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Announce
Local polls not e
'b b this month
feasible by Dec
BNP tells govt;
EC officials say as divide over warns of political
the issue persists move to restore
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Democratic political parties
will be compelled to decide
its next course of action to
restore democracy if the
interim government fails
to announce a roadmap
for the national elections
within this month, said
Salahuddin Ahmed, BNP
standing committee
member.

“If you [the government]
do not announce the
roadmap for the national
parliamentary  elections
within this month using
any excuse, then we, the
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national polls mainly because of the lengthy process and
logistics involved, say Election Commission officials.

The acknowledgement comes at a time when major
political parties are at odds over which election should be
held first.

The commission says it is preparing to hold the
general election in December, and its officials believe
that updating the voter roll -- registering new voters and
dropping the names of the deceased people - will not be
complete before June.

Besides, holding elections to local government bodies
— city corporation, upazila parishad, municipality
council, and union parishad -- takes about a year and a
half, said Election Commissioner Anwarul Islam Sarker
on Thursday.

This means even if the Election Commission were to
begin the process of local polls now, there would not be
enough time to hold the national polls in December.

An election commissioner, requesting anonymity, said,
“We are also observing the law and order situation. We

Amid a scarcity of bottled soybean oil in the

market, retail sellers are putting sunflower
.~ and rice bran oil in empty water bottles and
selling those in the capital’s Karwan Bazar.
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Holding elections to local government

bodies - city corporation, upazila NCP tO ﬁnalise Charter’ Of Ramadan
parishad, sunicipatity council, and organogram soon bottled oil iIn  begins
and a half. Sh Ol‘t Supply STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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After the official launch of their party
National Citizen Party, the young
leaders who were at the forefront of
the July uprising are now focusing
on finalising the party’s organogram,
slogan, declaration and charter.

The work to finalise the key elements
of the party is underway and they expect
to announce those soon, The Daily Star
has learnt from senior leaders of the
party.

Although almost every leader of the
party who delivered speeches at the event
concluded their speeches with “Inquilab

Zindabad” (Long Live the Revolution),
the phrase has not been declared as the
party’s oflicial slogan yet.

Also, the NCP leaders emphasised
that the party Convener Nahid ISlam’s oo
“introductory speech” is not the Botted soybean oil became scarce in many stores and
declaration of the party. markets as the demand for edible oil spiked ahead of

According to the NCP leaders, they are Ramadan.
now looking for a location for its central Shopkeepers and distributors say the oil refineries have
office prioritising three places in the been delivering less than the demand for a month.
capital: Farmgate, Shahbagh and Paltan. As the demand skyrocketed, many shops in the capital,

The party leaders have initial plans Chattogram, Khulna, Savar, and Narayanganj, ran out of
to form 17 wings, including ones for soybean oil.
different professional and working- In the capital’s Karwan Bazar kitchen market yesterday
class people. evening, none of the shops visited by a correspondent of
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Today marks the beginning
of Ramadan, the holy
month  when  Muslim
devotees fast every day and
practice restraint, piety,
and generosity.

Muslims around the
country started fasting
following a suhoor meal
carly in the morning after
offering Taraweeh prayers
last night. They will break
their fast at dusk with an
Iftaar meal.

all know the morale of law enforcers has been low since
August 5. It would not be wise to hold local elections when
police morale is still low.”

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus had earlier said
the parliamentary election would probably be held by this
year-end.

On Thursday, Election Commissioner Abdur Rahmanel
Masud said, “We are not thinking about local elections
at the moment. Local polls usually take place in phases.
If we begin local elections at the moment, it will be
almost impossible to hold the parliamentary election by
December or January.”
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maintain affordable prices
for these items,” he said
while speaking at a press
briefing at the Foreign
Service Academy in Dhaka.

Shafiqul said the
authorities are monitoring
the import and refining
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Rattled, allies rally
behind Ukraine

AGENCIES

Ukraine’s European
allies, set o
gather in London
today, rallied
behind  President
Volodymyr Zelensky
after Donald Trump
threw him out of the
White House and
accused him of not
being “ready” for
peace with Russia.
The remarkable
Oval Office
exchange highlights
a tricky balancing
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ig;it[;‘fsmg Western — Zelensky says Ukraine-
Trump’s return to US ties bigger than
office in January: spat

maintaining
steadfast  support
for Zelensky and
Kyiv against Russian
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Russia gloats,
says Zelensky trip

aggression, ~ while ‘complete failure’
not alienating
a famously

transactional

president who appears increasingly
sympathetic to President Vladimir
Putin, tolerates little criticism and is
upturning decades of transatlantic
security alliances.

Stunned by Friday’s altercation, which
saw Zelensky depart the White House
without signing an expected mineral
deal, all European leaders rushed to his

Italian

West weaker.

TRUMP-ZELENSKY SPAT

Europe huddles
together in London
over future of Nato

Prime
Meloni, a key Trump ally in Europe, also
called for a summit with the US and
European nations to discuss the war in
Ukraine, saying that division makes the

defence.

“You are not
alone,” said Polish
Prime Minister
Donald Tusk.

European
Union’s op
diplomat, Kaja
Kallas, vowed to
step up support for
Ukraine.

“Ukraine is
Furope! We stand
by Ukraine. We will
step up our support
to Ukraine so that
they can continue
to fight back the
aggressor,”  Kallas
said on X. “Today, it
became clear that
the free world needs
a new leader. It's up
to us, Europeans, to

take this challenge.”
EU leaders
also issued a joint
statement  urging
Zelensky o “be
strong.”
Minister  Giorgia

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
fresh off his own visit to the White
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Why prices
rise ahead of
Ramadan

Ahead of every
Ramadan, the prices
of essentials spike,
leaving consumers
questioning whether
it’s just seasonal
demand or market
manipulation. This
year, key commodities
like rice, oil and dates
saw price hike despite
increased imports.
For red-hot Ramadan
prices, experts and
consumer rights
activists blame a mix
of inflation, corporate
dominance and weak
government oversight.
While the authorities
attempt short-term
fixes, real change
remains elusive.
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