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Israel squeezes Jenin

camp in West Bank

Palestinians fear Gaza-style
clearance

REUTERS, JENIN

Israeli bulldozers have demolished large areas of the now
virtually empty Jenin refugee camp and appear (o be
carving wide roadways through its once-crowded warren
of alleyways, echoing tactics already employed in Gaza as
troops prepare for a long-term stay.

At least 40,000 Palestinians have left their homes in
Jenin and the nearby city of Tulkarm in the northern
West Bank since Israel began its operation just a day after
reaching a ceasefire agreement in Gaza after 15 months
of offensive.

“Jenin is a repeat of what happened in Jabalia,”
said Basheer Matahen, spokesperson for the Jenin
municipality, referring to the refugee camp in northern
Gaza that was cleared out by the Israeli army after weeks
of bitter fighting. “The camp has become uninhabitable.”

He said at least 12 bulldozers were at work demolishing
houses and infrastructure in the camp, once a crowded
township that housed descendants of Palestinians who
fled their homes or were driven out in the 1948 war in
what Palestinians call the ‘Nakba’ or catastrophe at the
start of the state of Israel.

He said army engineering teams could be seen making
preparations for a long-term stay, bringing water tanks
and generators to a special area of almost one acre in size.

No comment was immediately available from the Israeli
military but on Sunday, Defence Minister Israel Katz
ordered troops to prepare for “a prolonged stay”, saying
the camps had been cleared “for the coming year” and
residents would not be allowed to return.

The month-long operation in the northern West Bank
has been one of the biggest seen since the Second Intifada
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Two Palestinian boys sit atop a broken sculpture of Jerusalem’s Dome of the Rock shrine that was destroyed
by Israeli forces during a military raid in Qabatiya, in the north of the occupied West Bank, yesterday.
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macroeconomic instability.

The current account balance has shown improvement due
(o import restrictions, he said.

Prof Main Uddin, former chairman of the Department of
Banking and Insurance at Dhaka University, recommended
increasing the number of independent directors at banks and
prohibiting bank owners from becoming chairpersons.

Syed Mahbubur Rahman, managing director and CEO
of Mutual Trust Bank, highlighted governance issues that
emerged in 2017 when “an influential family” took control of
Islami Bank Bangladesh.

Fahmida Khatun, executive director of CPD and member
of the Task Force, presented the keynote paper.

She recommended ensuring proper loan sanctioning,
enforcing single borrower exposure limits, halting loan
rescheduling, and appointing administrators at the troubled
banks.

She also emphasised protecting the independence
of Bangladesh Bank, ending bank bailouts through
recapitalisation, and stopping the issuance of licences to new
banks.

POLITICAL REFORMS

The concluding session titled, Institutional Governance and
the Way Forward, outlined specific reform proposals for
the interim government as well as recommendations with
timeframes for future political governments.

Presiding over the session, renowned economist
Prof Rehman Sobhan urged the taskiforce to make
recommendations that the interim government could begin
to implement.

In his keynote presentation, Syed Akhtar Mahmood, a
member of the taskforce, recommended that the Bangladesh
Investment Development Authority be designated as the core
agency o streamline investment promotion functions.

He also proposed modernising the regulatory framework
under a regulatory reform commission and improving public
service delivery across all sectors.

Dr Iftekharuzzaman said if a reform is to take place, be it
in the political parties.

Reform proposals will only be successfully implemented if
political parties are willing to pursue them, he added.

Political scientist Rounaq Jahan noted that reform
initiatives often faltered with changes of political power.
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borders with Russia

of the treasury on Monday, is part
of Washington’s continued pressure
campaign against Tehran’s oil trade.

Hong Kong—have also been sanctioned.
“Iran continues to rely on a shadowy
network of vessels, shippers, and brokers

speakers at the event. The session was moderated by KAS
Murshid, chairman of the taskforce.
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