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Hamas rejects 
Trump’s ultimatum

Says ceasefire only way to bring  
Israeli hostages home

REUTERS, Geneva

A Hamas official said yesterday Israeli 
hostages can be brought home from 
Gaza only if a fragile ceasefire is 
respected, dismissing the “language 
of threats” after US President Donald 
Trump said he would “let hell break 
out” if they were not freed.

Hamas has started releasing 
some hostages gradually under the 
ceasefire in place since January 19 
but has postponed freeing any more 
until further notice, accusing Israel 
of violating the terms by continuing 
attacks on the Gaza Strip.

United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said on X yesterday 
that a resumption of activities should 
be avoided at all costs because that 
would lead to “immense tragedy”.

Trump, a close ally of Israel, said on 
Monday that Hamas should release 
all the hostages held by the group by 
midday on Saturday or he would propose 
cancelling the Israel-Hamas ceasefire.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Israel remained determined to get all 
the hostages back. “We will continue to 
take determined and ruthless action until 
we return all of our hostages - the living 
and the deceased,” he said in a statement.

Trump has enraged Palestinians 
and Arab leaders and upended 
decades of US policy which endorsed 
a possible two-state solution in the 
region by trying to impose his vision 
of Gaza, which has been devastated 
by an Israeli military offensive and is 
short of food, water and shelter, and 
in need of foreign aid.

600 arrested 
for working 
illegally in UK
AFP, London

UK immigration 
enforcement teams made 
over 600 arrests in January, 
a 73 percent increase from 
the period a year ago, as 
part of the new Labour 
government’s plan to tackle 
undocumented migration 
and people smuggling 
gangs, officials said Monday.

The 609 arrests, 
compared to 352 in 
January 2024, were made 
at over 800 premises, a 
government statement 
said.
The government said 
Monday that nearly 19,000 
failed asylum seekers, 
foreign criminals and other 
immigration offenders had 
been expelled from Britain 
since the last election.

US Senator Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts, attends a protest rally against US President Donald 
Trump and Elon Musk’s anticipated plan to close the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau in front of the 
CFPB headquarters in Washington, DC, on Monday. PHOTO: AFP

US to block 
efforts to 
undermine AI
Says Vice President Vance, 
warns Europeans that heavy 
regulation could kill AI

REUTERS, Paris

Hostile adversaries have weaponised artificial intelligence 
to surveil and censor people, but the United States will 
block those efforts to undermine AI and will close off ways 
for them from obtaining capabilities to threaten people, 
US Vice President JD Vance said yesterday.

Vance, speaking at the AI summit in Paris, did not 
specify which countries he was alluding to.

He warned Europeans that what he called their 
excessive regulation of artificial intelligence could 
strangle the technology, and rejected content moderation 
as “authoritarian censorship.”

Vance, forthright in setting out the Trump 
administration’s America First agenda, said the United 
States intended to remain the dominant force in AI.

“We believe that excessive regulation of the AI sector 

could kill a transformative industry,” Vance told an AI 
summit in Paris.

“We feel very strongly that AI must remain free from 
ideological bias and that American AI will not be co-opted 
into a tool for authoritarian censorship,” he added.

Vance said that navigating Europe’s online privacy 
rules, known by the acronym GDPR, meant endless legal 
compliance costs for smaller firms.

The technology world has closely watched whether 
the Trump administration would ease recent antitrust 
enforcement that had seen the US sue or investigate the 
industry’s biggest players.

While Vance said the US would champion American AI 
-- which big players develop -- he said, “Our laws will keep 
Big Tech, little tech, and all other developers on a level 
playing field.” He added that the world should be sceptical 
when incumbents call for safety regulations that could 
entrench their powerful status.

“We believe 
that 
excessive 

regulation of the 
AI sector could kill 
a transformative 
industry.”
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Yunus, Modi likely 
to hold talks in April
FROM PAGE 12

or states hold bilateral 
meetings in such regional 
forums, but these are 
decided on a bilateral basis, 
the source said.

If the meeting takes 
place, this will be the first 
bilateral meeting between 
Yunus and Modi.

There was a possibility 
of a bilateral meeting 
between the two leaders 
on the sidelines of the UN 
General Assembly in New 
York in September last 
year. However, that did not 
happen as Modi had left 
New York before Yunus 
arrived.

The bilateral relations 
between Dhaka and New 
Delhi remained strained 
after former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina fled to 
India on August 5 last year 
following a mass uprising.

“BIMSTEC is a regional 
platform, but it also 
provides the platform for 
the member countries’ 
leaders to engage 
bilaterally -- we very much 
appreciate this,” an official 
of BIMSTEC told this 
correspondent.

Such engagements can 
ease tensions between 
member countries, he said.

Despite political 
changes in Bangladesh, the 
interim government has 
assured all cooperation for 
the success of the regional 
grouping, said Indra 
Mani Pandey, secretary 
general of BIMSTEC, 
during an interaction 
with the Diplomatic 
C o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
Association, Bangladesh at 
the BIMSTEC Secretariat in 
the capital yesterday.

“Bangladesh’s current 
government has continued 
to cooperate with the 
BIMSTEC and assured of 
the same in the future too,” 
he said.

Yunus has repeatedly 
spoken of reviving the 
South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation 
(Saarc), which remained 
almost non-functional for 
almost a decade mainly 
because of India-Pakistan 
enmity.

Asked about it, 
Pandey said the regional 
organisations like 
BIMSTEC and Saarc are 
not contradictory to each 
other.

The BIMSTEC was 
formed in 1997 primarily 
to promote the prosperity 
of the region. It does not 
intervene in any domestic 
and political issues of the 
member countries, he 
said.

The heads of the 
governments or states 
of the Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 
countries -- Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 
Thailand -- are scheduled 
to attend the summit.

The summit was due to 
take place in September 
last year but was postponed 
until a new administration 
was formed.

Several agreements 
including maritime 
transport cooperation 
may be signed during 
the summit, according to 
Pandey.

The maritime transport 
agreement would include 
every aspect of maritime 
connectivity among 
the BIMSTEC member 
countries.

He agreed that the 
progress of BIMSTEC has 
not been at the pace that is 
needed. 

“I believe BIMSTEC has a 
bright future. All members 
are committed to making 
BIMSTEC a success story.” 


