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Sonali Bank kicks off 
‘Tri-Party Remittance 

Campaign’
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Sonali Bank PLC launched a year-long “Tri-Party 
Remittance Campaign 2025” in collaboration with Vista 
and Western Union, aimed at increasing the flow of 
foreign remittance through legal channels.

Md Shawkat Ali Khan, managing director and CEO of 
the bank, inaugurated the campaign at the bank’s head 
office in the capital’s Motijheel on Monday, according to a 
press release. As part of the campaign, the recipient of the 
highest remittance each month will be awarded a Vista-
brand television, and three remittance senders will win 
prizes selected through a lottery for using Western Union.

NCC Bank signs remittance 
disbursement deal with 
Commerce Plex
STAR BUSINESS DESK

NCC Bank PLC signed a remittance 
disbursement agreement with Commerce 
Plex Limited (Simpaisa), based in the UK, 
on Monday, aiming to offer swift and 
secure remittance services for Bangladeshi 
expatriates residing in the United Kingdom 
and the broader EU region.

M Shamsul Arefin, managing director 
of NCC Bank, and Bachir Njeim, chief 
strategy and operations officer of 

Simpaisa, the UK, signed the agreement 
in Dhaka, as reported in a press release.

This collaboration introduces a new 
service that allows the Bangladeshi 
diaspora in the UK and Europe to remit 
their hard-earned money to relatives and 
family members in Bangladesh in a safe, 
timely, and efficient manner. 

The service will be accessible through 
all NCC Bank branches, along with its 
network of partnered NGOs and sub-
agent branches nationwide.

M Shamsul Arefin, managing director of NCC Bank, and Bachir Njeim, chief 
strategy and operations officer of Simpaisa, pose for photographs after signing the 
agreement in Dhaka on Monday.  PHOTO: NCC BANK

Bank Asia observes 
‘Financial Literacy 

Day-2025’
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bank Asia PLC observed “Financial Literacy Day-2025” on 
Monday by organising a series of activities in accordance with 
the directives set forth by the Bangladesh Bank.

To mark the day, the bank organised an online session, 
uniting agents, field staff, and officials from across the nation.

Ziaul Hasan, deputy managing director, chief anti-money 
laundering compliance officer, and head of channel banking at 
the bank, presided over the programme virtually, the bank said in a 
press release. Moreover, the bank disseminated special content via 
its website and social media platforms, while audio-visual materials 
focusing on financial literacy were showcased at branch locations, 
aiming to enhance awareness among customers.

Ziaul Hasan, deputy managing director, chief anti-money laundering 
compliance officer, and head of channel banking at Bank Asia, presides over 
the financial literacy day programme on Monday. PHOTO: BANK ASIA

Md Shawkat Ali Khan, managing director and CEO of Sonali Bank, poses for 
photographs with senior officials from Vista and Western Union at the launch of the 
year-long “Tri-Party Remittance Campaign 2025” at the bank’s head office in Dhaka 
on Monday. PHOTO: SONALI BANK

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Emirates has strengthened 
its presence across Asia 
with the launch of daily 
non-stop flights between 
Dubai and Shenzhen, set 
to commence on July 1 this 
year.

In addition, the airline 

will launch four weekly 
services to Da Nang on June 
2, and three weekly flights 
to Siem Reap from June 
3, with both destinations 
connecting via Bangkok.

With the inclusion 
of Shenzhen, Da Nang, 
and Siem Reap, Emirates 
now operates 269 weekly 

flights from Dubai to 24 
destinations, according to 
a press release.

This expansion also 
marks Emirates’ fourth 
gateway into mainland 
China, its third destination 
in Vietnam, and its 
second point of service in 
Cambodia.

Emirates launches three new destinations in Asia
In 2002, Emirates 

became the first airline 
to establish direct air 
connectivity between the 
Middle East and mainland 
China, with the initiation 
of services between Dubai 
and Shanghai.

This milestone heralded 
the beginning of a fruitful 
two-decade partnership, 
underpinned by strong 
bilateral ties between 
the UAE and China, now 
reflected in operations 
in Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Guangzhou.

Through its extensive 

passenger and freighter 
services, Emirates 
facilitates the transport 
of 2,000 tonnes of cargo 
weekly from mainland 
China.

The addition of four 
weekly services to Da 
Nang via Bangkok now 
makes it the airline’s third 
Vietnamese gateway, 
following Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City.

Flights to Da Nang 
will be operated with the 
Emirates Boeing 777 on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays.


