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Police scuffled with an activist as law enforcers disperse MPO-registered teachers protesting for 
nationalisation in front of Shikkha Bhaban in Dhaka yesterday. The teachers were stopped at a barbed-wire 
barricade on Abdul Gani Road before clashes erupted. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Be neutral, carry 
out reforms, hold 
polls quickly
Fakhrul urges chief adviser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday urged the chief adviser to lead 
the country firmly, uphold neutrality, implement 
essential reforms, and move swiftly towards 
national elections.

“I want to appeal to the interim government 
chief -- lead your administration with a firm 
hand. No one should be able to say that you are 
biased. You are an established and renowned 
figure worldwide. We expect you to uphold that 
reputation,” said the BNP leader.
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Violence against women a 
sign of social disorder

Says Education Adviser Wahiduddin Mahmud

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ongoing violence against 
women is a manifestation of social 
disorder. Incidents of violence 
against women have undermined all 
the progress the country has made 
in other sectors, said Education 
Adviser Wahiduddin Mahmud.

He said a society where women do 

not receive respect do not feel safe 
and live in constant insecurity—no 
matter how materially developed it 
may be—can never be considered a 
truly civilised society.

Adviser Prof Wahiduddin made 
these remarks while addressing 
the 16th Convocation ceremony 
of BRAC University (BracU) at the 
Bangladesh-China Friendship 

Exhibition Centre in Purbachal, 
Dhaka, as the chief guest.

“We must ensure that our moral 
values are not lost; otherwise, our 
efforts to build a new Bangladesh 
will be in vain,” he said.

BRAC University (BracU) 
organised the convocation with the 
theme “Excellence in You.” A total 
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CITY

BDR MASSACRE

Identify direct and 
behind-the-scene 

perpetrators
Demand families; National 

Martyred Army Day observed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The families of the martyred army officers have called 
on the National Independent Investigation Commission 
to identify both the direct and behind-the-scene 
perpetrators of the 2009 Pilkhana BDR massacre.

At a memorial event at the Retired Armed Forces 
Officers Welfare Association (RAOWA) auditorium 
in Mohakhali yesterday, they said that the current 

environment is conducive to such an investigation and 
that the nation is awaiting justice. 

They said those responsible for the murders of 57 army 
officers must be held accountable.

The event was attended by Chief of Army Staff 
General Waker-Uz-Zaman, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral 
Mohammad Nazmul Hassan, Principal Staff Officer (PSO) 
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KEY DEMANDS

Families want a thorough investigation

Calls for identifying both direct 
perpetrators and masterminds

Calls for stronger national unity on 
issues like sovereignty, democracy 

Calls for ensuring such tragedies don’t 
repeat again

FIVE-POINT DEMAND

Intern doctors 
extend strike, 
announce sit-in
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Intern doctors from all government and private 
medical colleges will continue their work stoppage 
for the next 48 hours starting today to press home 
their five-point demand, including restricting the 
use of the title “doctor” exclusively to MBBS and 
BDS degree holders.

The protest, which began on February 23, will 
also include a boycott of academic activities by 
the medical and dental students as part of their 
“academic shutdown”.

Additionally, they have announced plans to 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4


