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TAIWAN’S SOUTHWEST COAST

China holds ‘shooting’ drills 
Vows ‘reunification’ push; Taipei sends forces to keep watch

REUTERS, Taipei

China’s military yesterday held “shooting 
training” off Taiwan’s southwest coast in a 
move Taipei described as provocative and 
dangerous, while a senior Chinese leader 
vowed unswerving efforts to bring the island 
under Beijing’s control.

Democratically governed Taiwan, 
which China views as its own territory, has 
repeatedly complained of Chinese military 
activities, including several rounds of full-
scale war games during the past three years.

Shortly before 9:00 am, Taiwan’s defence 
ministry said in a statement, it had detected 
32 Chinese military aircraft carrying out a 
“joint combat readiness drill” with Chinese 
warships in the Taiwan Strait area.

“During this period it even blatantly 
violated international practice by setting up a 
drills area in waters about 40 nautical miles 
(74 km) off the coast ... without prior warning, 
claiming that it would carry out ‘shooting 
training’,” the ministry added.

Taiwan’s major southwestern population 
centres of Kaohsiung and Pingtung are 
both home to important naval and air bases. 
Kaohsiung is also home to Taiwan’s largest 
port, a busy hub for global shipping.

The exercises endanger the safety of 
international flights and shipping and are a 
“blatant provocation” to regional peace and 
stability, the ministry said, adding that it had 
dispatched its own forces to keep watch.

There was no immediate confirmation 

from China that it was carrying out new drills 
around Taiwan and its defence ministry did 
not respond to a request for comment.

China’s other recent military activity in the 
region, such as that off Australia’s coast, are 
“proof that China is the only, and the greatest, 
threat to peace and stability in the Taiwan 
Strait and the Indo-Pacific,” Taiwan’s ministry 
said. 

China has never renounced the use of 
force to bring Taiwan under its rule, and 
has denounced both President Lai Ching-
te as a “separatist”, and the United States 
for its support for Taiwan. Earlier yesterday, 
the ruling Communist Party’s leader, Wang 
Huning, had called this week for greater effort 
in the cause of Chinese “reunification”.

46 killed in 
Sudan plane 
crash in 
residential 
area
10 people injured

AFP, Port Sudan

Forty-six people were 
killed when a Sudanese 
military transport plane 
crashed into a residential 
neighbourhood on the 
outskirts of Khartoum, the 
regional government said 
yesterday.

The Antonov aircraft 
went down on Tuesday 
night near Wadi Seidna 
air base, one of the army’s 
largest military hubs in 
Omdurman, northwest of 
the capital.

A military source cited 
a technical malfunction 
as the cause of the crash, 
speaking to AFP on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not 
authorised to comment to 
the media.

The army, which 
has been at war with 
the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) since 
April 2023, said the plane 
crashed during take-off, 
killing and injuring both 
military personnel and 
civilians. 

“After a final tally, the 
number of martyrs reached 
46, with 10 injured,” 
the Khartoum regional 
government’s media office 
said.

Witnesses described 
hearing a loud explosion 
and seeing several homes 
damaged in the area. 

COVERAGE OF TRUMP

White House 
takes control of 
press pool 
REUTERS, Washington

The White House said on Tuesday it would decide 
which media organisations participate in the press 
pool that covers the president, wresting control 
away from the group of journalists that has done 
so for decades.

Karoline Leavitt, President Donald Trump’s 
spokeswoman, said that while traditional media 
organisations would still be allowed to cover the 
president, the administration plans to change who 
participates. The pool system allows select television, 
radio, wire, print and photojournalists to cover 
events in smaller spaces such as the Oval Office and 
share their reporting with the broader media.

The move follows the Trump administration’s 
decision to bar the AP from being in the press 
pool because it has declined to refer to the Gulf of 
Mexico as the Gulf of America, the name Trump 
has assigned the body of water, or update its 
widely followed stylebook to reflect such a change.

“For decades, a group of D.C.-based journalists, 
the White House Correspondents’ Association, 
has long dictated which journalists get to ask 
questions of the president of the United States in 
these most intimate spaces. Not anymore,” Leavitt 
said at a news briefing.

DEFYING PEACE ENVOY

Bosnian Serb 
leader sentenced 
to one year in jail
REUTERS, Sarajevo

A Bosnia court yesterday sentenced Bosnian Serb 
separatist leader Milorad Dodik to one year in jail 
for defying orders of an international peace envoy.

Dodik, president of Bosnia’s autonomous Serb 
Republic, was indicted in 2023 for signing laws 
that suspended rulings by the constitutional 
court and by international peace envoy Christian 
Schmidt.

Dodik has rejected the indictment as politically 
motivated. Under criminal law, Bosnians can pay a 
fine instead of facing jail time if the sentence is no 
more than one year.

The verdict could trigger a crisis in Bosnia, 
which suffered a bloody ethnic conflict in the 
1990s and has since been split into two regions.

This handout photograph, taken and released by the Ukrainian Emergency Service yesterday, shows a Ukrainian rescuer putting out a fire in 
a building following a drone attack in Kriukivshchyna, Kyiv region. PHOTO: AFP

A military source 
cited a technical 
malfunction as 
the cause of the 

crash


