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DEPORTATION FROM US
100 migrants
moved to Panama
jungle facility

A group of nearly 100 migrants deported from the US
to Panama last week has been moved from a hotel in the
capital to the Darien jungle region in the south of the
country, Panama’s government said on Wednesday.

In a statement, Panama’s security ministry said of the
299 migrants deported from the US in recent days, 13 had
been repatriated to their countries of origin while another
175 remained in the hotel in Panama City awaiting onward
journeys after agreeing to return home.

The migrants have been staying at the hotel under
the protection of local authorities and with the
financial support of the United States through the UN-
related International Organization for Migration and
the UN refugee agency, according to the Panamanian
government.

Rights groups fear for migrants’
safety if they are returned to
violent or war-torn countries

The migrants include people from Afghanistan, China,
India, Iran, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Uzbekistan
and Vietnam, according to Panama’s president, Jose
Raul Mulino, who has agreed with the US to receive non-
Panamanian deportees.

The process has been criticized by human rights groups
that worry migrants could be mistreated and also fear for
their safety if they are ultimately returned to violent or
war-torn countries of origin, such as Afghanistan.

BJP’s Rekha
Gupta sworn

In as new
Delhi CM

AFP, New Delhi

A member of India’s
ruling Hindu-nationalist
party was sworn in
yesterday as  chief
minister of Delhi after
an election landslide
handed it control of the
capital for the first time
in decades.

Rekha Gupta, 50, of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s Bharatiya Janata

R
Party (BJP) is the fourth
woman (0 serve as
chief minister of the
sprawling megacity of
more than 30 million
people.

The BJP is in
government nationally
but has not controlled
the local legislature in
Delhi since 1998, so its
sweeping victory taking
more than two-thirds of
seats in the February 5
polls was both symbolic
and strategically
important.
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Supporters of South Korean leader Yoon Suk Yeol attend a rally near the Central
District Court in Seoul yesterday, as the ousted leader became the country’s first

sitting head of state to stand trial in a criminal case.

93 bodies found in
mass graves in Libya

AFP, United Nations

PHOTO: AFP

many bodies were found at each site.

Ten days ago Libyan authorities
reported the discovery of 28 bodies of
sub-Saharan migrants in the mass grave
in Kufra near a site where they were
allegedly detained and tortured.

These authorities said the grave
was found after a raid on that human
trafficking site, where authorities freed
76 sub-Saharan migrants.

The raid targeted “a gang whose
members deliberately deprived illegal
immigrants of their freedom, tortured
them and subjected them to cruel,
humiliating and inhumane treatment,”
the Libyan attorney general’s office said.

A total of 93 bodies have now been
recovered from two mass graves found in
Libya during raids on human trafficking
networks, the United Nations said
Wednesday.

One mass grave was found on February
7 on a farm in Jakharrah in northeastern
Libya, and a day later another mass grave
was discovered in Kufra in the southeast,
with a total of 93 bodies found, the UN
under secretary general for African
affairs, Rosemary DiCarlo, said during a
Security Council meeting.

She did not give a breakdown of how

Iran executed 975
in ‘horritying’
2024 escalation

Say human rights groups

AFP, Paris
Iran executed at least 975 people last year in
a “horrifying escalation” of its use of capital
punishment, two human rights groups said
yesterday.

Norway-based Iran Human Rights (IHR) and
French group Together Against the Death Penalty
(ECPM) said the figure was the highest since IHR
began recording executions in Iran in 2008.

The figure “reveals a horrifying escalation in the
use of the death penalty by the Islamic republic in
2024,” they said in a joint report, accusing Iran
of using the death penalty as a “central tool of
political oppression”.

“These executions are part of the Islamic

republic’swar againstitsown people
to maintain its grip on power,”
IHR  director ~Mahmood

Amiry-Moghaddam said.
“Five  people  were
executed on average
every single day in the
last three months of the
year as the threat of war
between Iran and Israel

escalated.”

Last year’s figure
represented a 17 percent
increase on the 834 executions

recorded in 2023, the report said.

Of the 975 people executed, four people were
hanged in public and 31 were women, also the
highest figure for the past 17 years.

Human rights groups, who say that Iran is the
world’s most prolific executioner after China,
accuse the authorities of using the death penalty
to sow fear among the public, particularly after
nationwide protests broke out in 2022.
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United States for its defence.

Speaking at a security forum yesterday, Taiwan’s
National Security Council chief Joseph Wu praised
the United States for providing defence equipment
to Taiwan, training its soldiers and boosting its
international presence.
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Six elephants
dead after
being struck
by train in
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A Sri Lankan passenger
train derailed yesterday
after smashing into a
family of elephants, with
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Natore PWD Division, Natore
Phone: 0771-66873, Fax: 0771-61026
E-mail: ee_nator@pwd.gov.bd

Memo No: 25.36.6900.320.18.24.120.572

e-Tender Amendment/Corrigendum Notice (OTM)

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of works mentioned
below:

Date: 20-02-2025 Eng.

Opening date and
time

04-Mar-2025 12:00

Tender ID No | Last selling date and time

1072841 03-Mar-2025 17:00

* This is an online tender, where only e-tender will be accepted in the
National e-GP Portal and no office/hard copies will be accepted.

e  Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-
GP  system Portal and from e-GP help  desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

- <
Amit Kumar Dev
Executive Engineer
Natore PWD Division
Natore.
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travelling near a wildlife
reserve at Habarana,
some 180 Kkilometres
east of the capital
Colombo, when it hit the
herd crossing the line
before dawn.

“The train derailed,
but there were no
casualties among the
passengers,” police said,
adding that wildlife
authorities were treating
two  elephants  who
survived the crash.

Videos shot after
the accident showed
one elephant standing
guard over an injured
youngster lying beside
the tracks, with the tips
of their trunks curled
together.

Killing or harming
elephants is a criminal
offence in Sri Lanka,
which has an estimated
7,000 wild elephants,
with the animals
considered a national

treasure. Two  baby
elephants and their
pregnant mother were
killed in a similar

accident in the same
area in September 2018.
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