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Taiwan detects 
62 Chinese 
aircraft
US ships transit waters

AFP, Taipei

Taiwan said yesterday it detected 62 
Chinese military aircraft near the self-
ruled island this week, as two US ships 
sailed through the sensitive Taiwan Strait.

The US and its allies regularly transit the 
180-kilometre Taiwan Strait to reinforce 
its status as an international waterway, 
angering Beijing. Beijing has never ruled 
Taiwan, but it claims the democratic island 
as part of its territory and has threatened 
to bring it under its control by force.

Taipei said the US ships travelled from 
north to south “starting from February 10”.

China’s People’s Liberation Army said 
yesterday it had monitored the passage of 
the US destroyer and the ocean survey ship.

“This US action sent the wrong signal 
and increased security risks,” Li Xi, a senior 
colonel and spokesman for China’s Eastern 
Theatre Command, said in a statement.

Taiwan’s defence ministry spokesman 
Sun Li-fang dismissed the criticism and 
said Taipei supported the freedom of 
navigation in the Taiwan Strait.

Modi heads to 
US in mission to 
dodge tariff battle
AGENCIES

The Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is heading to Washington for high-stakes 
talks in an attempt to avoid a trade war 
with Donald Trump.

India is considering tariff cuts in at least 
a dozen sectors in the hope of dodging US 
tariffs that would pile more pressure on 
its already slowing economy, reports The 
Guardian online.

Modi and Trump are set to meet in 
Washington today. 

The exact timing of the meeting has yet 
to be confirmed. 

According to The Indian Express online, 
Modi was due to land in Washington 
yesterday evening.

More than $53bn needed 
to rebuild Gaza: UN

AFP, United Nations

More than $53 billion will be required to 
rebuild Gaza and end the “humanitarian 
catastrophe” that has gripped the war-
ravaged territory, including $20 billion 
in the first three years alone, the United 
Nations said Tuesday.

The global body said in a report that a 
“political and security framework” must 
also be put in place so that recovery and 
rebuilding can begin, and a groundwork 
can be laid for a political process to 
quickly end the Israeli occupation “and 
establish a viable two-State solution.”

Much of Gaza -- including schools, 
hospitals and other civic infrastructure 
-- has been reduced to rubble by a 

withering Israeli military offensive.
“The interim assessment offers 

an early indication of the enormous 
scale of recovery and reconstruction 
needs in the Gaza Strip,” UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said in the 
document, cautioning that it was not a 
full assessment.

“The report estimates the recovery 
and reconstruction needs in the short, 
medium and long term across the Gaza 
Strip at $53.142 billion. 

Of these, the near-term needs in the 
first three years are estimated to be 
around $20.568 billion,” he added.

In a resolution adopted in December 
calling for an immediate and 
unconditional ceasefire in Gaza, the UN 

General Assembly had asked Guterres to 
provide an assessment of the territory’s 
needs within two months.

The report assessed that with “over 
60 percent of homes” destroyed in 
the year-plus war between Israel and 
Palestinian group Hamas, the housing 
sector requires around $15.2 billion.

The commerce and industry sector will 
need an estimated $6.9 billion, as will the 
health sector, according to the report.
Reviving the agricultural industry will 
take around $4.2 billion, transport will 
require $2.9 billion, water and sanitation 
an estimated $2.7 billion and education 
$2.6 billion. The UN has estimated that 
the war has generated over 50 million 
tonnes of debris.

NAMING OF GULF OF MEXICO

White House 
bars AP reporter
AFP, Washington

The Associated Press (AP) said Tuesday that its 
White House reporter was barred from an event 
with President Donald Trump over the top US news 
agency’s refusal to follow his order renaming the 
Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America.

“We were informed by the White House that if AP 
did not align its editorial standards with President 
Donald Trump’s executive order renaming the 
Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America, AP would be 
barred from accessing an event in the Oval Office,” 
AP Executive Editor Julie Pace said.

“This afternoon AP’s reporter was blocked from 
attending an executive order signing,” Pace said.

Return to Ukraine’s 
pre-2014 borders 
not realistic
Says US defence chief
REUTERS, Brussels

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth said yesterday 
that a return to Ukraine’s pre-2014 borders was 
unrealistic and the Trump administration does 
not see Nato membership for Kyiv as part of a 
solution to the war triggered by Russia’s invasion.

Speaking at a meeting of Ukraine’s military 
allies at Nato headquarters in Brussels, Hegseth 
delivered the clearest and bluntest public 
statement so far on the new US administration’s 
approach to the nearly three-year-old war.

He also told Nato allies that they would have 
to assume greater responsibility for Europe’s 
security.

“We want, like you, a sovereign and prosperous 
Ukraine. But we must start by recognising that 
returning to Ukraine’s pre-2014 borders is an 
unrealistic objective,” Hegseth told the meeting 
of more than 40 countries allied to Ukraine. 
“Chasing this illusionary goal will only prolong the 
war and cause more suffering,” he added.

Russia annexed the Black Sea peninsula of 
Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014 and then 
backed pro-Russian separatists in an armed 
insurgency against Kyiv’s forces in the eastern 
Donbas region of Ukraine.

Migrants argue with Panamanian National Border Service members as they attempt to cross the border between Panama and 
Costa Rica at Paso Canoas on Tuesday while trying to return to Venezuela. Dozens of Venezuelan migrants crossed the border 
from Costa Rica into Panama in a small caravan, having given up their journey to the United States. PHOTO: AFP

Volunteers assist residents through swift floodwaters in Makassar, Indonesia 
yesterday. Hundreds of houses in four sub-districts have been flooded since Monday 
due to heavy rain and high-intensity sea waves. PHOTO: AFP

Record number of 
journos killed in 
2024: CPJ
Israel mostly responsible

REUTERS, WASHINGTON

A record number of journalists was killed around 
the world last year, the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) said yesterday, adding that Israel 
was responsible for nearly 70 percent of the deaths.

At least 124 journalists in 18 countries died in 
2024, the deadliest year for reporters and media 
workers since the committee started recording 
the numbers more than three decades ago, the 
CPJ said in a statement. 

CPJ said the Israel-Gaza war has accounted for 
the deaths of 85 journalists at the hands of the 
Israeli military, and accused Israel of attempting 
to stifle investigations of incidents, shift blame 
onto journalists and ignore its duty to hold people 
to account for the killings.


