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Carry out
duties with
restraint

Gen Waker urges
army personnel

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chiel of Army
Staff General
Waker-Uz-Zaman
yesterday called
upon the army
personnel not
o engage in
any disorderly
activities during their deployment.

“We need to ensure that no such
unruly activities occur, and force
should not be used,” said Waker
while speaking as the chief guest at
the closing and award distribution
ceremony of the Bangladesh Army’s
firing competition, held at the firing
range of Savar Cantonment.

Waker urged the army personnel
to carry out their duties with patience
until a government is elected.

“We must continue working for
the country until we have an elected
government in place and peace
and order returns to the country.
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To raise awareness against sound pollution and improve road safety, the environment ministry organised a day-long campaign at
multiple locations in the capital, including the foreign ministry area where this photo was taken yesterday morning.
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UNB, Khulna

Stay alert, don’t

let fascism return
Says Tarique at Khulna rally

issues.

Emphasising the need for unity among political
parties, BNP acting chairman Tarique Rahman
yesterday urged everyone to remain vigilant
against the return of fascism.

“The fascist who fled the
country will try to spoil our
unity, and we all must remain
alert,” he said while speaking at
a rally in Khulna city via video

conference.
Tarique called upon those t
who have fought for over

16 years against the Awami
League not to engage in infighting over trivial

Holding the Awami League responsible for the
destruction of democratic institutions during its
rule, he said that restoring people’s voting rights
through a fair election is the main task.

Expressing  optimism
prospects, he said that BNP will win if the election
is held fairly, and urged party activists to stand by
the people in both good and bad times and to be
responsible and acceptable.

He claimed that several lakh BNP activists
faced “ghost” cases during their fight to restore
democracy, while several thousand leaders and

about his party’s
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Dhaka should clear the air
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$10,000 here, $10,000 there -- and bam,
$29 million from the US government,”
he said.

“Iwo people! They're very happy.
Very rich. They’ll be on the cover of a
top business magazine -- for being great
scammers,” quipped the US president.

Addressing the Conservative Political
Action Conference (CPAC) in Maryland
on Saturday, Trump again accused the
agency of funnelling $29 million to
prop up a “radical left communist” in
Bangladesh.

“$29 million goes to strengthen the
political landscape and help them out
so that they can vote for a radical left
communist in Bangladesh. You've got to
see who they supported!”

This has confused Bangladeshis
and NGO professionals, who have been
worried since Trump’s announcement of
terminating US funding for the projects
that don’t align with his policy.

One American NGO whose name
surfaced in relation to the $29 million
funding is Democracy International
(DI), which got the fund from the USAID
and UK’s DFID for the Strengthening
Political Landscape (SPL) in Bangladesh
from 2017 to 2024.

The Daily Star emailed the DI for
comments, but its Chief of Party
Catherine Cecil said she has no
comments on the matter.

An official who earlier worked for
a project with DI said the US NGO has
more than 40 employees and how the
$29 million fund can go to two people is
not understandable.

“US  President Donald Trump’s
remarks might be meant for the
audience in America. It has no link with
that of Bangladesh,” the official told this
correspondent.

According to NGO professionals,
any NGO working in Bangladesh with
foreign funding must secure approval
from the NGO Affairs Bureau.

However, NGO Affairs Bureau
Director General (acting) Md Anwar
Hossain said they looked into their
records and did not find any approval in
favour of Democracy International.

“We have to check how Democracy
International received the USAID
funding and used it,” he told The Daily
Star yesterday.

Abu Sayed, additional secretary and
wing chief for America and Japan at the
Economic Relations Division (ERD), said
USAID sends quarterly reports to the

ERD on the amount of money disbursed
for projects.

He, however, could not immediately
provide details of the projects and funds
coming from USAID.

Asked about the matter,
Transparency International Bangladesh
Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman
said it might be possible that USAID
has directly funded the US NGO in its
own applicable process as part of a
bilateral agreement between the US and
Bangladesh.

In September last year, the USAID
signed an agreement with the ERD
for giving $202 million in aid to
Bangladesh, which is a part of USAID’s
total commitment of $954 million to
Bangladesh for the period of 2021-2026.

According to the ERD, through
the 1974 Economic, Technical and
Related Assistance Agreement, the US
has contributed over $8 billion across
various sectors, including democracy
and governance, food security, health,
education, and climate change,
primarily through USAID and other US
agencies.

Iftekharuzzaman said the US NGO,
as the principal awardee for the SPL
project, appears to have funded some
sub-grantees as implementing partners.

In such cases, non-US sub-awardee
NGOs, local or international, must have
had approvals from the NGO Affairs
Bureau, he said.

“Interestingly the USAID funding in
Bangladesh is much more than what has
been mentioned by the US President. I
am not sureif the position he has taken is
politically motivated,” Iftekharuzzaman
said, because the principal grantee
US NGO may be linked with his arch
political rival Democratic Party.

Hence, it is likely that Bangladesh is
being dragged into US domestic politics,
which on the other hand is facilitating
smear campaign against a section of
NGOs of Bangladesh by the ousted
regime.

In addition to development support,
the US has a multifaceted relationship
with  Bangladesh including trade,
investment, education and not least
diplomatic and strategic.

“Irump’s parroted political rhetoric
can therefore have implications on the
bilateral relationship, which Bangladesh
can neither ignore nor can any sensible
US government wish away. Therefore,
it is important that both sides work
together sooner than later to clear the

confusion,” he added.

Former ambassador to the US, M
Humayun Kabir, said each and every
penny of the USAID fund is calculated
and the NGOs using the fund has to
ensure transparency and accountability.
There is no scope for the USAID to fund
“two persons” as claimed by Trump.

“The USAID fund is not political
party-blind. It works with all the political
parties. So, you cannot say that the
US NGOs work for this party or that
party,” he said, referring to Democracy
International’s  collaboration — with
Awami League.

According (o a statement of the
Centre for Research and Information,
a think tank of the AL, published in
its website on June 11, 2016, DI has
provided training and enhanced skills of
thousands of political workers from all
major political parties, including the AlL.

The DI has also been working with
CRI closely on research issues, it said.

AKM Jashim Uddin, director at the
Association of Development Agencies
in Bangladesh, the apex body of NGOs,
said the remarks by Trump are akin to
blaming the NGO sector in Bangladesh.

“People will question us. This is not
fair, especially when the sector makes
huge contribution to the country’s
development,” he said.

It would not be wise for Bangladesh to
accept what Trump said, he said, adding,
“Bangladesh must come up with the
right response. Otherwise, it will be an
issue of dignity for us.”

National Martyred
Army Day today
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observed today.

The government issued a notification
on Sunday, announcing February 25
as the National Martyred Army Day.
The Cabinet Division instructed all
ministries, divisions and organisations
to comply with the observance annually.
However, the day will not be marked as
a public holiday.

A total of 57 high and mid-ranking
army oflicers were killed in the February
25-26 mutiny at the BDR, now Border
Guard Bangladesh, headquarters in
Pilkhana. Seventeen others were also
killed and most of their mutilated
bodies were retrieved later from mass
graves inside Pilkhana.

Uprising party coming on February 28
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the launch. We're still in discussions and
are making consensus-based decisions.”

At the first preparatory meeting
on February 19, key leaders asked the
uprising activists to prepare for a
February 26 launch.

However, at another meeting last
night, they decided to launch the party
on Iriday, a weekend, to ensure the
public do not suffer traffic chaos.

Adviser Nahid Islam is almost certain
to be the convener of the new party, but
there is still a dispute over the member
secretary post.

Akhter is likely to be appointed as
the party’s member secretary, with
Sarjis and Hasnat Abdullah possibly
assuming the roles of chiel organiser
and spokesperson, respectively.

Former DU Shibir president Ali
Ahsan Zonaed may assume the
position of senior joint convener, while
Nasiruddin Patwary, convener of the
Nagorik Committee, is in line to be the
senior joint member secretary.

Former Shibir activists are pushing
to see Zonaed, also an executive
member of the Nagorik Committee, as
the party’s second-in-command.

Sources said the uprising leaders
are considering additional top posts to
accommodate former Shibir members
and prevent a potential split within the
party.

The Jatiya Nagorik Committee, a
citizens’ platform formed after the
July uprising, has split into three
factions over the top posts of the new

political party’s convening committee,
according to insiders.

One faction includes SAD leaders,
who were previously affiliated with
Ganatantrik  Chhatra  Shakti and
Chhatra Odhikar Parishad.

The second faction is made up of
former leftist activists, while the third
comprises former members of Islami
Chhatra Shibir, as reported by three
senior leaders of the civic platform.

To minimise discord, the leaders are
considering increasing the number of
top posts to ensure that all factions are
well represented in the new party.
PARTY NAME, SYMBOL
Citing a public opinion survey titled
“New Bangladesh Through Your Eyes,”
Akhter Hossen shared that more than
two lakh people from all walks of life
participated in the campaign, which
ran from February 5 to 15.

“Many suggestions have been made
about the party’s name. People want
a name that reflects the spirit of the
uprising and the country’s history.”

After an initial analysis, names
like “Janatar Dal”, “Nagorik Shakti”,
“Republic Party”, “Nagorik Dal”, and
“Bangladesh  Nagorik Party” have
emerged as frontrunners.

At least three senior leaders of the
Nagorik Committee indicated that
“Bangladesh Nagorik Party” might be the
name. However, to avoid confusion with
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),
the party might be named “Bangladesh
Citizens Party” (BCP) in English.

Regarding the party symbol,
suggestions  included symbols of
struggle and development, along with
national emblems such as the rising
sun, a book, and a pen.

“People have voiced their desire for
a corruption-free country with good
governance, accountability, and social
justice. Our new political party aims to
reflect these public expectations.”
WHY SANGSAD BHABAN
Sarjis explained that the party members
would take their oath on Manik
Mia Avenue, in front of the Jatiya
Sangsad, because “the parliament has
been misused for personal and party
interests, serving as a breeding ground
for autocracy over the years”.

“For generations, the Jatiya Sangsad
has failed to represent the people’s
hopes and dreams. It has been a tool
for personal, group, and party interests.
That is why we are launching the party
in front of the Jatiya Sangsad.”

He added that the party will prioritise
the nation’s interests over any personal,
group, or party interests.

Leaders from all political parties in
Bangladesh, families of the martyrs,
injured activists from the uprising, and
diplomats will be invited to the launch.

“We’ll also honour those who fought
for decades for a better Bangladesh,
including activists from the student
community, expatriates, and
representatives from ethnic and religious
minorities, indigenous communities,
and others,” Sarjis concluded.

Crime rates spike
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month of the previous four years, Police
Headquarters data show.

Cases for robbery rose to 171 in the
first month of this year, compared to
114 in January 2024. Abduction cases
more than doubled in January this year
from 51 in the first month of 2024.

An analysis of monthly crime data
over the past six years revealed that
the highest number of mugging and
robbery incidents in a single month
occurred in January 2025, with a total
of 242 reported incidents.

Incidents of mugging, robbery
and abduction also saw an increase
in December and November last year
compared to the corresponding months
of the previous five years, according to
the police data.

The rising trend appears to continue
even amid “Operation Devil Hunt” that
began on February 8 to restore law and
order.

Omar Faruk, a professor at the
Department of Criminology and Police
Science at Mawlana Bhashani Science
and Technology University, told The
Daily Star that they too have seen an
increase in crimes, such as mugging,
robbery, and theft in the last six months.

“Are these crimes, which are
instilling fear among the public, truly a
sign of satisfaction?” he said, criticising
the government’s claim that law and
order was normal.

He added that people are living in
fear of becoming victims of murder,
theft, mugging, or burglary, and the
government seems unconcerned, as it
doesn’t know how to address the issue.

“The crime rate is influenced by
the size of the population. It doesn’t
necessarily matter whether the crime
rate is increasing or decreasing, but
when high-impact crimes rise, it creates
a sense of fear among the public,” he
explained. “Do they even understand
this?”

‘YOU'LL FEELIT’

Despite such concerns, Home Affairs
Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury vyesterday insisted that
the country’s law and order situation
remains satisfactory, although there is
“room for improvement”.

“You will see tonight [Monday] that
our law enforcement activities have
increased significantly. I have instructed
everyone in the law enforcement
agencies. You will feel this starting from
the evening,” he told reporters after a
meeting of the “core committee” at the
home ministry.

Meanwhile, Law Adviser Asif Nazrul
yesterday acknowledged the government’s
shortcomings in maintaining law and
order but assured that efforts were
ongoing to address the issues.

“In the past six months, sometimes
the situation was good, sometimes it
turned extremely bad. Some members
of fascist groups have fled, while others
remain in the country with access
to vast financial resources. When
money is involved, ill intentions are
bound to emerge,” he told reporters
after a conference at the deputy
commissioner’s office in Rajshahi.

“We cannot deny our failures. There
is no way to overlook them. However,
we are making relentless efforts to
control the situation. Our commitment
is unwavering. Our home adviser even
held a press conference late last night.
Failure does not stop us. We constantly
look for new ways to improve,” said the
adviser.

“If there is clear against anyone,
he must be brought under due legal

lives in mob violence, according (o
legal rights organisation Ain O Salish
Kendra.

Many incidents of attacks on Sufi
establishments were also reported.
On January 23, the Global Sufi
Organisation held a press conference
alleging that over 80 mazars (shrines)
and darbar sharifs (Sufi centres) were
attacked by extremist groups across
the country in the past six months. The
government also confirmed that at least
40 such sites had been targeted in 44
separate attacks since August 4.

Latest on Sunday night, multiple
muggings in different parts of Dhaka
caused panic among city residents.
Videos of miscreants armed with
guns and cleavers went viral, sparking
outrage on social media over law
enforcement failures.

Despite launching the “Operation
Devil Hunt” on February 8 and arresting
over 9,000 suspects, the government’s
crackdown has yielded little impacts on
the ground.

CRIME STATISTICS OF NOVEMBER & DECEMBER POLICE HEADQUARTERS

1 2024 1 2023 |

Dacoity 118 55
Robbery 292 184
Murder 415 460
Kidnapping 141 62
Burglary 468 405
Theft 1445 1366

actions. At the same time, no one should
be subjected to undue harassment.”

Talking to reporters in Cumilla
yesterday, Hasnat Abdullah, convener
of Students Against Discrimination,
expressed discontent about the law and
order situation.

Between February 1 and February
24, 2025, dozens of crimes, including
murder, rape, mugging, robbery, and
extortion, have been reported across
the country.

Among them, the February 17
robbery and sexual assault on a
moving bus drew national attention,
highlighting severe security lapses.

On February 17, a video went viral
showing two men attacking a couple
with sharp weapons in Uttara.

Earlier in January, 16 people lost

Joint forces to patrol crime-
prone City areas
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in areas where law and order have
deteriorated. Citizens will notice this

enhanced patrolling starting this
[Monday] evening,” he said while
addressing reporters.

He mentioned that law enforcement
officers often face delays in reaching
crime scenes and added that a decision
has been made to provide additional
motorcycles Lo security forces (o ensure
quicker response time.

Shafiqul Alam dismissed any claims of
non-cooperation from law enforcement
agencies, reiterating the government’s
commitment to ensuring public safety.

He said, “The government is taking
the matter seriously, which is why
today’s [Monday| high-level meeting was
held. Representatives from all security
agencies, including police, Rab, army,
BGB, navy, coast guard, and intelligence
agencies, were present.”

After the meeting, Home Adviser Lt
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
also addressed the media and claimed
that the country’s law and order situation
remains satisfactory, though there is
room for further improvement.

Asked about “Devil Hunt”, the home

adviser said the operation is being
continued so that actions can be taken
quickly when a crime occurs.

The home adviser said that law
enforcement agencies are working
tirelessly around the clock.

“You will see tonight [Monday] that
our law enforcement activities have
increased significantly. You will notice
this starting from the evening,” he
added.

Youth and Sports Adviser Asif
Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyain, housing and
public works advisor Adilur Rahman
Khan, and special assistant to the chief
advisor Khuda Baksh Chowdhury were
present in the meeting, among others.

Meanwhile, at an event in Rajshahi
yesterday, the Inspector General of Police
Baharul Alam, said that specialised
police units will soon be deployed to
prevent muggings.

He mentioned that mugging has
increased both at night and during the
day, and the issue has been noted. “A
special measure has been decided upon,
with joint patrolling to be conducted.”

Baharul added that if this does not
improve the situation, other strategies
will be considered.

2022 1 2021 1 2020 | 2019
52 46 52 55
166 158 160 161
455 482 530 508
68 60 104 67
426 376 469 416
1474 1319 1332 1161

The release of some top criminals
after the political changeover last year,
followed by a rise in reports of extortion,
fuelled concerns over crimes in the city,
said police officers and victims.

Moreover, arms and ammunition
looted during the uprisings have fallen
into the hands of criminals. As a result,
the severity of crimes has increased, law
enforcers and experts said.

Meanwhile, protesters under
the banner of “Bangladesh against
Rape and Oppression” have issued
a nine-point demand, including the
resignation of the home adviser within
the next 24 hours. They also want him
to apologies.

If the demands are not met, they will
announce another torchlight march
towards the home ministry this evening.

Delhi needs to
decide the ties it
wants with Dhaka

FROM PAGE 1

Bangladesh must decide what kind
of relationship it wants with India. Of
course, Bangladesh will determine its
stance. But at the same time, India also
needs to decide what kind of relationship
it wants with Bangladesh. This is a
mutual matter, and there is nothing
wrong in stating that,” the adviser told
reporters at the foreign ministry.

Touhid reaffirmed that Bangladesh
has a clear stance on its relations with
India, emphasising the importance of
a good working relationship based on
mutual respect and shared interests.

“We want a relationship built on
mutual understanding, and there is no
ambiguity in our position,” he said.

Touhid also criticised the statements
made by Bangladesh’s ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina during her stay
in India, claiming that her remarks were
detrimental to Dhaka-Delhi relations.

“.. A former prime minister’s
statements while enjoying Indian
hospitality only fuels tensions. It is
widely recognised that her remarks are
adding fuel to the fire,” he said.

On the issue of Indian visa, the
adviser maintained that it is India’s
prerogative to grant or deny visas.



