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Its name, function do not match
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functioning there. 
The concept of rural 
development is no longer 
viable in the current 
context. That’s why we 
believe these ministries 
should be renamed. We 
have proposed new names, 
but we will disclose them 
later.”

He further stated that a 
mass organisation under 
the local government 
ministry will include 
NGOs. 

“Why should the NGO 
Affairs Bureau be under 
the Prime Minister’s 
Office? It should be 
overseen by those working 
at the grassroots level. This 
restructuring will integrate 
cooperatives and NGOs 
into the local government 
framework, allowing for 
better planning,” he said.

Prof Tofayel also said 
maintaining separate 
engineering ministries is 
unnecessary. “These two 
ministries will be merged 
into one,” he said.

Speaking as chief 
guest, DU Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Niaz Ahmed Khan 

highlighted the lack of 
studies on marginalised 
communities. 

“The progress we 
have made in improving 
their lives is largely due 
to reports and advocacy 
efforts by some NGOs. 
However, the problem with 
advocacy is that it has been 
intertwined with politics, 
affecting its neutrality,” he 
said.

Prof Niaz urged NGOs 
and academicians to 
conduct systematic 
research to address the 
actual problems faced 
by these communities 
and called for a unified 
framework to support 
them.

Prof Taiabur Rahman, 
dean of the Faculty of Social 
Sciences at DU, said there 
are approximately 50-60 
marginalised communities 
on the mainland. 

He emphasised that 
the government, private 
sector, and civil society 
organisations (CSOs) 
each have distinct 
responsibilities in working 
for the welfare of these 
communities.

Highlighting the 
absence of accurate data, 
Prof Taiabur stressed the 
importance of determining 
the exact number of 
marginalised communities 
and ensuring their 
fundamental rights.

“Following the July 
uprising, there is now 
an opportunity for 
change. There should be 
an elected government 
that addresses the issues 
faced by marginalised 
communities,” he added.

DU Pro-Vice Chancellor 
(Administration) Prof 
Sayema Haque Bidisha 
called for more research 
efforts to improve the 
conditions of marginalised 
groups.

Prof Kazi Maruful Islam 
from DU’s Department 
of Development Studies 
presented research findings 
related to the programme’s 
theme.

Other speakers at the 
event included Nuzhat 
Jabin, country director of 
Christian Aid Bangladesh, 
and Ilira Dewan, a member 
of the Local Government 
Reform Commission.

A journey thru Bangla
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Rokeya and Kamini Roy -- 
not because they are women, 
but because they are poets 
of literary significance.

“Another speaker 
pointed out that I did not 
include any Muslim poets 
in the medieval section. 
This was not a deliberate 
decision on my part. I 
didn’t consider whether a 
poet was Hindu or Muslim 
while selecting poems.”

Regarding the future 
of the anthology, he said, 
“As long as I am here, this 
collection will continue to 
be published.”

Poet-journalist Sajjad 
Sharif said, “This anthology 
is one of the most significant 
collections of a thousand 
years of Bangla poetry. 
Through this collection, we 
can understand how new 
linguistic expressions have 
emerged in Bangla poetry 
over the centuries. At the 
same time, it showcases 
a millennium of creative 
brilliance through poetry. 
This anthology allows us to 
see the entirety of Bangla 
poetry.”

Prof Kudrat-E-Huda, 
an essayist and researcher, 
said, “Sayeed Sir is one of the 
finest among those whose 
poetic taste can be trusted 
and relied upon. The book 
does not overwhelm with 
excessive erudition; rather, it 
can be read like any original 
work, allowing readers 
to discover Sayeed Sir’s 
consciousness through it.”

Poet and music 

researcher Aslam Ahsan  
also spoke. In between the 
discussion, reciters Tropa 
Majumdar and Rashed 
Hasan read selected poems 
from the anthology.

Published by Batighar, 
the anthology begins with 
a poem by Charyapada 
poet Shabarapadanam 
and concludes with a 
poem by Syed Shamsul 
Haq. Spanning from the 
earliest Bangla poets to 
the 1950s, the collection 
brings together some of the 
greatest poems in Bangla 
literature. 

First published in 
February 2019, the book is 
priced at Tk 800.

9 lives lost
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student of Bangladesh Gas 
Fields School and College, 
and Mokaddes Mia, 70, 
a former army member 
from Nabinagar area, were 
killed in road accidents 
in Basudeb union under 
Sadar upazila, said Sadar 
Model Police Station OC 
Md Mozaffar Hossain.

In Habiganj Sadar 
upazila, fish trader Abdul 
Majid, 55, died as a truck 
hit him on Habiganj-
Lakhai road, said OC 
Alamgir Kabir of Habiganj 
Sadar Model Police 
Station.

In Gopalganj’s Kashiani 
upazila, a bus of Falguni 
Paribahan collided with a 
covered van of a courier 
service at Pona Bus Stand, 
leaving the van driver 
Jahangir dead and 16 
others injured around 
8:00am, said police.

Traffic movement on 
the highway remained 
suspended for three hours 
after the accident.

In Chattogram, Kamrul 
Ibne Hasan, a resident 
of Fatikchhari and an 
employee of Dutch-Bangla 
Bank’s CEPZ branch, died 
and three others were 
injured as a bus hit a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw on 
Chattogram-Khagrachhari 
road in Hathazari upazila 
and fled the scene, said 
police.

In Narayanganj, two 
people were killed and 
four injured after a truck 
hit a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw on the 300-feet 
road in Purbachal in the 
afternoon.

The deceased are 
Arobi Akter, 32 and 
Khairul Bashar, 35, both 
passengers of the auto-
rickshaw.

Police seized the truck 
and detained its driver, 
Fakhrul Islam, and his 
assistant, Nahidul Islam.

In Pirojpur, Shahidul 
Islam Howlader, 75, a 
retired army member from 
Sadar upazila, died after 
being hit by a battery-run 
auto-rickshaw. 

[Our correspondents 
from Rangpur, 
Brahmanbaria, Pirojpur, 
Gopalganj, Chattogram, 
Moulvibazar and 
Narayanganj contributed 
to this report.]
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FARUK DENIES FB POST

Former civil aviation 
minister Muhammad Faruk 
Khan was also brought to 
the CMM Court yesterday 
for a remand hearing in 
a violence case filed with 
Motijheel Police Station.

On February 3, a 
Facebook post from the 
verified profile of the Awami 
League presidium member 
went viral, in which he 
denounced party chief 
Sheikh Hasina and called for 
a change in leadership. The 
post sparked nationwide 
discussions.

As Faruk was being 
taken to the detention cell, 
a journalist asked, “Did you 
post a status on Facebook 
from prison?” Faruk 
responded, “How can I post 
a status from prison? This 
is false information.”

Another journalist 
repeated the question, to 
which he reiterated, “Is it 
possible to post a status 
from prison? How can I do 
that from here?”

When the journalist 
pointed out that the post 
had come from his verified 
account, Faruk remained 
silent.

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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AZAN

JAMAAT
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5-20

5-55
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12-45

1-15

Asr

4-30

4-45

Maghrib

6-03

6-07

Esha

7-30

8-00

Suffering
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Initial assessments 
indicated only a crack, 
but further inspections 
revealed several additional 
breaks in the pipeline. “We 
now plan to replace the 
entire pipeline to prevent 
future water supply issues,” 
he noted.This is not the first 
instance of damage to the 
pipeline; it was previously 
affected in January by 
a vehicle collision and 
cracked again in a road 
accident in July 2023. 

As residents continue 
to cope with limited water 
supplies, Chattogram Wasa 
has assured the public that 
repair work will commence 
soon, though a specific 
timeline for restoration has 
not yet been provided.

BRAC Bank 
scholarships 
to support 
300 female 
students
CITY DESK

BRAC Bank has 
recently expanded 
its “Aporajeyo 
TARA Scholarships” 
programme to support 
300 female students 
at Rajshahi University, 
said a press release.

The partnership 
was formalised at a 
signing ceremony on 
February 16 at the RU 
campus, where Vice 
Chancellor Prof Saleh 
Hasan Naquib and 
BRAC Bank DMD and 
Chief Operating Officer 
Sabbir Hossain signed 
the agreement.

Aporajeyo TARA 
is BRAC Bank’s 
flagship CSR initiative 
promoting women’s 
education.   

A worker sorts through a pile of tomatoes at a wholesale market to separate the good ones and throw away 
any rotten pieces. Various companies purchase tomatoes in bulk from farmers to make ketchup and other 
sauces. On average, a worker sorts through 18-20 crates of tomato a day and earns Tk 10 per crate. The photo 
was taken at a wholesale market in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

2nd Edition


