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Ensure six-month paid maternity
FROM PAGE 3

“11-Point Demands, 
Including 6-Month 
Maternity Leave, Sexual 
Harassment Policy, and 
Trade Union Rights,” 
organised by the Outraged 
Women Community at the 
capital’s Shahbagh, in front 
of the National Museum.

Speakers noted that a 
new labour law ordinance 
is being drafted, with 
recommendations from 
the Labour Commission, 
Women’s Commission, 
and Tripartite Consultative 
Committee (TCC). 

They stressed the 
importance of addressing 
inconsistencies in existing 
laws and prioritising 
women’s rights in 
labour regulations while 
implementing necessary 
revisions to safeguard the 
rights.

They highlighted that 
despite long-standing 
demands, six months of 
maternity leave is yet to be 

ensured. Given the physical 
challenges women face 
in labour-intensive and 
professional sectors, they 
called for special care and 
urgent action.

The speakers also urged 
the proper implementation 
of sexual harassment 
prevention policies 
and grievance cells in 
workplaces and called for 
the inclusion of women 
experts, beyond factory and 
employer representatives, in 
investigation committees.

Additionally, they urged 
the rewriting of Section 
332 to replace “woman” 
(mohila) with “female” (nari) 
in all relevant sections.

They also called for 
ensuring the national 
minimum wage and legal 
recognition for all men 
and women workers, both 
formal and informal.

The demands also 
include relaxing conditions 
for forming trade unions 
and safeguarding freedom 

of expression.
They also called for 

establishing effective day-
care facilities at workplaces 
and affordable canteens and 
laundries in communities, 
recognising women as 
agricultural and fisheries 
workers, and enacting laws 
to protect domestic workers 
and prevent harassment of 
sexual minorities.

Furthermore, the 
speakers demanded 
implementing measures 
to safeguard migrant 
women workers and provide 
necessary training for their 
labour market participation, 
while ensuring fair 
treatment for all workers. 

The rally was attended 
by Seema Das Simu, 
president of Outraged 
Women Community, 
along with Rowshan Ara of 
Naripokkho, BILS Director 
Kohinoor Mahmud, and 
Labour Commission 
member Tasleema Akhter, 
among others.

Govt working to clean four major 
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Rizwana acknowledged 
that a river cleanup 
is a time-consuming 
process but stressed the 
importance of persistence.

“Saving the Buriganga 
from pollution is making 
the impossible possible, as 
the oxygen level in its water 
is less than zero,” she said.

She highlighted 
the presence of heavy 
metals like chromium, 
antibiotics, and 2-3 metres 
of polythene deposits at 
the riverbed.

“We are in talks with the 
Asian Development Bank 
and other development 
partners to save these 
rivers,” she added.

Stressing the need 
for improved waste 
management at 
municipal and union 
levels, Rizwana said, “We 
have already initiated 
the removal of 4,500 
outdated buses to curb air 
pollution. Decentralising 
governance and delegating 
waste management 
responsibilities to local 
governments is crucial.”

Air Commodore Md 
Mahbubur Rahman 
Talukder, chief waste 
management officer of 
DSCC, noted that the city 
corporation has introduced 
a “health card” initiative 
for sanitation workers. He 
underscored that without 
adequate financial and 

human resources, poor 
waste management would 
pose greater health risks.

Speakers at the dialogue 
emphasised the need to 
ensure the professional 
safety and protection 
of waste management 
workers. They called for 
collaborative efforts to turn 
waste into resources and 
comprehensive measures 
to prevent illegal land and 
river encroachment using 
solid waste.

Lessons from union-
level waste management 
initiatives could provide 
solutions to existing 
challenges, they said.

Additionally, they 
stressed the importance 
of awareness campaigns, 
housing facilities for 
sanitation workers, and 
employment opportunities 
through coordinated 
government and private 
sector efforts.

Participants also 
recommended converting 
abandoned land into 
agricultural fields 
through proper waste 
disposal, reviving dying 
rivers affected by liquid 
waste, and incorporating 
community service into 
the legal system as part of 
probation measures.

The event was presided 
over by BLAST honorary 
executive director Sara 
Hossain.

Panellists included 

Ishrat Shabnam, country 
director of Practical Action 
Bangladesh; S Hasanul 
Banna, senior lawyer at 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association; Ayub 
Karam Ali, chairman 
of Bridge Academy and 
Mohammad Sirajul 
Islam, senior academic 
coordinator at BRAC 
Institute of Governance and 
Development (BIGD). The 
dialogue was moderated 
by BLAST adviser Ahmed 
Ibrahim.

13 years on, justice
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“We want the identity of 
the killers to be disclosed 
through a fair investigation. 
We hope the incumbent 
government cracks the real 
mystery of this incident 
at least,” Roman told this 
newspaper.

We now see some 
glimmers of hope after the 
new investigating agency 
took charge of the probe. 
There is a time frame of 
six months to submit the 
report. How optimistic we 
are about getting justice 
will be understood from 
that report,” he said.

Sagar Sarowar was a 
news editor at Maasranga 
TV and his wife Meherun 
Runi was a senior reporter 
at ATN Bangla. They were 
killed in the early hours of 
February 11, 2012, at their 
rented flat in the capital’s 
West Rajabazar.

Their only child Mahir 
Sarowar Megh, only five 
at the time, was in the 
apartment.

After the killings, eight 
suspects -- Kamrul Islam 
alias Arun, Abu Sayeed, 
Rafiqul Islam, Bakul Miah, 
Masum Mintu, Palash 
Rudra Paul, Anamul Haque 
alias Humayun Kabir and 
Tanveer Rahman Khan -- 
were arrested. Tanveer and 
Palash are now out of jail, 
while the others are behind 
bars.
THE CASE

After the case was filed, 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police 
Station was tasked with 
the investigation, which 
was handed over to the 
Detective Branch (DB) of 
police three days later on 
February 16, 2012. The DB 
conducted an investigation 
till April 18 that year.

The case was 
transferred to Rab in April 

2012. The force conducted 
the probe till November 3 
last year.

The next day [November 
4 last year], PIB took over 
the charge of investigation 
into the case following 
a High Court order. On 
October 23 last year, a 
four-member task force 
was formed to investigate 
the case where the chief 
of the Police Bureau of 
Investigation (PBI) was 
made the convener.

The task force has 
been asked to submit 
its report to the High 
Court within six months 
after completing the 
investigation.

After taking the 
investigation charge, the 
PBI appealed to a Dhaka 
court to interrogate Maj 
Gen (sacked) Ziaul Ahsan, 
former Additional Deputy 
Inspector General (DIG) of 
police Mashiur Rahman 
and accused Humayun 
Kabir in connection with 
the case between January 
8 and February 10 this year. 
The court granted their 
applications.

Contacted, Investigation 
Officer Azizul Haque, 
an additional SP of PBI, 
said yesterday, “As the 
investigation is ongoing, 
we cannot disclose any 
progress at this moment.”

However, wishing not 
to be named, a PBI official 
told The Daily Star they 
had interrogated over 50 
people in connection with 
the case.

On January 27 this 
year, the court set March 
2 for submitting the probe 
report.

                                                Today, 
Dhaka Reporters Unity will 
organise a protest rally 
on its premises, seeking 
justice.

Canada to help return laundered money
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“We are working hard to 
eliminate corruption, as 
it exists everywhere,” he 
told the Canadian minister 
who arrived in Bangladesh 
yesterday on a two-day visit.

According to 
Transparency International 
Bangladesh, US $12–15 
billion has been siphoned 
out of the country annually 
over the last 15 years.

During the meeting, 
Hussen reaffirmed 
Canada’s support for 
Bangladesh’s interim 
government and reform 
efforts. They also discussed 
the upcoming general 
election and the Rohingya 
refugee crisis.

Hussen emphasised 
Canada’s support for 
democratic reforms, 
human rights, and fair 
elections.

He also urged signing 
the Foreign Investment 
Promotion and Protection 
Agreement (FIPA) to boost 

trade and investment 
between the two countries. 

In response, Prof Yunus 
invited Canada to relocate 
manufacturing factories to 
Bangladesh, leveraging its 
young workforce.

According to a 
statement of Canadian 
High Commission in 
Dhaka, bilateral trade 
between the two countries 
stood at $3.5 billion in 
2023, with potential for 
expansion in sectors like 
clean technology and 
aerospace.

Prof Yunus also 
requested faster visa 
processing for Bangladeshi 
students. Hussen clarified 
that visa cuts were not 
specific to Bangladesh and 
assured that legitimate 
students are always 
welcome.

During a separate 
meeting with Foreign 
Adviser Touhid Hossain, 
the Canadian minister 
discussed strengthening 

bilateral ties.
Touhid highlighted 

Bangladesh’s challenges in 
hosting over one million 
Rohingya refugees and 
urged Canada’s support for 

sustainable repatriation. 
Hussen reaffirmed 

Canada’s commitment to 
advocating for Rohingya 
repatriation in global 
forums.

Amend Article 116
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a code of conduct to 
prevent judicial corruption. 
Judges of all courts should 
disclose their property 
details every three years, 
with the information made 
publicly available online.  

The report also 
called for constitutional 
amendments to make the 
most senior judge of the 
Appellate Division the 
chief justice and to form a 
nine-member commission, 
led by the chief justice, for 
appointing Supreme Court 

judges. It recommended 
fixing the number of 
Appellate Division judges 
at seven, raising the 
retirement age of judges 
from 67 to 70, setting the 
minimum age for judges 
at 48, and increasing the 
number of judges in both 
higher and lower courts.  

Moreover, the 
commission proposed 
reducing the jurisdiction 
of mobile courts run by 
judicial magistrates to only 
impose financial penalties, 
not prison sentences.  

Police swoop on
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Witnesses said protesters 
began gathering at 
Shahbagh around 11:00am 
and staged demonstrations 
by noon. Around 2:00pm, 
police intervened with 
force, including baton 
charges and tear gas. 
Female officers were 
seen removing women 
protesters, but many 
continued their sit-in.

Police eventually cleared 
the road by 4:30pm, 
pushing demonstrators 
towards the National 
Museum, where they 
continued their protest as 
of filing this report.

“We had been protesting 
peacefully since midday 
when police suddenly 
attacked us,” said Mustafa 
Kamal, a protester from 
Narayanganj, claiming 
around 50 people were 
injured and several detained.

Four individuals, 
including two protesters, 
sought treatment at Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital.

“The government 
recommended our 
recruitment but then 
cancelled it. We belong 
in classrooms, not on 
the streets,” said another 
protester, urging authorities 
to overturn the verdict and 
finalise their appointments.

Shahbagh Traffic 
Assistant Commissioner 
Mehedi Hasan said police 
action caused protesters to 
split and gather on either 
side of the road, worsening 
traffic congestion.

Protesters claimed 
the recruitment process, 
conducted in three phases, 
had seen appointments 
made in the first two 
phases. However, no 
decision was taken for the 
third phase, affecting 6,531 
candidates included in the 

final merit list.
The High Court on 

February 6 scrapped 
the government’s 
decision to appoint 
these candidates, ruling 
that their recruitment 
was based on the now-
abolished 84 percent 
quota system. “We urge 
the authorities to resolve 
this issue immediately,” 
read a statement from the 
protesters.
MATS STUDENTS 

PROTEST FOR FOUR-

POINT DEMANDS

Meanwhile, students of 
Medical Assistant Training 
Schools (MATS) held a 
sit-in at the Jatiya Press 
Club yesterday to press for 
four demands, including 
recruitment to vacant 
10th-grade positions 
and creation of more job 
opportunities.

The protest, organised 
by the General MATS 
Student Unity Council, 
began at 6:00am and 
continued until 4:00pm.

Ahmad Ullah Mansur, a 
council coordinator, said, 
“We will wait 72 hours. After 
that, we will announce our 
next course of action.”

Other demands 
include abolishing the 
Health Professionals 
Board, forming a Medical 
Education Board, 
providing higher education 
opportunities aligned with 
the MATS curriculum, and 
renaming MATS to Medical 
Institute.

The health ministry 
issued a statement urging 
students to remain patient 
and focus on their studies.

Meanwhile, Delwar 
Hossain, inespector 
(operation) of Shahbagh 
Police Station said, 29 
protesters were detained 
from the spot. 
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CID collects evidence
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CID team includes a piece 
of bone, a dress, and a pair 
of shoes.

On Sunday, fire service 
officials drained water from 
the basement of a building 
adjacent to the demolished 
residence of Bangabandhu, 
addressing speculation 
about the existence of 
secret detention centres, 
commonly referred to as 
Aynaghar.

They confirmed that the 
space was intended for an 
elevator in the basement.

People visiting the site 
yesterday said they found a 
piece of bone from the area. 

The protest and 
subsequent demolition 

of the Dhanmondi-32 
building began following an 
announcement that ousted 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina would deliver a 
speech online on February 5.

Protesters had created 
a Facebook event titled 
“Bulldozer March,” calling 
for people to assemble at 
Dhanmondi-32 at 7:30pm 
that day. Large crowds 
gathered, and by 9:30pm, 
the building was set ablaze. 
Shortly before midnight, 
a crane and an excavator 
arrived at the scene. Over 
the next few hours, parts 
of the building were razed 
to the ground. By 11:00am 
the following day, the heavy 
equipment had left the site.

Participants at a press conference at BPGMEA conference room yesterday, ahead of the 17th International Plastic 
Fair-2025 which will be held at the International Convention City Bashundhara, Dhaka from February 12 to 15.
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