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Focus on law and order
FROM PAGE 16

Speaking to The Daily Star anonymously, the DC from a 
southern district said, “The government has placed utmost 
importance on maintaining law and order. Most advisers, 
in addition to overseeing their respective ministries, 
have instructed us to take necessary measures to ensure 
improvement of law and order across the country.”

A DC from Dhaka division said the government has 
concerns regarding conspirators linked to the ousted 
Awami League regime, saying they might tarnish its image 
in the run-up to the election. “The government emphasised 
ensuring stability in our respective districts.”

Regarding prices of essentials, another DC said, “The 
government is determined to prevent illegal hoarding that 
could lead to price hikes. We have assured that the district 
administrations will give top priority to market monitoring 
throughout Ramadan.”

One DC said the government expects district 
administrations to remain politically neutral, adding, “The 
government has a very straightforward expectation, but 
running a district administration is not that simple.

“In districts that are strongholds of certain political parties, 
we have to accommodate them while working. If a party is 
not in power, DCs naturally have a kind of political backup. 
This is a critical time for managing deputy commissioners. 
No matter how much the government wants neutrality, it is 
difficult to grasp the ground realities …”

The government also instructed strict enforcement of the 
“Land Crimes Prevention and Remedy Act-2024” to control 
land-related offences.

Meanwhile, a DC from the North told The Daily Star that 
the government told them to boost the police morale by 
visiting them at the stations.

Additionally, it asked the DCs for a list of environmental 
polluters, while also urging them to encourage all kinds of 
sporting activities and promote fair polls in their respective areas.

The final day of the conference featured a session including 
the Cabinet Division and the public administration ministry, 
in which Cabinet Secretary Sheikh Abdur Rashid, said, “Any 
deviation [from the instructions given] won’t be tolerated. 
Work with courage and integrity -- there is nothing to fear. 
People are eagerly waiting for the election. Your conduct 
must not show any signs of bias.”

Trump restricts AP 
access over Gulf of 
Mexico issue
REUTERS

US President Donald Trump said on Tuesday that he will block 
the Associated Press from the Oval Office and Air Force One 
until the news agency stops referring to the Gulf of Mexico.

Trump signed an executive order in January directing the 
Interior Department to change the name of the body of water 
to the Gulf of America. The AP, citing editorial standards, 
said it would continue to use the gulf’s established name. 

The White House has kept the AP out of several press pool 
gatherings during the past week, calling the news agency’s 
decision divisive and misinformation. “We’re going to keep 
them out until such time as they agree that it’s the Gulf of 
America,” Trump told reporters at Mar-a-Lago in Florida on 
Tuesday evening in his first public comments on the issue.

Israeli strike 
kills one in 
south Lebanon
AFP, Beirut

Lebanese official media 
said Israel struck a vehicle 
in the south yesterday, 
killing one person -- the 
first death since Israeli 
troops withdrew from most 
of the border area a day 
earlier.

“An enemy drone 
struck a vehicle... in the 
town of Aita al-Shaab,” 
near the southern border, 
the official National News 
agency said, reporting one 
person was killed.

It had earlier said one 
person was wounded in the 
Wazzani region, elsewhere 
along the frontier, after 
Israeli forces opened fire 
“while residents were 
inspecting” restaurants 
and cafes in the area.

Residents stand at the site of an apartment building and a clinic hit by a Russian drone strike in Odesa, 
Ukraine, yesterday. The drone attack injured four people, including a child, and caused widespread power 
cuts, interrupting heating supplies to about 500 apartment buildings, 13 schools, a kindergarten, and several 
hospitals, officials said. PHOTO: REUTERS

An aerial view shows a mosque and residential buildings surrounded by flood waters after overnight heavy rain 
in Karak, Malaysia’s Pahang state, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

ISRAELI OPERATION IN WEST BANK

Tens of thousands 
flee refugee camps
Palestinians say Israeli bulldozers 
demolish houses, dig up roads
REUTERS, Jerusalem

Tens of thousands of Palestinians living in refugee 
camps in the occupied West Bank have left their homes 
as a weeks-long Israeli offensive has demolished houses 
and torn up vital infrastructure in the heavily built up 
townships, Palestinian authorities said.

Israeli forces began their operation in the refugee 
camp in the northern West Bank city of Jenin on January 
21, deploying hundreds of troops and bulldozers that 
demolished houses and dug up roads, driving almost all 
of the camp’s residents out.

“We don’t know what’s going on in the camp but there 
is continuous demolition and roads being dug up,” said 
Mohammed al-Sabbagh, head of the Jenin camp services 
committee. The operation, which Israel says is aimed at 
thwarting Iranian-backed armed groups in the West 
Bank, has since been extended to other camps, notably 
the Tulkarm refugee camp and the nearby Nur Shams 
camp, both of which have also been devastated.

The camps, built 
for descendants of 
Palestinian refugees 
who fled or were 
driven from their 
homes in the 1948 
war around the 
creation of the state 
of Israel, have long 
been major centres 
for armed groups.

They have been 
raided repeatedly by 
the Israeli military 
but the current operation, which began as a ceasefire was 
agreed in Gaza, has been on an unusually large scale.

According to figures from the Palestinian Authority, 
around 17,000 people have now left Jenin refugee camp, 
leaving the site almost completely deserted, while in Nur 
Shams 6,000 people, or about two thirds of the total, have 
left, with another 10,000 leaving from Tulkarm camp.

“The ones who are left are trapped,” said Nihad al-
Shawish, head of the Nur Shams camp services committee. 
“The Civil Defence, the Red Crescent and the Palestinian 
security forces brought them some food on Monday but 
the army is still bulldozing and destroying the camp.”

The Israeli raids have demolished dozens of houses 
and torn up large stretches of roadway as well as cutting 
off water and power, but the military has denied forcing 
residents to leave their homes.

“People obviously have the possibility to move or go 
where they want, if they will. But if they don’t, they’re 
allowed to stay,” Lieutenant Colonel Nadav Shoshani told 
reporters.

‘I can’t sell Ukraine’
Says Zelensky on US minerals deal

REUTERS, KYIV

President Volodymyr Zelensky 
yesterday rejected US demands for 
$500 billion in mineral wealth from 
Ukraine to repay Washington for 
wartime aid, saying the United States 
had supplied nowhere near that sum 
so far and offered no specific security 
guarantees in the agreement.

The Ukrainian leader, who 
is under major pressure 
from Trump’s White 
House, said Washington 
had supplied his country 
with $67 billion in 
weapons and $31.5 billion 
in direct budget support 
throughout the nearly three-
year war with Russia.

“You can’t call this 500 billion and 
ask us to return 500 billion in minerals 
or something else. This is not a serious 
conversation,” Zelensky said.

Trump has said he wants $500 

billion in rare earth minerals from Kyiv 
to secure Washington’s assistance and 
his team last week proposed a deal that 
Kyiv declined to sign in its current form.

Zelensky has said the proposed deal 
did not contain the security provisions 
Ukraine desperately needs to protect it 
from Russian aggression. He said the 

draft deal proposed the US taking 
ownership of 50 percent of 

Ukraine’s critical minerals.
“I defend Ukraine, I can’t 

sell our country. I said 
OK, give us some sort of 
positive. You write some 
sort of guarantees, and we 

will write a memorandum... 
some sort of percentages,” he 

said.
“I was told: only 50 (percent). I 

said: OK, no. Let the lawyers work some 
more, they did not do all the necessary 
work. I am just the decision maker, 
I don’t work on the details of this 
document. Let them work on it.”
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