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corruption?
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efforts to 
undermine AI: 
Vance
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Dhaka airport 
still not fog-
ready
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Women demanding reinstatement of their appointments as assistant teachers of government primary schools 
demonstrate at Shahbagh intersection for the second day yesterday. Police used teargas, water cannons, and stun 
grenades to clear the road in the afternoon. PHOTO PRABIR DAS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Despite scoring lower in Transparency 
International’s Corruption Perceptions 
Index, Bangladesh has moved four 
notches up since the situation worsened 
in other countries as well.

It scored 23 out of 100 in CPI 2024, 
one point lower than the previous year 
and the lowest in 13 years, indicating that 
corruption remains a significant concern.

With this score, the country ranked 
151st among 180 countries. In 2023, it 
ranked 149th. Since 2012, Bangladesh’s 
score fluctuated between 25 and 28, but 
in 2023, it declined to 24.

According to the CPI 2024 released 
yesterday, Bangladesh was 14th from the 
bottom, second lowest in South Asia, and 
fifth lowest in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Only Afghanistan is behind Bangladesh 
in South Asia.

The fall in Bangladesh’s score proves that 
while the previous authoritarian regime 
talked about fighting corruption, in reality, 
it fostered, supported, and even participated 
in corruption, observed Transparency 
International Bangladesh (TIB).

“The performance is extremely 

disappointing,” Dr Iftekharuzzaman, 
executive director of TIB, said at a press 
conference marking the publication of 
CPI 2024.

Bangladesh is among 122 countries 
with lower scores than the global average 
of 43. The country is also among 101 
nations classified as having a “very serious 
corruption problem”, Iftekharuzzaman 
said.
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Bangladesh ranks 
14th from bottom 
Moves 4 notches up but scores lowest in 13yrs
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SECOND EDITION

KILLINGS DURING JULY UPRISING

ICT verdicts against 
Hasina, others likely 

by October
Says law adviser; 1,214 politically motivated 
and ghost cases to be withdrawn in a week

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Verdicts in three to four cases, pending 
with the International Criminal Tribunal 
over the killings during the July uprising, 
are expected by October, said Law Adviser 
Prof Asif Nazrul.

The accused in the cases include 
deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina, 
top Awami League leaders, several police 
and admin officials, the adviser told a press 
conference at the Secretariat yesterday.

He also expressed doubts over India complying to Bangladesh’s 
request to extradite Hasina.

Nazrul stated that given India’s current stance, it appears that the 
country will try to reject the request on various pretexts.

He mentioned that India has been asked to return Hasina under 
the extradition treaty between the two countries.

Responding to a question on the issue, he said, “Our law [the 
International Crimes Tribunal Act] has a provision for the trial of 
fugitives. Even in cases of murder, such provisions exist. We are 
making every effort to bring her back.”

Nazrul stated that over 300 complaints have been lodged with the 
ICT. Of those, 16 cases have been filed formally after the prosecution 
team scrutinised the complaints. Investigations into four cases are 
expected to be completed this month. After that, the trial process will 
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PREPARING FOR ELECTION

EC targets Dec 
to get all its 
tasks done 

Jamaat, Nagorik 
committee want 
election after 
reforms   

Work for updating voter 
list is in full swing

EC is changing 
policies for 
international, 
domestic observers

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

There is no hard and fast decision on when the next election will be 
held, but the Election Commission is making preparations to hold it in 
December.

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus earlier said the election could 
be held either at the end of this year or in the first half of next year, 
depending on the reforms that political parties agree upon.

The work on updating the voter list is in full swing, and the authorities 
are amending the law to redraw the boundaries of electoral constituencies.

The tasks of registering new political parties and setting rules for 
international and domestic observers and journalists during polls will be 
done on time, he said.

EC officials say they, however, are aware that the situation may change 
after the government and political parties discuss and decide what 
reforms to make before the election.

Holding the election in 
December will be a practical 
move because Ramadan, 
Higher Secondary Certificate 
exams, and monsoon will 
make it harder to conduct 
polls between February and 
June, EC officials say.

Election Commissioner 
Brig Gen (Retd) Abul Fazal 
Sanaullah yesterday said, 
“We are making preparations 
assuming that the election will 
be held in December. We have 
no alternative plan.” 

He said this after meeting 
envoys and representatives 
from the UNDP and 18 
countries, including the EU, 
the USA, the UK, Japan, China, and South Korea.

A top EC official, requesting anonymity, said, “If we make preparations 
to hold the election in June [2025], and then [the government] decides to 
hold it in December, many tasks may remain incomplete.” 
DEBATE OVER POLLS DATE
Major political parties, including the BNP and its allies, want the national 
election with the bare minimum reforms. They believe it is possible to 
hold the next polls by the middle of this year.

The Jamaat-e-Islami favours national polls after all the necessary 
reforms are made.

The Jatiya Nagorik Committee also prefers national polls after the 
reforms recommended by reform commissions are made.

Besides, the BNP is against local government polls before the national 
election while the Nagarik Committee wants the opposite.

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir said on Monday 
that the government informed his party that it was working to hold the 
national election by December.

Fakhrul reiterated that the BNP would not agree to holding local 
government polls before the national election.

There are discussions about whether the national and local government 
elections can be held together, he said.

The EC says that the national and local government elections can’t 
be held simultaneously. Past experience shows that conducting all local 
government elections takes about a year, he said.

Regarding this, EC Sanaullah yesterday said the national election 
was the EC’s priority. However, if the government decides to hold local 
government elections first, the EC will implement that decision. 
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NATIONAL POLLS

BNP to keep 
pressing govt 
for roadmap
Set to start holding 
rallies across the 
country from today
MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA and 
MD SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Despite government assurance of 
polls by December, the BNP would be 
pushing for prompt announcement 
of the election roadmap as it believes 
a quarter is out to delay the polls.

To ensure that the government 
keeps its word and holds the polls by 
December, the party would be on the 
street demanding the roadmap. 

The BNP begins holding rallies in 
its 67 organisational districts from 
today and it would be making the 
demand from there as well. 

The party would also urge its 
activists to remain vigilant amid the 
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