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Six resign 
from Nagorik 
committee
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

Muntasir Tasrip, chief 
organiser of the Anti-
Discrimination Student 
Movement in Patuakhali’s 
Bauphal, and five other 
student representatives, 
have resigned from 
the Jatiya Nagorik 
Committee, alleging a 
lack of transparency in its 
formation.

The five other 
representatives are: 
Fatima Zaman Samiya, 
Ayeshatunnesa Barsha, 
Ruhul Amin, Farhan Rupai, 
and Shubho Chandra Shil.

They announced their 
resignations through 
Facebook posts on Friday, 
February 28. 

Muntasir later 
confirmed the matter over 
the phone.

According to them, the 
committee was formed 
without any discussion 
with the students. 
Although students had 
demanded discussions 
regarding the committee, 
their calls were ignored.

They also claimed that 
many individuals included 
in the committee had never 
been part of the movement. 

“History teaches us 
that movements fail not 
only due to repression 
but also because of 
misguided leadership 
and opportunists. 
Unfortunately, our 
struggle is heading in that 
direction,” Muntasir said.
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Fugitive death 
row convict 
held in Tangail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Tangail

Rab arrested a death row 
convict, who had escaped 
from Kashimpur High 
Security Central Jail in 
Gazipur on August 5, from 
the Old Bus Stand area of 
Tangail’s Mirzapur upazila 
on Friday night.

Jewel Chakma, 
additional superintendent 
of police (media) of Rab-
14, CPC-3 Tangail Camp, 
confirmed the matter at a 
press briefing yesterday.

The arrestee has been 
handed over to Tangail 
Sadar Police Station for 
further legal action, he 
added.

The arrestee, Shahadat 
Hossain, 40, of Chowbaria 
village of Tangail Sadar 
upazila, was sentenced to 
death by a local court in 2002 
for killing his wife for dowry.

Tarmac damaged 
2 days after road 
renovation work

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Merely two days after the completion of 
renovation work on the 1.98-kilometre-
long Balapukur-Debirpat road in 
Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila, the 
bitumen surface has begun to wear off. 

Additionally, a 310-metre 
protection wall constructed 
alongside the road as part of the 
renovation has started to crumble.

Locals staged a protest yesterday, 
alleging irregularities and the use 
of low-quality materials in the road 
renovation, which was conducted 
under the Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED). 

LGED officials said the Tk 90.12 
lakh renovation work was completed 
on February 27 with contractor Kajal 
Islam responsible for the project.

According to locals, just two days 
after the road’s renovation, the bitumen 

surface has already deteriorated in 
various places, and some sections of 
the protection wall have collapsed. 

Alam Hossain, a member of 
Saptibari Union Parishad, alleged 
the contractor and concerned 
LGED engineer completed the road 
work using low-quality materials.

Parvez Rubel, sub-assistant 
engineer of LGED in Aditmari 
upazila, stated, “The renovation 
work has been completed as per 
schedule. We will investigate why 
the surfacing is getting damaged. 
The contractor has not been 
paid the bill yet. In case of any 
irregularity, the contractor will redo 
the roadwork as per agreement.”

Contacted, Kajal Islam said he 
heard about the matter. “I will visit 
the site. If the masons have done 
any irregularities, then renovation 
work will be done again.”

A pedestrian covers his face with a cloth while walking through a cloud of dust. Lack of maintenance has left this road in such a state that 
whenever vehicles pass, dust encompasses the entire area, leading to suffering for residents. The photo was taken from the Sonadanga 
Bypass Link Road in Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

3 children 
drown in 
Chandpur
STAR REPORT

Three children drowned 
in separate incidents in 
Chandpur yesterday.

Dr Naser Abul Hasan of 
Chandpur General Hospital 
the children were brought 
dead to the hospital, 
reports UNB.

He said they drowned 
between the morning and 
noon.

The deceased are 
Maimuna, 3, Miraj, one-
and-a-half-year-old, and, 
Junayed Hossain, 2. They 
were from Chandpur Sadar 
and Hajiganj upazilas.

According to the families 
of the children, they 
were playing near ponds 
located next to their homes 
unsupervised. Neighbours 
found the bodies floating in 
the pond and alerted them.

Mosquito menace sparks 
symbolic protest in Khulna
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Khulna city is grappling with a severe 
mosquito swarm, prompting locals to 
stage a symbolic protest -- “Mosquito 
Net March” -- to demand urgent 
action from the authorities. 

The demonstration, 
arranged by Khulna Nagorik 
Samaj, took place yesterday. 

Carrying mosquito nets, 
residents participated in 
the march. They complained 
about increase in mosquito 
populations, particularly in 
areas such as Bastuhara, Daulatpur, 
Khalishpur, Shibbari, Gallamari, 
Bosupara, and Mujgunni. 

Many blamed the Khulna City 

Corporation for failing to take adequate 
measures to control the situation. 

Babul Hawlader, member secretary of 
Nagorik Samaj, and civil society leader 

Mahbubur Rahman Munna spoke 
at the event.

Mizanur Rahman, 
assistant director of Khulna 
Medical College Hospital, 
said a dengue outbreak 
might occur if action is not 
taken. 

Md Abdul Aziz, chief 
waste management officer 

of KCC, said, “We are taking 
necessary measures to curb the 

mosquito problem. Fogging operations 
have been intensified, and we are 
spraying insecticides regularly.” 

CITY

Chakaria OC Manjur 
withdrawn, later 
posted to Ukhiya
Earlier, home adviser withdrew 
him over multiple allegations

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Chakaria Police Station Officer-in-Charge Manjur Kader 
Bhuiyan was posted to Ukhiya Police Station hours after 
Home Affairs Adviser Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury 
ordered his withdrawal yesterday over multiple allegations.

The transfer was executed through an office order 
signed by Additional Superintendent of Police (Crime and 
Operations) Mohammad Shakil Ahmed around 10:00pm.

According to the same order, Ukhiya Police Station OC 
Muhammad Arif Hossain was transferred to Chakaria.

The order said the transfer was carried out in public 
interest.

Confirming the development, Cox’s Bazar Additional 
Superintendent of Police Jasim Uddin said, “He [Manjur 
Kader] was withdrawn from Chakaria and later posted to 
Ukhiya Police Station.”

Ukhiya is considered a major police station in Cox’s 
Bazar, according to sources.

Earlier in the morning, Home Adviser Md Jahangir 
Alam Chowdhury instructed the deputy inspector general 
of police in Chattogram over the phone to withdraw OC 
Manjur.

The directive came after a journalist, during a views-
exchange meeting in Cox’s Bazar, accused the OC of 
torturing journalists, repressing a woman, and being 
involved in a murder.


