
CITY  
JOY MURDER PLOT

Mahmudur 
Rahman 
acquitted
BSS, Dhaka

A court yesterday acquitted 
daily Amar Desh editor 
Mahmudur Rahman in a 
case lodged for attempting 
to abduct and murder 
the son of ousted prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, 
Sajeeb Wazed Joy in the US 
in 2015. 

Dhaka 4th Additional 
Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge Tarique Aziz 
pronounced the judgment, 
allowing an appeal of 
Mahmudur Rahman 
against his conviction and 
sentence in the case.

 The appellant was 
present during the 
pronouncement. 

A Dhaka court on 
September 29, 2024, sent 
Mahmudur Rahman to jail 
as he surrendered before 
the court and pleaded for 
bail in the case. He was 
granted bail on October 3, 
2024.

He filed the appeal 
against his conviction and 
sentence on December 12, 
2024, and the court, on 
January 23, after holding a 
hearing on the matter had 
set yesterday for judgment.

The court of Dhaka 
Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Asaduzzaman Nur on 
August 17, 2023, convicted 
and sentenced five 
people including veteran 
journalist Shafik Rehman 
and Mahmudur Rahman to 
seven years imprisonment.

Mahmudur was tried in 
absentia.

Police on August 3, 
2015, filed the case with 
Paltan Police Station and 
on February 19, 2018, filed 
a charge sheet against the 
five.

A total of 12 witnesses 
including Joy testified in 
the case.

ABRAR MURDER

HC resumes 
hearing 
of death 
references
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
resumed hearing on the 
death references and appeals 
in the murder case of Buet 
student Abrar Fahad.

The HC bench of Justice 
AKM Asaduzzaman 
and Justice Syed Enayet 
Hossain began the hearing 
with Attorney General Md 
Asaduzzaman, Deputy 
Attorney Generals Md 
Jashim Sarker and KM 
Rumi reading out from 
case documents.

The bench is likely to 
continue hearing on the 
matter today, Assistant 
Attorney General AM 
Jamiul Hoque Faisal told 
The Daily Star. 

On October 7, 2019, 
Abrar, a second-year 
student of Bangladesh 
University of Engineering 
and Technology (Buet), was 
beaten to death by a group 
of Chhatra League activists 
in a dormitory.

A Dhaka court on 
December 8, 2021, 
sentenced 20 Buet students 
to death for their direct 
involvement in the murder.

The court also sentenced 
five other students to life 
imprisonment in the case. 
The documents of the case 
reached the HC on January 
6, 2022, as death reference 
to examine the lower court’s 
verdict. The HC bench began 
the hearing on the case on 
November 28 last year.
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Couple killed, 
three injured 
in Ctg fire
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A man and his wife were killed and three others 
were injured in a fire incident at Jafar Colony 
in Baluar Dighir Par area of Chattogram city 
yesterday morning.

The deceased were Md Ilias, 55, and his wife 
Parvin Akter, 48, said Abdul Mannan, deputy 
assistant director of Fire Service and Civil Defence, 
Chattogram.

The blaze originated in a semi-pucca house in 
the colony around 6:40am, he said, adding the 
cause could not be ascertained immediately.

On information, four firefighting units rushed 
to the spot and managed to douse the blaze 
around 8:30am, Mannan also said.

Firefighters rescued five people from the house 
and sent them to CMCH, the official added.

Contacted, Dr Rafique Uddin Ahmed, head of 
Burn and Plastic Surgery Unit at CMCH, said two 
of the burn victims were brought dead while three 
others were being treated.

HABIGANJ HILLS

Illegal sand mining 
wreaking havoc

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Illegal sand extraction from hilly 
areas in at least 10 unions under 
Chunarughat upazila of Habiganj 
has been causing severe damage 
to the local environment and 
infrastructure. 

Locals claimed several groups 
of sand traders are engaged in 
a competition to extract sand 
and soil illegally by razing hills 
in different areas within the 
upazila, including Gadhachhara 
of Kalinagar union and areas 
near Panchhari Eco Resort and 
Lalchand Tea Garden in Shankhola 
union. 

Despite ongoing administrative 
efforts, these activities continue 
unchecked, they said.

The sand lifters are not 
only damaging hills but also 
encroaching on local forests and 
waterbodies, deploying excavators 
in almost every location to mine 
sand. 

Nazrul Islam, chairman of 
Shankhola Union Parishad, said 
illegal sand extraction is severely 
damaging roads and bridges, and 
the issue has been reported to the 
authorities concerned. 

He said locals are largely 
unable to protest, as influential 
individuals are involved in the 
illegal trade.

Tofazzal Sohel, general 
secretary of Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon’s Habiganj unit, called 
for strict measures to prevent this 
illegal activity.

According to local authorities, 
whenever a drive is conducted in 
an area, the sand lifters somehow 
receive prior information and shift 
their activities elsewhere. 

Seizing sand-lifting equipment 
during these drives has had 
little impact on stopping the 
illicit activities. Although some 
individuals have been arrested, 
they were later released on bail and 
soon resumed sand extraction.

Around 20 to 25 excavators 
operate in different areas, each 
with a team of 20 to 25 men 
engaged in sand extraction. Dump 
trucks are then used to transport 
the sand to other locations. Over 
a hundred truckloads of sand are 
mined and transported from the 
area daily, with at least 15 to 25 
truckloads coming from Lalchand 
Tea Garden alone. 

Mofazzal Hossain, manager of 
Lalchand Tea Garden, said their 
guards have been instructed to be 
more vigilant against sand lifters. 

Chunarughat Upazila Assistant 
Commissioner (Land) Mahbub 
Alam attributed the crisis to 
the remoteness of the area and 
a shortage of manpower in law 
enforcement. Mohammad Robin 
Mia, upazila nirbahi officer of 
Chunarughat, said mobile courts 
are regularly conducted against 
sand extraction, with fines and 
jail terms imposed on those found 
guilty.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Police have arrested a madrasa teacher on the 
charge of raping a 12-year-old male student in 
Aditmari upazila of Lalmonirhat.

The arrestee, Atiqul Hasan Sumon, 24, was held 
from Miftahul Ulum Madrasa on Sunday night 
after the incident, and the victim’s father later 
filed a case with Aditmari Police Station in this 
connection, said Ali Akbar, officer-in-charge of 
the station.

According to police, madrasa teachers and 
students, Atiqul called the 12-year-old resident 
student of the madrasa to his room on Sunday 
night, promising to help him with his studies. 

After he started assaulting the victim, other 
teachers and students rushed to the spot hearing 
his screams and caught Atiqul red-handed, before 
handing him over to police.

Atiqul was produced before the Judicial 
Magistrate’s Court, and the court ordered to send 
him to jail yesterday noon, said OC Ali Akbar.

The madrasa student’s medical examination 
was conducted yesterday, he added.

Madrasa teacher 
arrested for 
raping student
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