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6 killed, 22 hurt 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

At least six people were killed and 22 injured in road 
accidents in three districts yesterday.

In Dinajpur’s Birampur upazila, a truck rammed a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw on Dinajpur-Gobindaganj regional 
highway, leaving its driver Nur-e-Alam and passenger 
Sayem Islam, 18, an SSC examinee, critically injured.

Locals took them to Birampur Health Complex, where 
Sayem died. Nur is currently receiving medical care there.

In Rajshahi’s Godagari upazila, a truck hit an 
ambulance coming from the opposite direction, leaving 
three people dead on the spot and three others injured.

The deceased are the ambulance’s driver Jafor Iqbal, 
and its passengers Sundori Khatun and Adori Khatun.

OC Muhammad Ruhul Amin of Godagari Police 
Station said the injured were taken to Rajshahi Medical 
College Hospital. The truck driver and his helper fled the 
scene with the vehicle after the accident. 

In Moulvibazar’s Sreemangal upazila, a pick-up 
carrying tea workers from Amrail Tea Garden lost control 
and overturned on Dhaka-Sylhet highway, leaving two 
people dead and 18 others injured.

The deceased are Vishal, 19, and Hridoy Rabi Das, 32, 
said police. “Locals brought in 20 injured workers. Of them, 
eight were taken to Moulvibazar,” said Samrat Kishore 
Poddar, a medical officer at Sreemangal Health Complex.

Saving Sundarbans 
is our solemn duty
Says chief justice 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed yesterday said 
the Sundarbans is facing an existential crisis due 
to climate change, and decisive actions are needed 
to protect it.

“Rising sea levels, increasing salinity, industrial 
encroachments, and unchecked deforestation are 
pushing the Sundarbans to the brink of ecological 
collapse. If we fail to act decisively, we risk losing 
not only an irreplaceable natural heritage but also 
the very environmental security millions of people 
depend upon,” he said.

The chief justice said this while addressing 
as chief guest a seminar titled “Upholding 
Environmental Justice: The Role of Judges for a 
Sustainable Future”, organised by the Supreme 
Court of Bangladesh at a city hotel. 

“As stewards of justice, it is our solemn duty 
to ensure that this irreplaceable sanctuary 
is protected for future generations through 
stringent legal frameworks, sustainable policies, 
and unwavering judicial oversight,” he said.

Eight burnt in 
fire from gas leak
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Eight people, including four children from two 
families, suffered severe burn injuries in a fire 
caused by a leak in gas pipeline at a tin-shed house 
in Siddhirganj upazila of Narayanganj yesterday.

The incident occurred around 3:30am at a 
house near the chairman’s office of Siddhirganj-2.

According to eyewitnesses and victims, the fire 
erupted suddenly from a gas leak, engulfing the 
tin-shed house in flames. At the time, eight people 
were inside two rooms and suffered burns.

Rescue workers took them to the burn institute 
in Dhaka around 4:30am. The injured are Hannan, 
50, his wife Nurjahan, 35, their children Jannat, 
4, Samia, 11, and Sabbir, 13. Sohag, 23, a garment 
worker, his wife Rupali, 20, and their one-and-a-half-
year-old daughter Sumaiya also sustained burns.

Dr Shawon Bin Rahman, resident surgeon at the 
burn institute, said Hannan suffered 45 percent 
burns, Nurjahan 22 percent, Jannat 3 percent, Samia 
7 percent, Sabbir 27 percent, Sohag 40 percent, 
Rupali 34 percent, and Sumaiya 44 percent.

Institute Director Dr Nasir Uddin said the 
patients have been placed in the High Dependency 
Unit (HDU) for intensive care. 

Authorities are investigating the cause of the 
gas leak that led to the fire.

Dust and smoke from this stone and bitumen mixing machine are damaging the surrounding environment, 
particularly the trees. The machine has been set up for road repair works nearby. The photo was taken from 
Jashore yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

RMG workers block 
highway protesting 
death of coworker
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

At least 400 garment workers blocked the bypass from 
the Chandana intersection on the Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway in Gazipur yesterday morning, following the 
death of a female worker at a garment factory.

The protest began at 8:15am, disrupting traffic and 
causing severe congestion.

Traffic flow on the highway returned to normal at 
11:30am, according to Gazipur Traffic Police ADC Ashok 
Kumar Pal.

Afsana Akhter, 22, from Nandail upazila in Mymensingh, 
who worked as a junior operator at Panorama Apparels 
Limited, went to the rooftop of the factory building 
on Sunday afternoon, said Wahiduzzaman, Gazipur 
Industrial Police’s assistant superintendent of police.

Soon after, her body was found inside the factory 
compound.

The factory authorities then obtained the CCTV footage 
which shows that the woman jumped off the building, the 
police official confirmed.

Meanwhile, Hridoy, the husband of the deceased, was 
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Gas supply to be cut for 
avoiding prepaid meters

Warns KGDCL; port city consumers reluctant  
due to high installation costs

MD NAZRUL ISLAM, Ctg

The Karnaphuli Gas Distribution 
Company Limited (KGDCL) has 
announced plans to disconnect 
gas connections of consumers 
who have not yet installed prepaid 
meters despite applying for those.

The move comes as gas 
consumers have been reluctant 
towards installing prepaid meters, 
even though 1.3 lakh residential 
consumers initially applied for 
those. 

Reportedly, the rising cost of 
pipeline installation diminished 
their interest.  

“We have to ensure prepaid meter 
installation as per government 

directives. Our policy clearly states 
that gas will be supplied through 
meters only. Those who refuse 
to install meters will have their 
connections severed within the next 

couple of months,” said Md Nahid 
Alam, deputy general manager of 
KGDCL and project director of its 
prepaid meter installation project.  

The Tk 241 crore project for 
installing 1 lakh prepaid meters for 
KGDCL’s residential consumers was 
approved on May 18, 2021, initially 
scheduled for completion by June 
2023. 

Later, the duration was extended 
for two more years till June 2025.

According to sources, with no 
option for further extension, the 
company is being compelled to take 
a strict stance against consumers 
based on ministry decisions.  

However, before installing 
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