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to take strong measures to 
protect citizens, particularly 
women and children. 
Instead, the law and order 
situation has further 
deteriorated. Women and 
girls are now scared to leave 
their homes,” she added. 

“A clear message must 
be sent that such crimes 
will not be tolerated. 
Proper investigations and 
strict legal consequences 
are crucial to preventing 
further violence,” said 
Shaheen Anam.

Meanwhile, Ain o Salish 
Kendra (ASK) echoed 
concerns over escalating 
threats to women’s safety.

In a separate statement, 
the rights organisation 
highlighted increasing 
restrictions on women’s 
mobility, despite legal 
frameworks designed to 
protect them.

The organisation 
stressed the need for 
preventive measures, 
including legal awareness 
and self-defence training in 
school curriculums.

“Empowering women 
with self-defence skills 
such as judo and karate is 
essential. Societal attitudes 
towards women must 
change to foster a safer 
environment,” it added.

ASK also urged the 
government to prioritise 
survivor support, including 
legal aid, psychological 
counselling, and social 
reintegration programmes.

Bangladesh National 
Women Lawyers 
Association (BNWLA) 
also condemned the 
deteriorating security 
situation.

“The state of law 

and order has reached 
an unacceptable level, 
unworthy of any civilised 
society. This decline is 
tarnishing the country’s 
global reputation. A surge 
in rape, bus robberies, 
sexual abuse, theft, and 
mugging has plunged the 
nation into lawlessness,” it 
said in a statement.

BNWLA called for 
thorough investigations 
and swift prosecution of 
perpetrators, urging the 
home affairs adviser to take 
immediate action.

Govt shifts to one route due
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of cooperation from 
transport owners during 
the previous government.
DEVIATION FROM PLAN

After the political shift 
in August, following the 
July uprising, leadership 
changes occurred in 
transport organisations.

In December last year, a 
meeting chaired by Adviser 
Fouzul Kabir Khan decided 
to launch Dhaka Nagar 
Paribahan on all eight routes 
under the Green Cluster. 

The Dhaka Transport 
Coordination Authority 
(DTCA) is overseeing the 
initiative on behalf of the 
government. However, 
the service is now being 
launched on a single route, 
which was also altered 
due to transport owners’ 
demands, said sources. 

The original route 
was Chasara-Sign Board-
G u l i s t a n - S h a h b a g h -
Science Lab-Kalabagan-
Asad Gate-Mohammadpur, 
which is route 21 under the 
Green Cluster. Instead, the 
route will now be directed 
to Gabtoli from Asad Gate, 
bypassing Mohammadpur, 
which is a part of route 11 
under the Red Cluster.

Under the franchise 
system, all buses on a route 
should operate under a 

single company. However, 
in this case, only four 
companies running AC 
buses will be included in 
the specialised service, said 
sources. DTCA has signed an 
MoU with Borak Paribahan, 
one of the four companies.

This means that all other 
non-AC buses, operating 
under around 10 different 
companies, will run on the 
same route, potentially 
leading to unhealthy 
competition, sources added. 

Sources further said 
transport association 
leaders oppose the franchise 
system as it could reduce 
their influence over the 
sector. However, they agreed 
to launch the service on a 
single route after higher 
authorities engaged with 
owners through a top 

workers’ leader, said sources. 
Meanwhile, despite 

today’s launch, authorities 
have yet to complete the 
construction of all ticket 
counters, particularly 
outside the capital.

Neelima Akhter, 
executive director of 
DTCA, and Saiful Islam, 
general secretary of Dhaka 
Road Transport Owners 
Association, could not be 
reached for comments.

Anti-rape
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highway demanding the 
home adviser’s resignation 
for his failure to curb rising 
crime. Students marched 
from the Shaheed Minar 
premises at noon before 
taking to the highway, 
disrupting traffic.  

“We can see that 
law and order has 
completely collapsed. 
Those who participated 
in the July revolution 
are being attacked,” said 
Arifuzzaman Ujjal, a 
student of the 47th batch.  

In Barishal, students from 
various schools and colleges 
staged demonstrations, held 
rallies, and blocked roads in 
protest against the surge in 
sexual violence, reports our 
local correspondent.  

In Patuakhali’s Bauphal 
upazila, students of Bauphal 
Government College waved 
red cards, denouncing 
rising crimes such as 
robbery, extortion, and 
murder, and demanding the 
home adviser’s resignation.  

Meanwhile, students 
in Thakurgaon staged 
a demonstration and 
blocked roads in the town 
with similar demands.  

Protesters across the 
country warned that if 
authorities fail to take 
action, their movement will 
intensify in the coming days.

Parties resist reforms
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Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB) Executive 
Director Iftekharuzzaman, 
also a member of the 
National Consensus 
Commission, said, “From 
my experience, no long-
term reform proposals 
have been implemented… 
Elected governments forget 
their commitments after 
coming to power.”  

He also criticised 
the lack of a dedicated 
commission for the 
education sector despite its 
critical importance.  

Badiul Alam Majumder, 
another member of the 
National Consensus 
Commission, said reforms 
remain stalled because 
people do not actively 
demand them.  

“If we remain passive 
despite the sacrifices made 
for change, no reforms will 
materialise,” he said. “If 
the structures that breed 
fascism are not dismantled 
and fair elections are not 
ensured, no meaningful 
change will occur.”  

Dhaka University Prof 
Samina Luthfa pointed 
out that state institutions 
have become the country’s 
most failing entities and 
need urgent reforms. She 
also criticised the lack of 

representation of women, 
marginalised communities, 
and indigenous groups in 
the National Consensus 
Commission.  

DU Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Niaz Ahmed 
Khan said while the 
interim government has 
undertaken some reform 
initiatives, it has not been 
able to act in certain areas.

“There should be 
no difference between 
private and public 
universities, except in their 
management systems,” he 
added.  

Jatiya Nagarik 
Committee Joint 
Convener Sarwar Tushar 
said previous reform 
frameworks were not 
implemented due to a lack 
of political will. 

He urged the 
government to ensure 
long-term reforms in line 
with the July Charter.  

Prof Kazi Maruful Islam, 
who led the research, 
presented findings on 
students’ perspectives 
regarding higher 
education, electoral reform, 
the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, the 
judiciary, public security, 
and law enforcement, 
alongside corresponding 
recommendations.
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Do not push
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“Certainly, new political 
parties can be formed, and 
we will welcome that. But 
if a party is formed while 
in power, people will call it 
a ‘King’s Party’. The people 
will not accept this,” he 
said.

Fakhrul also demanded 
the withdrawal of cases 
against BNP leaders and 
activists.  

“The cases have not yet 
been withdrawn. We still 
have to go to court and 
appear in hearings,” he 
said.  

Fakhrul accused 
the Awami League of 
attempting to erase 
political opposition. 
“We have not forgotten 
the killing of our Alems 
at Shapla Chattar. We 
have not forgotten the 
execution of Jamaat-e-
Islami leaders. We have 
not forgotten the hanging 
of our leader Salahuddin 
Quader Chowdhury. They 
only wanted democracy 
and rights,” he added.  

CITY DESK

The Bangladesh Cancer Aid Trust 
(BANCAT) has announced the launch 
of the country’s first-ever cancer care 
village, “Alok Boshoti,”, said a press 
release.

The announcement came during the 
“Philanthropy Conclave 2025 -- Fostering 
a Care Economy”, held at The Westin 
Dhaka on Saturday.

With support from Mutual Trust Bank, 
Sajida Foundation, Seven Rings Cement, 
and Abdur Rahim Memorial Trust, Alok 
Boshoti will offer free treatment, mental 
health support, and cancer screening. 

Designed as an eco-friendly project, 
it will use solar energy and organic 
farming, aiming to serve over 5,000 
patients annually.

Sharmeen S Murshid, adviser to 
the Ministry of Women and Children 

Affairs, emphasised the importance of 
a collective care economy, while Zahida 
Fizza Kabir, CEO of Sajida Foundation, 
highlighted fair wages for caregivers.

BANCAT Executive Director Nazmus 
Ahmed Albab called the initiative a 
“symbol of hope”. 

Syed Mahbubur Rahman, managing 
director and CEO of Mutual Trust Bank; 
and Runa Khan, founder and executive 
director of Friendship, were also present 
on the occasion.

BANCAT launches 
cancer care village

Hundreds of workers, who failed to travel to Malaysia on a calling visa despite 
paying recruiting agencies, staged a sit-in at Shahbagh yesterday morning. The 
protest programme also created traffic congestion on the road. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS


