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BRAC Kumon hosts
‘Aaj Amader Chhuti’
for young learners

CITY DESK

BRAC Kumon Limited
organised “Aaj Amader Chhuti-
ASHR 2025” at Purbachal Club,
providing a day of learning,

recognition, and cultural
activities for Kumon students,
said a press release.

The event welcomed over
6,000 attendees and awarded
2,489 students who were
ahead of their school grade
levels, including 277 students
who were five years ahead and
20 who had completed the
Kumon Program.

Sponsored by Aarong Dairy
and powered by BRAC Bank,
the event featured an award

ceremony, interactive activities,
and keynote sessions.
Speakers included
Tajdin Hassan, Shuvashish
Bhowmik, and Tawhida
Shiropa, who discussed self-
learning and growth mindset.
Guests included Lady Syeda
Sarwat Abed, Tamara Hasan
Abed, Rizwan Dawood Shams,
Yuji Ando, Yamada Fiji, Munia
Islam  Mozumder, Munia
Ghani, and Moutushi Kabir.
The event concluded with
performances by Bajna Beat
and Ekmattra Students,

along with a magic show,
reinforcing the importance
of holistic education and
academic perseverance.

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed, founder of Bishwo Shahitto Kendro, along with St
Joseph Higher Secondary School Principal Dr Brother Leo James Pereira and bKash
Chief External and Corporate Affairs Officer Maj Gen (retd) Sheikh Md Monirul Islam,
inaugurated this year’s nationwide book reading programme recently by distributing
books among students. Supported by bKash, the initiative will provide 40,000 books to

students across 300 schools in the country.

Mastermind among two more
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in Tangail, confirmed the

arrests during a press
briefing at his office
yesterday.

During the operation,
police recovered two silver
rings and Tk 4,200 in
cash from Alamgir. From
Rajib, they seized 10 mobile
phones, several imitation
bracelets, three bags, and
two knives used in the
robbery.

Identity direct and behind-the-scene
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of the Armed Forces Division
Lieutenant General Kamrul
Islam, and Border Guard
Bangladesh Director General
Major General Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui, who
also addressed the gathering.

Meanwhile, Shaheed Sena
Dibosh (National Martyred
Army Day) was observed in
the Armed Forces with due
honour, according (o an
ISPR press release.

The flags of the Army,
Navy,and Air Force were flown
at half-mast. In the morning,
the chiefs of army, navy, and
air force paid tribute and
laid wreaths at the Banani
Military Graveyard, where the
Pilkhana-martyred officers
are buried. Following them,
the families of the martyrs
also laid wreaths, observed
a moment of silence, and
offered special prayers for
their souls, the release said.
NEVER AGAIN
Admiral Nazmul Hassan
expressed hope that such
a massacre would never
occur again. “As citizens, we
must work for our country’s
betterment. We sincerely
pray that such a brutal loss
of life never happens again
and that innocent people
are never subjected (o
oppression,” he said.

Lt Gen Kamrul Islam
described the official
recognition of February 25
as Shaheed Sena Dibosh as a
historic milestone, crediting
General ~ Waker-Uz-Zaman
for the initiative.

“February 25 was not just
an ordinary event. It could
have been a conspiracy, a
planned attack, or a failure
to control the situation.
Whatever it was, it left a
deep wound that cannot
be forgotten. There is much
to learn from this, and the
armed forces are on the right
path. Immediate measures
must be taken (o prevent
such incidents in the future,”

he added.

Maj Gen Ashrafuzzaman
Siddiqui ~ reassured  the
victims’ families of BGB's
continued  support. He
announced that the “Border
Conference Centre” at

BGB Darbar Hall has been
renamed in honour of the
late BDR Director General
Major General Shakil Ahmed,
who was among those Killed.
IDENTIFY THE
MASTERMINDS

Retired Maj Gen Jamil D
Hassanurged the authorities to
expose the individuals behind
the massacre. “The time has
come for justice. Yet instead of
punishing the culprits, some
are being shielded. This must
stop,” he said.

Major  General (retd)
Azizur Rahman Bir Uttam,
recalling his tenure as BDR
(Bangladesh ~ Rifles, now
BGB) director general, cited
a letter from a former foreign
secretary concerning border
security.

He suggested that there
had been a deliberate effort
by a neighbouring country
to weaken Bangladesh’s
defence system. “We now
better understand who was
involved in the massacre and
who orchestrated it,” he said.
FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT
ALLEGED
BNP standing committee
member Major (retd) Hafiz
Uddin Ahmed Bir Bikram
criticised the former army
chief and the lack of military
preparedness at the time.

“I strongly believe a

foreign state was involved in
this massacre. At the same
time, the former army chief,
General Moeen U Ahmed,
bears responsibility for this
failure,” he said.
CALL FOR NATIONAL UNITY
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Nayeb-
e-Ameer Syed Abdullah
Mohammad Taher stressed
the need for unity on key
national issues.

“The army chief has
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mentioned national unity.
This is crucial. We need
unity on key matters -
independence, sovereignty,
sustainable democracy,
free and fair elections, a
moral framework, and a just
society. If we unite on these,
we will achieve our national
goals,” he said.

A SYMBOLIC BLOW TO
CONSPIRATORS

ALM Fazlur Rahman, head
of the Independent National
Inquiry Commission, said
failure of the commission
would raise concerns about
national security.

Regarding the recognition
of Shaheed Sena Dibosh,
he said, “Cowards kill from
behind. By establishing this
day as Martyrs’ Day, we have
delivered a symbolic blow to
the conspirators.”

The memorial meeting was
chaired by RAOWA Chairman
Colonel (retd) Mohammad
Abdul Haque and moderated
by Vice Chairman Brigadier
General (retd) Shams
Alauddin Ahmed.

Among the speakerswere It
Col (retd) Riaz, Sharmin Nishat
Siraji (wife of Lt Col Sajjadur
Rahman), Nasrin Ahmed (wife
of Major Mohammad Saleh),
Fabliha Bushra (daughter
of Shaheed Kazi Mosaddek
Hossain), and Kazi Nazir.

The victims' families
expressed gratitude to the
government for recognising
February 25 as Shaheed
Sena Dibosh, saying that
it provided some solace.
However, they reiterated
their demand for justice
against those responsible for
the massacre.

Renowned artist Haider
Hossain, who composed a
song dedicated to the victims,
was honoured by RAOWA.
Reflecting on his work, he
said, “I do not consider it just
a song - it is my heartfelt
expression and emotion.”

PRAYER
TIMING

FEBRUARY 26

Fazr Zohr
AZAN 5-15 1245 430 6-05 7-30
JAMAAT 5-50 115 4-45 6-10 8-00
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According to the
SP, Alamgir and Rajib
were arrested based on
information provided by
Mubhit, the gang’s second-

in-command, during
interrogation.

During preliminary
questioning, Alamgir

and Rajib admitted their
involvement in the bus
robbery. The SP also noted
that Alamgir is accused in
at least three other robbery

PHOTO: COURTESY

cases filed at different
police stations in Dhaka.

When asked about the
alleged rape of a female
passenger  during the
robbery, the SP said the
matter of molestation
was revealed by multiple
passengers, including
women, when questioned
by detectives.

“However, the matter is
still under investigation,”
he added.

Intern doctors
extend strike
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stage a sit-in at the
Directorate General of

Health Services at 11:00am
today.

Abdullah Al Noman, a
student of Dhaka Medical
College, and Tanmoy
Hassan, a student of
Sir Salimullah Medical
College, declared the
programme at the
High Court Mazar Gate
yesterday.

Intern doctors, along
with medical and dental
students, have  been
protesting since Sunday
to push their five-point

demand, disrupting
treatments at various
hospitals.

As per a previous
announcement,  several
hundred students from
different government

and private medical and
dental colleges in Dhaka
gathered at  Central
Shaheed Minar yesterday.
They then  marched
towards the High Court
around 12:15pm.

After police blocked
their path at the Mazar
Gate, a group of protesters
met the attorney general to
request a swift resolution

of a writ pending before
the HC.

They explained that
medical assistants filed the
writ petition with the HC
in 2013, seeking the right
to use the “doctor” title.
Despite legal restrictions,
they alleged that medical
assistants  have  been
unlawfully  using the
title for the past 11 years
while the case remained
unresolved.

Abdullah Al Noman
stated that the High Court
completed hearing the
writ petition yesterday
and set March 12 to deliver
a verdict.

“Setting a date for
judgement [in the
petition] is a preliminary
victory for our movement.
However, we will continue
our protest until all our
demands are met,” he said.

They
demand an updated OTC
medicine list, restricted
prescriptions o  MBBS
and BDS degree holders,
recruitment of 10,000
doctors and 4,000-5,000
annually, a BCS age limit
of 34, and the closure
of substandard medical
institutions.

Violence against
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of 4,829 students received
degrees, while Wo

Chancellor’s Gold Medals
and 28 Vice-Chancellor’s
Gold Medals were awarded
in various categories at the
graduation ceremony.

Professor Wahiduddin
Mahmud presented the
Chancellor’s Gold Medals
as the chief guest, while
Professor ~ Syed  Ferhat
Anwar, Vice-Chancellor of
BRAC University, presented
the Vice-Chancellor’'s Gold
Medals.

Professor Wahiduddin
said that by joining last
August’'s  protests, BRAC
University students proved
that  private  university
students not only focus on
their careers but also strive
o contribute (o society.

“We are in a transitional

period marked by
considerable unrest, with
various demands and

expectations. However, amid
all this, we must remember
the importance of restoring
a conducive learning
environment.”

“We hope that students
will cooperate with the
authorities to  maintain
academic  stability.  They
should present their
demands through mutual
understanding while
adhering to  university
regulations.”

The adviser added, “ In
Khulna University, there were
buildings and structures
named  after  Jagadish
Chandra Bose and other
scientists like him, but their
names have been changed.

Additionally, the names of
several other structures have
also been altered. This has
deeply saddened me.”

“It is beyond imagination
that the name of a building
dedicated  to  Jagadish
Chandra Bose would
be changed. I hope the
university authorities and
students will work together
to rectify this,” he added.

Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy,
an Academy Award-winning
filmmaker and journalist,
was the convocation
speaker. She called on the
graduates to build on the
promise of democracy,
ensure that every voice
is heard, and speak out
fearlessly for what is right.

Tamara Hasan Abed,
Chairperson of the Board of
Trusteesof BRAC University,
said that sustainable
change requires ethical
leaders, the cultivation of
responsible individuals, and
a commitment to helping
others reach their potential.
“We need to rethink our
lives beyond material needs
and, through collective
understanding,  establish
a new trajectory for the
Global South,” she added.

BRAC University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Syed
Ferhat Anwar, Dr Sadia
Hamid Kazi, Chair of the
Convocation Committee
and Chairperson of the
Department of Computer
Science and Engineering,
Valedictorian and
Chancellor’s Gold Medallist
(Undergraduate Programme)
Shihab Muhtasim, also spoke
at the programme.

Mayer Dak files 100 complaints
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Monirul Islam, and former
NTMC director general
Ziaul Ahsan.

Lawyer Shishir Monir
told journalists that 95 of
the victims never returned,
while five either resurfaced
from secret detention
centres, known as
Aynaghar, or were released
from prison.

Among the victims are
Chowdhury Alam, Sajedul

Islam Sumon, and Pervez,
whose names were found
written on the walls of

Aynaghar, he added.

“We  accused those
directly involved in the
crimes. Investigating

officers will determine if
anyone else bears superior
command responsibility,”
he said.

“We expect the
complaints o be
scrutinised  immediately

and charges framed against
the real culprits,” he said.

He also mentioned that
supporting documents
were attached to the
complaints.

ICT Prosecutor Gazi
Monawar Hossain Tamim
said, “We have accepted
100 complaints on behalf
of Mayer Dak. We will
thoroughly examine them
and take necessary actions
accordingly.”

230 tonnes of faecal waste
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Bangladesh, said, “Last
year, we witnessed how

climate hazards, such as
the unprecedented floods
in Feni, can undo progress
for children, destroying
infrastructure and leaving
them vulnerable.”
She said to
sanitation
marginalised groups,
including women and
children, Bangladesh
must foster private-sector
partnerships, invest in
the WASH sector, and
strengthen regulatory
mechanisms to ensure
sustainable, quality
services while reducing
contamination and

improve
for

reliance on groundwater.
Sanitation services
in Bangladesh remain
fragile, exacerbated by
climate change, including
flooding and extreme
weather events. In regions
like Feni, which had not
experienced such disasters
in over 50 vyears, these
hazards have devastated
infrastructure and water
resources, particularly
affecting rural and coastal
communities.
Hasin Jahan,
director of  WaterAid
Bangladesh, said the
conferenceisa call to action
to challenge outdated
practices, embrace
innovative solutions, and

country

recognise sanitation as
fundamental to human
rights, environmental
sustainability, and
economic growth.

The economic cost of
inadequate sanitation
is estimated at USD 4.2
billion annually, nearly
1.5% of Bangladesh’s GDP.
Achieving SDG sanitation
targets will require an
eight-fold acceleration,
as per a 2022 Unicef and
WHO report.

The conference was
attended by government
officials, policymakers,
technical experts, donors,
academics, civil society
organisations, and WASH
professionals.

Be neutral, carry out reforms
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He made the remarks while
speaking at a discussion
organised by BNP to mark
the National Martyred
Army Day at the Institution
of Engineers, Bangladesh
(IEB) in the capital.

“We hope that by
maintaining absolute
neutrality, you [chief
adviser] will carry out
the necessary minimum
reforms as quickly as
possible and move towards
clections,” said Fakhrul.

Addressing the
people of the country,
Fakhrul said, “Let us stop
this mudslinging and
debate. Everyone must

remain united to reach a
democratic path together.”
“We have a crucial
opportunity o establish
Bangladesh as a democratic
and prosperous nation.
However, a conspiracy is
underway to undermine
this progress. From
Delhi, Sheikh Hasina is
orchestrating efforts to
create unrest and destabilise
the country. As part of this
scheme, various groups are
actively working to foster
instability through different
means,” he also said.

“I have repeatedly said
that without establishing
a democratic system in the
country, stability cannot

be achieved. That is why we
have always insisted that
a truly neutral election
must be held to establish a
government chosen by the
people,” he added.

“Today, various questions
are being raised with the
intent to push the country
towards chaos. A small group
is deliberately provoking
public anger, attempting to
mobilise crowds and disrupt
stability through different
means,” he said.

“This poses a threat
to Bangladesh’s
independence and  is
detrimental to both
democracy and national
stability,” he added.

A struggle for space and resources

FROM PAGE 5

renal transplantation
started at CMCH in 2008,
but had to be suspended
due to lack of logistic
support and fund after
successful transplantation
for two patients.

lLack of a transplant
surgeon at CMCH is the main
hindrance to provide renal
transplantation, they said.

Dr Nurul Huda said
if trained and adequate
manpower is appointed
and other logistic support
is provided, around 40
renal transplantations can
be done at CMCH yearly.

Prof Imran said a full-

fledged team consisting

transplant surgeons,
urologists, nephrologists,
lab medicine team,
anesthetic team and

trained nurses is required
at CMCH for conducting
kidney transplantation,
which would be possible
once CMC is turned to

an autonomous medical
university.

Experts opined that
prevention and  early

detection are crucial in
combating the prevalence
of kidney disease.

“Kidneys  are  vital
organs, and early detection
is key to keep them

functional. Screening
should begin at the school
level to identify potential
issues early on, allow for
timely intervention and
significantly slow down the
progression of disease,” Dr
Imran explained.

Common risk
include  birth
diabetes,  high  blood
pressure, nephritis, and
side effects of certain
medications, he said.

“Simple tests, such as
routine urine and serum
creatinine tests, can
effectively  detect early
signs of kidney disease,” he
added.
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Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology, Dhaka-1000

Office of The Chief Engineer
Invitation for Tender
CE/Tender No-01/24-25/E-441 Dated: 25.02.2025
1 [Minisiryl Division Minisiry of Educaicn. |
7 |Agencyl Procuring Enlity Nama gladesh Univarsity of Engineering & Tachnalogy. Represanind by Chial Engineer, BUET |
1 |Procuring Enty District Dhaka, Bangladesh. |
4 [invitation for Mentioned In Identification of Packages {51 No-17) |
5 [imvitation Ref. No. CE/1/24-25E-41 6 Date:] 25.02.2025
[T 7 [Procurement Mathod Dpen Tendenng Mehod.
[ 8 |Budget and Source of Funds GUET Power Generator Furd.
§ [Tender Package No. Mantioned in SI. Mo-17
10 |Tender Publication Cate 2810212025
11 [Tender Last Selling Date 1110312025 _|(During Office hours)
12 |Tender Closing Dale and Tima uplo__|12003/2025 |2l 02:00 PM_(Drogping other days during affice hours)

13 |Tender Opening Date and Time

12103/2028

authorizad representative (if any).

at 02:30 PM, Tendar shall be opaned in presence of landerars’ tendenr's

14 [Mame & Address of the officels)

Office of the Chief Englneer

Bangladesh Uiniversiy of Enginesring & Technclogy, Dhaka- 1000,

Sefing Tender Document (Principle).

Difice of the Chisf Enginser, BUET, Dhaka.

Seding Tender Documant (Others).

Director, Planning and Developmend, BUET, Dhaka.

Compiroller, BUET, Dhaka.

Recewing Tender Documan(
Opening Tendes Document

Dffice of the Chief Engineer, BUET, Dhaka.

Office of the Chief Engineer, BUET, Dhaka.

1§  |Eligibility of Tenderer Tenderer musi have experience In similar nature of works within past three years, |
| 16 [Price of Tender Document Th-1000/=
¥ Package No. Identification of Package(s) Loeatian ST‘::' Comglatian Tima in
Amount (Tk) p
e A I B

18 |Mame of Official Inviling Tander

Dr. Engr.AK.M Jahangir Alam Peng.

19 |Designation of Offiiel Inviling Tender

CHIEF ENGINEER

20 |Address of Official nviling Tender

Office of the Chiel Engineer, BUET, Dhalca- 1000

21 |Caniract detail of Official Inviling Tander

Dffice of the Chial Engineer, BUET. Dhaka-1000

21 |Validity of Tenderer

B0 days fom the Date of Tender Opaning,

21 |Spacial Instruction

Thi Tanderar maust submit cesfified copy of {a) Valid trada licensa (b) TIN & Income tax certificate (c) Lefier of
Commitment for Bank’s Undertaking fr Line of Credit (Bank Sohency Cerfificata), (d) VAT registration
cartificate (g) Experience certificate (wilh work onder) (f) The Weitien Confirmation Authorizing the: Signatory of
the Tender bo commit the Tender (g) A Bank DraftiPay Order issued fom any Scheduled Bank of Bangladesh
located in Dhaka City amounting 1o faka above mentioned fender securty in favour of the * PE (Chief
Engineer|”

Price of tender document must be deposted in BUET AIC, Senall Bank BUET Branch, Dhaka by Prescribed|
form or must be submitied 2 Bank Dral' Pay Order in favour of Comptroller, BUET issuad from H‘Ij'i
Scheduled Bank of Bangladesh iocated in Dhaka City amounlting to Taka menfioned in Sl Ng-16. The|
Tarderer or fheir suihonzed rapresaniatives ane allowed to stiend the opaning of tendars. Tha Procunng Enbiy|
mseives the fght to accapt any tendar, to annul the Tandar procass, of to reject any or all Tenders at any :m-.ei
| pricr ko contact awarnd.

GD-520

(Dr. Engr A KM J

0
»\X‘b‘l
J\.

ir Adam Perig)
CHIEF ENGINEER




