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Despite a High Court order, different groups continue to extract stones from Shah Arefin Tila in Sylhet’s 
Companiganj upazila, which poses a serious threat to the environment. The photo was taken recently.  

INDIA’S ADANI PLANT

Bangladesh asks for 
full power supply

REUTERS, New Delhi

Bangladesh has asked Adani Power to fully resume supplies from its 
1,600-megawatt plant in India, a Bangladesh official said, after more 
than three months of reduced sales with supplies halved due to low 
winter demand and payment disputes.

Adani, which signed a 25-year contract under former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina in 2017, has been supplying power from its $2 
billion plant in India’s Jharkhand state. The plant, with two units each 
of 800 megawatts capacity, sells exclusively to Bangladesh.

The Indian company halved supply to Bangladesh on October 
31 due to payment delays as the country battled a foreign exchange 
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Teacher steps down  
in protest

AHMAD ISTIAK

The wave of the Language Movement 
reached Cox’s Bazar after Farid Ahmed, 
a teacher from the southeastern district, 

raised his voice. The lecturer of Dhaka 
Intermediate College was scolded by 

Pakistan’s Chief Secretary Aziz Ahmed 
for joining demonstrations in December 

1947 against the omission of Bangla from 

This year marks the 73rd anniversary 
of the 1952 Language Movement. 
Drawing on research based on 

various published books, this 21-part 
series tells the story of the historic 
struggle for our mother tongue.

AMAR EKUSHEY-12
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BIMSTEC SUMMIT

Yunus, Modi 
likely to hold 
talks in April
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus and 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi may 
hold a bilateral meeting in Thailand on the 
sidelines of the BIMSTEC Summit slated 
for April 2-4.

“There is a possibility if both the sides 
find it convenient,” a diplomatic source in 
Dhaka told The Daily Star yesterday.

Generally, the heads of the governments 

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

A Palestinian man carries a water container as he walks towards his shelter, set up 
amidst the rubble of his house, on a rainy day, amid a ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas, in Jabalia refugee camp in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday. 
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ALLEGATIONS AGAINST COPS

Probe team should 
include accuser’s 
representative

Suggests Police Reform Commission 
for ensuring transparency, fairness

SHARIFUL ISLAM

Amid concerns over the impartiality of investigations into various 
allegations against law enforcers, the Police Reform Commission has 
recommended the inclusion of a representative of the complainant 
in the probe team.

The proposed measure aims to enhance transparency and 
fairness and ensure greater confidence among both the public and 
police personnel. 

“The management of complaints against the police should 
be transparent, and easily accessible to all. It should provide 
effective remedies for victims,” the reform commission said in its 
comprehensive report submitted to the chief adviser on Saturday.

As allegations of corruption, misconduct, and abuse of power 
continue to plague the 
force, the commission 
proposes removing 
long-term or habitual 
offenders from the 
police in line with the 
law. 

It suggests 
training officials who 
conduct primary 
and departmental 
investigations into 
these allegations. It 
also recommends 
establishing a committee to dispose of harassment allegations 
against police personnel in line with the High Court’s directives.

The commission suggests establishing complaint cells similar to 
the IGP’s Complaint Monitoring Cell in all police units, including 
ranges, metropolitan areas, and SP offices. It says reports on the 
cells’ activities, disciplinary processes, and outcomes should be 
published online on a regular basis. 

Of the 3,970 complaints filed against police personnel from 
January 2023 to September 2024, action was taken in only 853 cases 
or 21.5 percent of the total, according to the reform commission 
report.  

Primary inquiries failed to substantiate 2,482 allegations, while 

Somehow the 
offenders [in 

police] are getting 
spared and so, 

they are becoming 
repeat offenders.

Omar Faruk  
Professor of criminology and police 

science at Mawlana Bhashani Science and 
Technology University
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Disturbing 
accounts of 
‘police abuse’
ICT sends DB officer 
to jail over custodial 
harassment during 
July uprising

SHARIFUL ISLAM and  
 SIRAJUL ISLAM RUBEL

The night of July 27, 2024, still 
haunts her. A first-year law student 
of a private university, she still 
cannot forget how detectives 
surrounded her in a small room and 
groped her. On a table in front of her 
lay a blank paper for her to confess, 
according to her accounts to the 
International Crimes Tribunal and 
The Daily Star.

Officers of the Detective Branch 
of police insisted that she tell them 
the whereabouts of the July uprising 
leaders. She refused. One officer 
then came close, leaned in, stroked 
her hair and groped her, saying she 
would be implicated in a case over 
the attack on BTV Bhaban, she said.  

“I will see you in custody at night,” 
she remembers him saying.

There was a pistol on the table. 
One officer picked it up dramatically 
and cocked. The metallic click 
echoed through the small room. 
He came closer and held the gun 
against her forehead. The officer’s 
face inches away from the girl, 
he sneered, “Admit everything. 
Confess!”

The evening, that quickly turned 
into a nightmare for the university 
student, had begun with an 
unexpected phone call. She agreed 
to recount the details to The Daily 
Star on condition of anonymity.

The phone call had come from 
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BOOKSTALL ATTACK

It’s assault 
on freedom 
of expression
Say 124 eminent 
citizens; Sabyasachi’s 
store still closed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As many as 124 eminent 
citizens and the Network 
for Democratic Bangladesh 
condemned the mob attack 
on a bookstall at the Amar 
Ekushey Boi Mela and 
termed it an “assault on 
the country’s freedom of 
expression”.

The Bangla Academy 
launched an investigation 
to determine whether 
the stall of publisher 
Sabyasachi would be 
reopened, as it remained 
closed yesterday following 
Monday’s attack for selling 
a book by controversial 
feminist writer Taslima 
Nasrin.

The eminent citizens, 
in their statement, said 
an extremist group had 
launched the attack on 
Sabyasachi’s stall following 
prior threats on social 
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