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Swechhasebak 
League leader 
taken away 
from police
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Cox’s Bazar

A local Swechchasebak 
League leader was taken 
away from police custody 
in Cox’s Bazar soon after 
his detention on Sunday 
evening.

The leader has been 
identified as Abdul 
Mannan, convener of Cox’s 
Bazar municipality ward-1 
unit of Swechchhasebak 
League and younger 
brother of the ward’s 
former councillor Akhtar 
Kamal Azad.

Locals identified Azad as 
a former BNP leader.

The incident took place 
on Kavita Chattar Road in 
Cox’s Bazar town. A video 
of the incident is being 
circulated online.

According to 
eyewitnesses and the video 
footage, a police team 
picked up Mannan from 
the road at 6:00pm. When 
police were taking him to 
the police station, around 
20 to 30 people, including 
some leaders and activists 
of local AL and BNP, 
surrounded the police.

They locked in an 
altercation with the police 
and at one stage, Azad 
reached the scene and took 
Mannan away from the 
police.

Contacted, Azad said, 
“My brother is not an 
accused in any case. 
Police stopped him and 
interrogated him on 
suspicion. When locals 
heard about it, they 
rushed there. There was no 
incident of snatching.”

Shut down illegal 
brick kilns: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expressing grave concern over environmental pollution, 
the High Court yesterday said the administration has 
failed to shut down all illegal brick kilns.

The HC bench of Justice Farah Mahbub and Justice 
Debasish Roy Chowdhury ordered the government to 
close all brick kilns running illegally across the country.

During the hearing of a writ petition involving this 
issue, the bench also asked the authorities to submit 
reports after complying with the directives on March 17.

The HC bench also said illegal brick kilns without 
licenses, which cause environmental pollution, must 
be demolished or evicted under the legal procedures.

The court also summoned the director general of 
the Department of Environment and the divisional 
commissioners of Barishal, Sylhet, Rajshahi, Rangpur 
and Mymensingh, asking them to appear before it on 
March 17 for their alleged failure to comply with its 
directives.

SC clears way 
for Channel 1 to 
resume operations
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court yesterday 
cleared the way for Channel 1, a private satellite 
television station, to resume its functions.

The apex court stayed the High Court verdict 
that upheld the BTRC decision to ban its frequency 
allocation, effectively shutting it down in 2010.

A four-member bench of the Appellate Division 
headed by Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam passed the order 
after holding a hearing on petition filed by Channel 1’s 
founder and Managing Director Gias Uddin Al Mamun.

Channel 1 was established on June 1, 2005 and it 
started broadcasting on January 24, 2006.

On April 27, 2010, BTRC stopped its transmission 
on allegation of using rented broadcasting equipment 
in violation of the law.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Char dwellers in Kurigram have been demanding 
a Char Affairs Ministry, similar to the Ministry 
of Chattogram Hill Tracts Affairs. They believe it 
would help improve their lives.

With a population of 24 lakh, Kurigram 
is crisscrossed by 16 rivers, including the 
Brahmaputra, Dharla, Teesta, Dudhkumar, 
Fulkumar, Gangadhar, and Jinjiram. The district 
has 450 chars, covering about 850 square 
kilometres and home to approximately 5.5 lakh 
people.

Locals held a human chain on Dharla riverbed 
in this regard yesterday.

Noor Islam, 46, a resident of Char Mantala on 
the Brahmaputra riverbed in Chilmari upazila, 
said, “We struggle against floods, drought, and 
erosion. No matter how hard we work, we cannot 
improve our lives.”

Mozammel Haque, 65, a sharecropper from the 
same char, said they receive a few kilogrammes of 
relief during floods and a blanket in winter. Every 
year, they suffer due to floods and river erosion. 

“We cannot afford to send our children to 
school. Even those who manage to study with 
great difficulty cannot secure jobs due to lack of 
money,” he said.

Nazir Uddin, 70, a farmer from Char 
Gorokmandal in Phulbari upazila, said char 
dwellers pay high prices for essentials but are 
forced to sell their produce at low prices. 

Neglected and 
forgotten

Kurigram char dwellers 
demand change

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The Dinarpur Jantar Bazar in Habiganj, 
the largest livestock market in Sylhet 
division, has long been a source of 
contention due to its location adjacent 
to the Dhaka-Sylhet highway.

The market’s operation, 
particularly on Saturdays, 
consistently leads to 
severe traffic congestion 
on the highway, causing 
sufferings to commuters.

The issue prompted 
the Habiganj district 
administration to intervene, 
through issuance of circular 
by Habiganj Deputy Commissioner 
Dr Md Faridur Rahman on January 
7 instructing Nabiganj UNO to take 
necessary steps to shut down the market. 

However, the market has continued 

to run disregarding the order. 
Locals alleged that the market 

management committee, reportedly 
comprising a syndicate of local leaders 
of Awami League and BNP, has been 
collecting fees through receipt 

issuance for setting up shops 
along the highway. 

Lokman Ahmed from 
Bahubal Sadar upazila 
said he bought a cattle for 
Tk 45,000 and paid Tk 
500 for receipt to people 
employed by Kazi Tofail 

Ahmed, general secretary 
of the market’s management 

committee.
Tofail Ahmed denied any 

involvement in illegal activities.
Nabiganj UNO Md Ruhul Amin said 

necessary action will be taken after 
consulting with the DC.

DINARPUR JANTAR BAZAR

Cattle market 
thrives on highway

Students of Mymensingh Medical College stage a protest on campus for the 
second consecutive day yesterday, demanding recognition exclusively for MBBS 
and BDS degree holders as doctors. With the same demand, intern doctors at 
Chattogram Medical College Hospital observed a work abstention as part of a 
nationwide programme. PHOTO: STAR
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