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State of freelancers in Bangladesh: Challenges, ways forward

=3 B and Increase Remittances’ published by

" the National Skill Development Authority
(NSDA) in October 2024, it was found that
most freelancers in Bangladesh are young,
urban males with less than three years of
experience. While they excel in areas like
graphic design, they lag behind competi-
tors in programming, cybersecurity, and
other high-value skills.

This skills gap has contributed to Ban-
gladesh’s drop to 29th place in the CEO
Magazine ranking of top freelancing
countries, highlighting the urgent need
for advanced skills.

Instead of receiving training on just
data entry, graphic designing, and digital
marketing the freelancers need to develop
other skills like artificial intelligence (Al),
machine learning (ML), cybersecurity,
programming, and 3-D modeling to make
a dent in the marketplaces. Public and pri-
vate sector initiatives could include work-
shops, mentorship programmes, and ac-
cess to international networks. However,
these initiatives must address the skill gap
between training curriculum and market
demands.

Furthermore, reducing dependency
on international marketplaces is critical.
Building local platforms or co-operatives
could empower freelancers to retain a
greater share of their earnings. Govern-
ment incentives for such initiatives could
catalyse their development, creating a
more equitable ecosystem.

A SECTOR PREPARED FOR REVIVAL
Despite the challenges, freelancing re-
mains a beacon of hope for many Ban-
gladeshis. It offers a pathway to financial
independence and global engagement,
even for those in remote areas. The road to
recovery after the July 2024 blackout will
be long, but the resilience of Bangladesh’s
freelancers is undeniable.
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