2nd Edition

DHAKA SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2025

FALGUN 3, 1431 BS ‘\| E Vs/ S

@he Daily Star
IUs time we set | 7 hurt as local teens Six months on
bowlah also nignighiea | ALtACK shOp, temple than 5000 rounds of
g(l)ie((jllgiogﬁgg challenges OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur ?nnllsrgzgluon are sdll
“If  Bangladesh moves Over the past five

closer to India and the
West, China may retaliate
with economic pressure
or reduced investments.
Conversely, aligning with
Beijing could  provoke
adverse  reactions  from
India and its Western
allies,” he explained.

Regarding relations
with the United States,
Dowlah said Bangladesh
must carefully navigate its
diplomatic stance.

“TheUSprioritiseshuman
rights, democracy, and free
clections. Bangladesh must
align with Western interests
while ensuring that trade
relations, market access, and
preferential trade benefits
remain intact,” he said.

BNP central organising
secretary Shama Obaid
alleged that Hasina’s India-
centric policy had harmed
Bangladesh’s national
interests.

Former ambassador
Humayun Kabir, in his
keynote speech, said
Bangladesh’s foreign policy
in the post-Hasina erashould
reflect the aspirations of the
new generation, particularly
those who sacrificed their
lives in the July uprising.

At least seven people were injured, and
five idols in a temple were vandalised in an
attack by a group of local teens in Nazirpur
upazila of Pirojpur on Friday night.

According to the victims, teenagers
often gathered near the house and shop
of Reboti Gayan in Samantogathi village
to use his WiFi connection.

On Thursday night, an argument broke
out between two youths at Reboti’s shop.
One of them was a neighbour of Reboti.

The following evening, around 30
people aged 15 to 20 attacked Reboti’s
shop, house, and neighbouring homes.
A nearby temple was also vandalised,

witnesses said.

Reboti filed a case against 14 named
and four to five unnamed individuals, said
Mahmud Al Farid, officer-in-charge of

Nazirpur Police Station.

During a site visit, police found that

several idols were damaged inside the
temple, said the OC. “We have detained
three suspects, and the rest are on the

run. Efforts are ongoing to apprehend

them,” he added.

Meanwhile, locals said repairs to the
temple and idols were underway under the
supervision of the UP chairman.

Reboti could not be contacted for

comments.
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Pedestrians are forced to walk on the road as vendors have completely occupied the footpath along Clay Road at the
Dakbangla intersection in Khulna. In many parts of the city, footpaths are being used for fruit stalls and grocery shops,
creating constant inconvenience for people. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Dredging work adds
to waterlogging woes

months, the district has
witnessed a sharp increase
in gun-related violence.
Manyresidents, particularly
business owners, have
voiced concerns over the
deteriorating security
environment and have
urged the government to
take immediate action.

The jailbreak has
exacerbated the  law-
and-order situation in

Narsingdi, with reports of
violent crimes involving the
stolen weapons surfacing
in recent weeks.

“If law and order are
restored, business  will
recover aswell. We are living
in fear,” said Fazlul Haque
Bachu, a businessman
from Baburhat Bazar under
Narsingdi Sadar.

Several recent
homicides in the district
are suspected to be linked
to the escaped inmates,
further intensifying the
atmosphere of insecurity.

Contacted, Jail
Superintendent Md
Shamim Igbal said, “Those
who have not surrendered
yet are showing disregard
for thelaw. Theirimmediate
capture is a priority.”

He stressed the waste C()llected He said critical
importance of integrating . . ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg so that it does not accumulate and overflowed the canal to submerge the documents were destroyed
Bangladesh into Asia’s 1n Clean_up drlve _ i inundate adjacent areas, said Delwar adjacent areas.” in the arson attack,
rapidly growing economy, After a nine-month hiatus, the Majumder, former president of Institute A similar situation prevailed in some complicating the ongoing
projected to reach $100 STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar dredging work of Jamal Khan Canal in  of Engineers, Bangladesh, Chattogram. other areas, including Sholoshahar, investigation.
trillion in the near future. Chattogram city resumed in the end of Farhana Akter, a resident, said, “Since  Bakalia and Bahaddarhat. Md Abdul Hannan,

A wo-day cleaning drive has been
conducted on Saint Martin’s Island by
the Department of Environment and
Bangladesh Sustainable Alliance (BSA),
collecting 930kg of plastic waste.

A nine-month ban on tourist
movement is currently in effect on the
country’s only coral island.

During this period, a month-long

January.

The canal’s excavation is crucial part
of a mega project being implemented by
the Chattogram Development Authority
to mitigate the city’s waterlogging woes.

However, resumption of the
excavation work has brought immense
sufferings to over a hundred families
residing on Hem Sen Lane in the Jamal

The CDA launched the Tk 5,617
crore project in July 2017 to tackle
the persistent waterlogging. Initially
slated for completion by June 2020, the
project faced significant delays.

The project is now expected to be
completed by June 2026, while the
revised budget ballooned to Tk 8,626.62
crore.

February 5, we are being compelled to
go through the filthy water every day.”

superintendent of police in
Narsingdi, said, “We have
already recaptured several
fugitives and recovered
some weapons. However,
a large cache of firearms
and ammunition remains
unaccounted  for.  Our
operations are ongoing,

Jahangirnagar University
Vice-Chancellor Prof
Kamrul Ahsan said, “India
has always pursued a foreign
policy based on its national
interests. Bangladesh must
do the same, ensuring
its policies prioritise the
country’s strategic goals.”

Academic Aminul cleaning programme is underway to Khan area. Contacted, It Col Ferdous Ahmed, and we are confident that
Karim called for a well- improve the island’s environment and The locality has become waterlogged the project director, said, “The work the situation will soon be
defined  foreign  policy ecosystem. Led by the environment after an earthen dam was built within procedure involved water diversion to brought under control.”
approach concerning ministry, the initiative is called the “Clean- the canal, restricting its water [low, be carried out by the local contractors. “We are doing

everything possible to
bring all escapees to justice
and recover the remaining

the Bay of Bengal, the
Indo-Pacific region, and
the South China Sea to

Up Program,” said Cox’s Bazar DoE
Deputy Director Zamir Uddin yesterday.
The two-day drive was conducted as

and thereby causing inundation in the
adjacent areas.
The water could be drained out

Ali Akbar, another resident, said,
“After the earth was piled up within
the canal adjacent to our residences,

However, something has gone wrong.
The contractors have yet to identify
the shortfall. We are investigating the

safeguard Bangladesh’s
strategic interests.

part of the first phase of the project.

through large pipes under the dam

water started accumulating and soon

matter.”

weapons,” he added.
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