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Ex-AL MP 
Fazle Karim 
shown 
arrested
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former Awami League 
lawmaker ABM Fazle Karim 
Chowdhury was shown 
arrested by the International 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) 
yesterday in connection with 
the crimes against humanity 
committed during the July 
uprising.

Karim was produced 
before the tribunal over 
allegations of instigating 
the killing and injuring of 
protesters in Chattogram 
between July 1 and August 
5, last year.

A three-member tribunal 
bench, led by Justice Md 
Golam Mortuza Mozumder, 
also ordered to send 
him to jail and directed 
investigators to submit a 
probe report before the 
tribunal by April 8.

HC upholds 
BB decision 
to appoint 
Nagad admin
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
upheld the Bangladesh 
Bank’s decision to appoint 
an administrator for the 
mobile financial service 
provider Nagad Ltd.

The court also rejected 
a petition filed by Nagad’s 
Director Md Shafayat Alam 
challenging legality of the 
central bank’s decision.

The HC bench of Justice 
Farah Mahbub and Justice 
Debasish Roy Chowdhury 
delivered the verdict.

The bench also said the 
petition is not acceptable.

On August 21 last 
year, the BB appointed 
its Director Muhammad 
Badiuzzaman Dider as the 
administrator at Nagad for 
one year. In addition, six 
other central bank officials 
were sent to Nagad to assist 
the administrator.

EFFECTIVE CLIMATE POLICYMAKING

Gender data gaps 
a major barrier

Speakers tell conference
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Despite Bangladesh’s increasing 
vulnerability to climate 
change, the absence of gender-
disaggregated data remains a 
significant barrier to effective 
policymaking, experts said at a 
conference yesterday.

During disasters, women face 
increased household burdens and 
insecurity while their income also 
declines. 

However, there is no specific 
data on the violence they 
experience due to climate change. 
Gender considerations are often 
overlooked in development 
efforts, depriving women of their 
fundamental rights.

The remarks came at an 
event, titled “Women Leading 

the Way: Influencing Policy and 
Collaborative Climate Action”, 
organised by Manusher Jonno 
Foundation and funded by the 
Embassy of Sweden, at a city hotel.

“We always make broad 
statements that women are more 
affected by climate change, but 
we do not discuss the underlying 
reasons behind it. We do not 
collect disaggregated data based 
on region and specific needs, 
which prevents us from taking 
appropriate measures,” said 
Dilruba Haider, programme 
specialist at UN Women.

“Moreover, when allocating 
resources to tackle the impacts of 
climate change, women’s needs 
are not taken into account,” she 
added.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Prioritise women’s needs in 
resource allocation

Increase awareness of men’s roles 
in supporting women

Implement gender-sensitive 
policies for disaster-affected areas

Ensure dedicated budget 
allocations for women 

empowerment

Include women’s perspectives in 
climate policymaking

Foster collaboration among all 
stakeholders on gender issues
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TEACHER CANDIDATES

Water cannons, 
batons used to 
disperse protesters

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police charged batons and used water cannons, 
tear gas shells, and sound grenades in front of 
Shikkha Bhaban yesterday afternoon to disperse 
protesters who demand the reinstatement of 6,531 
assistant teacher appointments in government 
primary schools. 

The law enforcers took action around 4:00pm. 
Many have been injured but they stayed on the 
road despite the police action.

The protesters began a rally at 9:00am in front 
of the National Museum at Shahbagh, where 
demonstrators from various parts of the country 
had gathered.

At approximately 3:30pm, the teachers 
marched towards the Secretariat, but police 
intercepted them in front of Shikkha Bhaban.

According to Sanjeedul Alam, a teacher from 
Tangail, law enforcers baton-charged the male 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh experienced 
“terrible journalism” 
during the July uprising, 
where several media 
outlets labelled student 
protesters as “terrorists 
and militants”, indirectly 
legitimising their killings, said Chief Adviser’s 
Press Secretary Shafiqul Alam yesterday.

Speaking at a discussion titled “Fascist 
Narratives in Media: Revisiting July 1-36”, 
organised by the platform “We Want Fascism-Free 
Media”, he commended journalists who upheld 
ethical standards despite immense pressure from 
the government.

“During the July movement, many media 
outlets, undeterred by threats, maintained 

JULY UPRISING

Many media acted 
as mouthpieces for 
authorities
Says Shafiqul Alam, 
praises journos who 
upheld ethical standards
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Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus with a group of DCs after inaugurating the three-day Deputy Commissioners’ Conference 
at his office in Tejgaon yesterday. PHOTO: PID

Tackle graft 
in edn sector
Wahiduddin Mahmud tells 
DCs; instructs them to 
resume stalled projects
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Education Adviser Prof Wahiduddin 
Mahmud has instructed deputy 
commissioners (DCs) to closely monitor 
irregularities and corruption in the 
education sector.

He also asked them to focus on 
forming management boards for private 
educational institutions. 

“Retired government employees, 
teachers, dignitaries and respected 
local figures should be included in 
those committees so that teachers do 
not face problems in recruitment or 
work. The DCs have also been asked to 
resist political pressure in this regard,” 
he said while talking to reporters after 
a discussion on the first day of the DC 
Conference 2025 in Dhaka. 

Mahmud said that private school 
and college management boards face 
significant challenges, including political 
influence. While administrators were 
initially appointed to oversee these 
boards, the workload of DCs and UNOs 
made the process unsustainable.

A new circular from the education 
ministry now mandates that school 
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