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Former mayor
Atiqul, 5 others
shown arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Former Dhaka North City Corporation mayor Atiqul Islam
and five other Awami League leaders were shown arrested by
the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) yesterday in a case
related to crimes against humanity during the July uprising.

Already in custody for other cases, they were produced
before the tribunal yesterday.

A three-member bench, led by Justice Md Golam Mortuza
Mozumder, ordered them to be sent to jail and directed the
investigation agency to submit a report by March 9.

After the prosecution filed a petition for their formal
arrest, the tribunal asked for specific allegations against
Atiqul Islam and Bashir Uddin.

When asked about specific allegations against Atiqul,
the prosecutor said he was named in six cases and had
been the mayor during the atrocities in Uttara.

Justice Md Shofiul Alam Mahmood questioned, “Is it a
crime to be a mayor?”

Prosecutor BM Sultan Mahmud responded, saying,
“It was his responsibility to protect the students and
people during the massacre. However, he instructed law
enforcement agencies to suppress the protests with force,
failing in his duty to protect the public.”

15 hurt in four
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Workers load stones, transported by trucks from North Bengal, onto cargo ships
by the banks of the Kajibacha River in Khulna’s Batiaghata upazila. These stones
will be delivered to various locations along the river for construction work. After
working from morning until evening, they earn approximately Tk 700 per day.

‘MONEY LAUNDERING’
ACC summons 12
Islami Bank oflicials

Remove unfit
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transport crisis caused by
the overnight repainting of
old, unfit buses into pink-
coloured vehicles instead
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Kamarkhola area on
the Dhaka-bound lane

when a lorry rear-ended a
stationary pickup van in
dense fog. At that moment,
two buses approaching
from behind in the same
lane collided sequentially.
As a result, the front
sections of both passenger
buses and the covered van
were  severely damaged.

Rescuers had to cut
through the wreckage to
pull out the injured before
transporting  them (o
hospital.

One vehicle fled the
scene following the
accident, the OC said.

He said the incident was
likely caused by dense fog.
The traffic on the expressway
returned o normal
afterwards, he added.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT of replacing them with new
..................... . ones.
The Ant Corruption Commission yesterday On December 19 last

summoned 12 former and current officials of Islami
Bank, including ex-chairman Ahsanul Alam, over
the allegations of $1 billion laundered abroad by S
Alam Group Chairman Mohammad Saiful Alam
and his family.

A letter, signed by ACC Deputy Director Abu
Sayeed, was sent to Islami Bank’s managing director,
instructing the officials to appear before the
commission on February 26 and 27, ACC sources
confirmed. According to the letter, the ACC is
investigating allegations that S1 billionwas laundered

year, Road  Transport
and Bridges  Adviser
Muhammad Fauzul Kabir
Khan  instructed the

removal of buses older than
20 years [rom Dhaka by
May.

He also announced
that from February 25,
all  existing routes in
Dhaka would be abolished

Inu, Menon put on
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The lawyer replied, “It's a
new case, sir. They keep
filing one after another.”

At 10:28am, the judge
entered the courtroom.
As the hearing began,
the Awami League leader
instructed  his  lawyer,
“There’s no need to say too
much; just mention my
illness.”
RUPA’S STATEMENT IN
COURT
Journalist Farzana Rupa told
a Dhaka court yesterday that
she was being prosecuted for
murder for speaking out.

Her statement came
during a remand hearing
before Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate GM  Farhan
Ishtiaq, where the state
lawyer argued in favour of
granting a five-day remand
for her and her husband
Shakil Ahmed in a murder
case.

At 10:13am, former
Ekattor Television head of
news Shakil Ahmed and its

principal  correspondent
Rupa were brought to
the Chief Metropolitan

Magistrate’s Court in Dhaka
under heavy security.
During the hearing, Rupa
addressed the court, saying,
“If, as the prosecution
claims, I incited people, then
charge me for incitement.

But instead, I have been
charged with murder after
murder. Why am [ being
harassed with these cases?”

She continued, “I have
been in prison for six
months. Farlier, I was on
remand for nine days, as was
Shakil. A murder suspect is
usually present at the crime
scene, but I was not there.
I am being charged with
murder just for speaking
out. I demand justice.”

“They  incited  the
movement. They helped
turn dictator Hasina into a
more brutal dictator. They
need to be interrogated in
remand,” Public Prosecutor
Faruqi said.

“Those who fired
shots during the student
movement are criminals,
and those who conspired are
equally guilty. For the past
15 years, Shakil and Rupa
did everything to establish
Hasina’s fascism,” he added.

PRAYER
TIMING

FEBRUARY 18

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-20 12-45 4-30
JAMAAT 5-55 1-15 4-45

6-03
6-07

730
8-00

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Students call
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justice movements?
Declaring February 18 as
National Teachers’ Day
is long overdue,” said
Salahuddin Ammar.

Prof Abdullah Al
Mamun of RUs Mass
Communication and
Journalism  Department

supported the demand. “In
1969, Zoha Sir sacrificed
his life to protect his
students. His martyrdom
significantly accelerated the
mass movement,” he said.

Prof Md Mozammel
Hossain Bokul, chairperson
of the same department,
said, “The day should be
‘National Student-Teacher
Day’. Many people don’t
know that a student, Nur
Hossain Khoka, was also
martyred that day while
trying to remove a barricade
to take Zoha Sir to hospital.”

RU Pro-VC (Academic)
Farid Uddin Khan said, “We
observe Iebruary 18 every
year to honour him. This
year, (oo, there will be a
day-long discussion and
memorial event.”

“While we have not
officially ~ submitted a
request to declare the
day as National Teachers’
Day, we all believe Prof
Shamsuzzoha deserves
this state recognition,” he
added.

Land Wanted

to Singapore, the British Virgin Islands, and Cyprus
by Mohammad Saiful Alam and his family.

The commission has summoned Islami Bank’s
former chairman Ahsanul Alam, senior vice
president Nazmul Huda Siraji, former vice-president

and replaced with nine
rationalised routes, each
served by modern buses
with distinct colours.

For immediate possession 1-2 Acres of Secured Land

for Lease or Purchase preferably with an existing warehouse
We seek to purchase or lease 1 to 2 acres of well-defined, fully secured land.
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thereby contributing
collectively to national
security,” he added.
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