a result, Bangladesh’s GSP trade
benefits were suspended.

In 2024, USTR officials visited
Dhaka and met with government
representatives, trade unions,
NGOs, and apparel manufacturers
to discuss labour reforms in the
country’s readymade garment
(RMG) sector.

Throughout 2024, USTR also
engaged with US apparel brands
and trade associations to advocate
for a fair minimum wage review
process for Bangladeshi garment
workers and to promote their
rights to freedom of association
and collective bargaining.

The US has maintained
its broader commitment to
strengthening  labour  rights

globally. In 2024, USTR worked
with  other US government
agencies, stakeholders, and
trading partners to enforce trade-

related labour provisions, share
best practices for worker rights
in the textile and apparel sectors,
and implement the Uyghur Forced
Labor Prevention Act -- a US law
that prohibits the import of goods
made with forced labor in China’s
Uyghur.

Additionally, the US engaged
with textile and apparel brands,
retailers, and trade associations
to enhance worker safety
and promote labour rights in
Bangladesh’s garment sector.

In2024, USTR also collaborated
with trading partners to advance
sustainable and circular textile

practices.
Under the US-Chile Free
Trade  Agreement,  managing

post-consumer textile waste and
promoting reuse, recycling, and
responsible disposal have been
identified as priority areas in the
2025-2028 US-Chile Work Program
for Environmental Cooperation.

BRAC Bank raises Tk 700cr
thru subordinated bond

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

BRAC Bank has raised Tk 700 crore
through a subordinated bond to
strengthen its capital base in line with
Basel-IIl requirements.

The bond will support the bank’s capital
adequacy as it continues Lo experience
significant balance sheet growth in recent
years, the bank said in a statement.

“This incremental capital has set
the platform for the bank to expand its
balance sheet at a faster pace than before.
It also marks a step forward in developing
Bangladesh’s bond market,” the statement
added.

A total of 663 unique investors,
including 567 individuals, participated in
this long-term subordinated bond.

“BRAC Bank has built a reputation
of trust and reliability over the vyears,
which has encouraged investors to place
their money with the bank. The full
subscription of this bond by a diverse
group of individuals and institutions
reflects this confidence,” said Selim RF
Hussain, managing director and CEO of
BRAC Bank.

“We extend our gratitude to the
investors, regulators, our colleagues,
and all stakeholders involved in this
success.”
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e-Tender Notice

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies
will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP sysiem portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

e-Tenders are invited in e-GP System Portal (http:/www.eprocure.gov.bd) by Executive Engineer (RHD),
Road Division, Bogura for the procurement of:

e-Tender detalls can be downloaded are from as stated above on eGP system porial
(htto:/Awww.eprocure. gov.bd) for pursue.

e-Tenders will be accepted only up fo as above date and time. Accepled tender will be opened online
immediately after as stated above date and time.
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges
Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority (DTCA)
DTCA Building, Tejgaon, Dhaka 1208
Website: www.dtca.gov.bd

Request for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Individual Technical Consultant (Urban Transport)
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W T Tl e e T | 1 |Ministry/Division Road Transport and Highways Division
3. | e/t EC R 2 |Agency Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority (DTCA)
o. | e 3 | st -, SRl ¥EoA () SeHew oria cuvA S w, (3) e bo | 3 [Name of the Procuring Entity Executive Director, DTCA
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” F::-:;r‘;:.r:ﬁihh = : I. f:;,“lf?fﬂlﬂ;f :.?:ailﬂm \g;r:::;m’ W, O T, I 1 10 |Brief Description of the Tasks: -The consultant will assist TMPT] wing in identifying and developing new project
o | i (i fewtf), » affae, s o Fms concept, Terms of Reference (ToR), Proposal for Feasibility Study (PFS), and Technical Assistance Project Proposal
T AT w § | T e, TSI o, BRI A ST, TES W 35¢3, S (AT TS, Y9, SO | (TAPP) as per recommendations in Strategic Transport Plan (STP) (2016-2035) and STP (2025-2045) (to be gazetted
T T4 g § | T TR, TGN <P -o, GONT @ T, TAISE R-53a 3, S GG CaTs, YeTe, BT | in 2025) as assigned to him/her, -The consultant will technically assist in traffic surveys/ data collection, data

management, mapping, report production, presentation, and review existing plans, policies, rules, and acts of urban
transport. -The consultant will assist in reviewing policy papers, concept papers, technical summaries, meeting
minutes and presentations, review technical documents and prepare recommendations as assigned to him/her by AED
(TMPTI), DTCA. Detailed scope of services and qualifications are provided in Request for Application (RFA), which
may be obtained from the DTCA website or the office of the undersigned during normal office hours,

Qualifications and Experiences in brief: The applicant should 1. Have at least bachelor degree in Civil Engineering/
Urban and Regional Planning or in other relevant subjects. Masters in Transport Planning /Transportation Engineering
or other relevant subjects will be given preference. 2. Has minimum seven (07) years of working experience in
consultancy services of which minimum three (03) years in transport planning. Experience in government projects will
be given preference. Detailed scope of services and qualifications are provided in Request for Application (RFA)

Other Details: Interested applicants shall obtain further information in Request for Application (RFA) provided by the
office of the undersigned which may be obtained in any working day before the closing date. Applicants are requested
to submit their Expressions of Interest (EOI) in accordance with the standard application form provided in RFA,
Applicants shall have to submit EOI with their CV and attachments along with a forwarding letter in a sealed envelope
labeled with “Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Individual Technical Consultant (Urban Transport)” to the address of
the undersigned on or before the closing date.

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

13 [Name of the Official Inviting EOI Neelima Akhter
14 [Designation of the Official Inviting EOl  |Executive Director
15 | Address of the Official Inviting EOI Room No. 903, Level: 9, DTCA Building, Tejgaon, Dhaka 1208

Contact Details of the Official Inviting EOl

Tel: 02-226603684 (Office) E-mail: ed@dtca.gov.bd

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all EOI's.
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Neloma 4 2§
(Neelima Akhter}
Executive Director

Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority (DTCA)




