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Mahmudur 
Rahman 
acquitted
BSS, Dhaka

A court yesterday acquitted 
daily Amar Desh editor 
Mahmudur Rahman in a 
case lodged for attempting 
to abduct and murder 
the son of ousted prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, 
Sajeeb Wazed Joy in the US 
in 2015. 

Dhaka 4th Additional 
Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge Tarique Aziz 
pronounced the judgment, 
allowing an appeal of 
Mahmudur Rahman 
against his conviction and 
sentence in the case.

 The appellant was 
present during the 
pronouncement. 

A Dhaka court on 
September 29, 2024, sent 
Mahmudur Rahman to jail 
as he surrendered before 
the court and pleaded for 
bail in the case. He was 
granted bail on October 3, 
2024.

He filed the appeal 
against his conviction and 
sentence on December 12, 
2024, and the court, on 
January 23, after holding a 
hearing on the matter had 
set yesterday for judgment.

The court of Dhaka 
Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Asaduzzaman Nur on 
August 17, 2023, convicted 
and sentenced five 
people including veteran 
journalist Shafik Rehman 
and Mahmudur Rahman to 
seven years imprisonment.

Mahmudur was tried in 
absentia.

Police on August 3, 
2015, filed the case with 
Paltan Police Station and 
on February 19, 2018, filed 
a charge sheet against the 
five.

A total of 12 witnesses 
including Joy testified in 
the case.
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Cops shut down stall
FROM PAGE 3

has been at the centre of 
discussion since Sunday 
when multiple posts on 
social media called for the 
demolition of a book stall 
at the Amar Ekushey Book 
Fair, alleging that it was 
promoting atheism.

Shahbagh Police Station 
Inspector (operations) 
Delwar Hossain told The 
Daily Star that they took a 
person into their custody.

He did not disclose the 
person’s identity, saying 
that further details would 
be provided later.

Prof Mohammad Azam, 
director general of Bangla 
Academy, confirmed that 
the police closed down the 
bookstall in the evening to 
maintain law and order.

He said a meeting of 
the book fair organising 
committee under the Bangla 
Academy was ongoing 
regarding the incident.

“After hearing about the 
incident, we spoke with the 
law enforcement agencies. 
A Bangla Academy 
taskforce is working on the 
matter. Action will be taken 

based on its observations,” 
he added.

Meanwhile, leftist student 
organisations, including 
Bangladesh Chhatra Union 
and Biplobi Chhatra Maitri, 
brought a procession from 
the Bangla Academy stall 
to the Sabyasachi stall 
protesting its closure.

At a brief rally in front 
of the stall, they called for 
security for the stall and 
demanded its reopening by 
Tuesday.

They said, closing 
book stalls is equivalent 
to hindering freedom of 
speech or expression.

Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus has 
strongly condemned the 
recent mob attack on the 
bookstall, calling it an 
affront to the rights of 
Bangladeshi citizens and 
the country’s laws.  In a 
statement, he denounced 
the violence, emphasising 
that it goes against the 
open-minded spirit of the 
book fair, which honours 
the language martyrs of 
February 21, 1952, according 
to the CA’s press wing.

HABIGANJ HILLS

Illegal sand mining 
wreaking havoc

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Illegal sand extraction from hilly 
areas in at least 10 unions under 
Chunarughat upazila of Habiganj 
has been causing severe damage 
to the local environment and 
infrastructure. 

Locals claimed several groups 
of sand traders are engaged in 
a competition to extract sand 
and soil illegally by razing hills 
in different areas within the 
upazila, including Gadhachhara 
of Kalinagar union and areas 
near Panchhari Eco Resort and 
Lalchand Tea Garden in Shankhola 
union. 

Despite ongoing administrative 
efforts, these activities continue 
unchecked, they said.

The sand lifters are not 
only damaging hills but also 
encroaching on local forests and 
waterbodies, deploying excavators 
in almost every location to mine 
sand. 

Nazrul Islam, chairman of 
Shankhola Union Parishad, said 
illegal sand extraction is severely 
damaging roads and bridges, and 
the issue has been reported to the 
authorities concerned. 

He said locals are largely 
unable to protest, as influential 
individuals are involved in the 
illegal trade.

Tofazzal Sohel, general 
secretary of Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon’s Habiganj unit, called 
for strict measures to prevent this 
illegal activity.

According to local authorities, 
whenever a drive is conducted in 
an area, the sand lifters somehow 
receive prior information and shift 
their activities elsewhere. 

Seizing sand-lifting equipment 
during these drives has had 
little impact on stopping the 
illicit activities. Although some 
individuals have been arrested, 
they were later released on bail and 
soon resumed sand extraction.

Around 20 to 25 excavators 
operate in different areas, each 
with a team of 20 to 25 men 
engaged in sand extraction. Dump 
trucks are then used to transport 
the sand to other locations. Over 
a hundred truckloads of sand are 
mined and transported from the 
area daily, with at least 15 to 25 
truckloads coming from Lalchand 
Tea Garden alone. 

Mofazzal Hossain, manager of 
Lalchand Tea Garden, said their 
guards have been instructed to be 
more vigilant against sand lifters. 

Chunarughat Upazila Assistant 
Commissioner (Land) Mahbub 
Alam attributed the crisis to 
the remoteness of the area and 
a shortage of manpower in law 
enforcement. Mohammad Robin 
Mia, upazila nirbahi officer of 
Chunarughat, said mobile courts 
are regularly conducted against 
sand extraction, with fines and 
jail terms imposed on those found 
guilty. SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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CID collects 
evidence from 
Dhanmondi 32
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Crime Scene Unit of 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department collected 
evidence from Dhanmondi 
32 yesterday morning. 

A 10-member CID team 
reached the site around 
8:00am and left the area 
around 10:00am after 
inspection. 

A team from Dhanmondi 
Police Station was deployed 
to assist them.

Md Selim, an inspector 
of the CID team, told 
reporters on the spot, “We 
are collecting all types of 
evidence available there. 
After analysing those, we 
will be able to say about the 
evidence.”

Ali Ahmed Masud, 
officer-in-charge of the 
police station, said the 
evidence collected by the 
CID team includes a piece 
of bone, a dress, and a pair 
of shoes.

On Sunday, fire service 
officials drained water from 
the basement of a building 
adjacent to the demolished 
residence of Bangabandhu, 
addressing speculation 
about the existence of 
secret detention centres, 
commonly referred to as 
Aynaghar.

They confirmed that the 
space was intended for an 
elevator in the basement.

People visiting the site 
yesterday said they found a 
piece of bone from the area. 

The protest and 
subsequent demolition 
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Govt working to 
clean 4 major rivers 
Says Rizwana Hasan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The govern-ment has 
initiated a working plan 
to clean the polluted 
waters of four major rivers 
-- Buriganga, Turag, Balu 
and Shitalakkhya -- that 
surround the capital, said Environment Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan yesterday. 

“We are taking steps to clean the rivers and hope 
to implement the initiative based on the availability 
of resources,” she said while addressing a dialogue 
at the CIRDAP auditorium as the chief guest.

The discussion, titled “Reforming Waste 
Management and Ensuring the Right to a Healthy 
Environment”, was organised by Bangladesh Legal 
Aid and Services Trust.
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