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Work paused 
due to Myanmar 
situation
Says Indian FM Jaishankar 
NDTV ONLINE

A game changer in India’s neighbourhood policy in 
engaging with the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) will be the completion of the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral (IMTT) Highway, the 
progress of which is currently challenged by the 
internal strife in Myanmar, India’s External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar said on Tuesday.

Till July 2023, at least 70 percent of 
construction work on the IMTT highway had 
been completed. The 1,400-km-long highway 
would link India with Southeast Asia by land and 
give a boost to trade, business, health, education 
and tourism ties among the three countries. The 
highway will connect Moreh in Manipur with Mae 
Sot in Thailand via Myanmar.

India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy has made 
significant progress whether it is in Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal or Myanmar, Jaishankar said.

French police kill 
man holding knives 
in Paris region
AFP, Paris

French police said officers killed a man holding 
a knife in each hand after he “threw himself” at 
them in the northeastern Paris suburbs yesterday.

At around 7:00 am (0600 GMT), police 
approached “a man sitting at a bus stop with a 
knife in each hand” in the town of Dugny, Paris 
police told AFP.

The man “threw himself at them, without 
saying a word”, they said.

One of the officers used an “electroshock 
weapon” without effect, they said.

Another officer then “used their weapon”, 
wounding the man in the chest.

“CPR was administered until the firemen 
arrived. Despite the care provided, the man died,” 
the police said.

Local police and the inspectorate responsible 
for investigating police misconduct, called the 
IGPN, have both opened a probe.

Israeli army 
strikes military 
targets in Syria
Two people killed

AFP, Jerusalem

The Israeli army said it 
carried out air strikes 
targeting military sites 
containing weapons in 
southern Syria on Tuesday 
evening, just days after 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu called for 
demilitarising the area.

At least two people were 
killed by a strike on one of 
the sites, the headquarters 
of a military unit southwest 
of Damascus, a war 
monitor said.

“Over the past few hours, 
the IDF struck military 
targets in southern Syria 
including command 
centres,” the army said.

Hamas to hand over 4 
Israeli hostages’ bodies
US says talks on track for 2nd phase of Gaza truce deal
AFP, Gaza City

Hamas said it would exchange the bodies 
of four Israeli hostages for more than 600 
Palestinian prisoners today, capping the first 
phase of a Gaza ceasefire deal.

The United States said talks were on track 
for a second phase of the ceasefire deal 
that has largely held but whose complexity 
and long-drawn-out implementation have 
highlighted its fragility.

“Mediators have informed Hamas that 
the (hostage-prisoner) exchange will take 
place on Thursday [today]... Hamas and 
other resistance factions will hand over four 
bodies of Israeli captives, and in return, 
Israel will release more than 600 Palestinian 
detainees,” a Hamas official told AFP.

Another senior Hamas official said the 
“exchange will happen simultaneously”.

In Washington, US President Donald 
Trump’s top envoy on the Middle East said 
Israeli representatives were en route to talks 
on the next phase of the ceasefire deal.

“We’re making a lot of progress. Israel is 
sending a team right now as we speak,” Steve 
Witkoff told an event for the American Jewish 
Committee. “It’s either going to be in Doha or 
in Cairo, where negotiations will begin again 
with the Egyptians and the Qataris,” he said.

Israel has yet to confirm its release, and 
has not commented on whether it is sending 
a delegation to discuss the second phase of 
the truce. This first phase is supposed to end 
on Saturday, but negotiations planned for 
the rest of the process -- which were to begin 
in early February -- have not yet started.

Hamas has said it is ready to release “in 
one go” all the remaining hostages during 
the second phase.

People walk on building rubble at the Nur Shams camp for Palestinian refugees near Tulkarem, where Israeli forces allowed 
residents to retrieve belongings after reportedly issuing demolition notifications for several houses amid a weeks-long 
offensive in the occupied West Bank yesterday. The head of the UNRWA said more than 50 people, including children, have 
been reported killed since the Israeli forces’ operation started. PHOTO: AFP

Trump floats 
$5m ‘gold card’ 
as a route to US 
citizenship
AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump unveiled plans 
Tuesday to sell new “gold card” residency 
permits for a price of $5 million each -- and 
said Russian oligarchs may be eligible.

Trump said sales of the new visa, a high-
price version of the traditional green card, 
would bring in job creators and could be 
used to reduce the US national deficit.

“We’re going to be selling a gold card. You 
have a green card, this is a gold card. We’re 
going to be putting a price on that card of 
about $5 million,” Trump told reporters in 
the Oval Office.

The Republican president, who has made 
the deportation of millions of undocumented 
migrants a priority of his second term, said 
the new card would b e 
a route to highly 
prized US 
citizenship.

“A lot of 
people are 
going to want 
to be in this 
country, and 
they’ll be able to 
work and provide 
jobs and build 
companies,” Trump 
said. “It’ll be people with money.”

Sales of the cards would start in about 
two weeks, Trump added.

“We’ll be able to sell maybe a million of 
these cards. We have it all worked out from 
a legal standpoint,” Trump added.

The billionaire former real estate tycoon 
said that all applicants for the new gold 
cards would be carefully vetted.

But asked if wealthy Russians would also be 
able to apply, Trump said it was a possibility.

“Possibly. I know some Russian oligarchs 
that are very nice people. It’s possible,” 
Trump said. “They’re not as wealthy as they 
used to be. I think they can. I think they can 
afford $5 million.”

A number of Russian oligarchs have been 
hit by western sanctions since Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine three years ago. Trump 
has caused shock in European capitals by 
suddenly opening negotiations with Russia 
to end the war, amid fears that he could be 
willing to sell Ukraine short.


