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‘We want 
to remain 
neutral’
Says CEC Nasir Uddin

BSS, Dhaka

Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) AMM 
Nasir Uddin yesterday 
said the commission does 
not intend to support or 
oppose any political party.

“We, in the commission, 
do not want to engage in 
politics. We do not want 
to stand for or against any 
political party,” he said, 
adding, “We want to remain 
neutral.”

He made these remarks 
while addressing the 
annual general meeting 
and prize distribution 
ceremony of the Reporters 
Forum for Election and 
Democracy (RFED) at 
Nirbachan Bhaban in the 
capital.

Nasir Uddin stated that 
political control over the 
Election Commission was 
the main reason behind 
criticism of its role.

“This is the biggest 
reason why the Election 
Commission has been 
subjected to political 
control. There may be 
hundreds of reasons, but 
I believe political control 
over the EC is the most 
significant factor,” he said.

The CEC reaffirmed the 
commission’s commitment 
to conducting free, fair, 
and credible elections.
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Mob torches house 
of double murder 
suspect in Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An enraged mob set fire to the house of a double 
murder suspect in Pirganj upazila of Rangpur 
yesterday morning, following his arrest for 
allegedly killing a woman and her 7-year-old 
daughter.

The attack took place around 11:45am in Boro 
Badnapara village.

The suspect, Atikul Islam, 35, had been arrested 
the previous day, according to police.

Eyewitnesses said locals gathered near Atikul’s 
house, demanding exemplary punishment for the 
double murder. At one point, the mob torched his 
tin-shed home, reducing three rooms to ashes.

Firefighters and police rushed to the scene but 
were unable to save the house.

Atikul, who lived alone, was in police custody 
at the time.

The investigation began on Friday when police 
recovered the headless body of an unidentified 
woman from a chilli field in Boro Badnapara village. 

The following day, authorities confirmed the 
victim was Delowara Begum, 30, and arrested 
Atikul in connection with the murder.

During interrogation, Atikul confessed and led 
police to the Karatoa River, where they unearthed 
Delowara’s severed head. He then admitted to 
murdering her daughter about a month and a half 
earlier, stuffing her body in a sack, and burying it 
behind his house.

Yesterday morning, police exhumed the child’s 
body.

Pirganj Police Station Officer-in-Charge M A 
Faruk said, “Following the suspect’s arrest, angry 
locals set fire to his house. The situation is now 
under control.”

“The bodies of both victims were sent to 
Rangpur Medical College Hospital for autopsy. We 
are continuing the investigation,” he added. 

USING FORESHORE AREAS

BIWTA locks horns with Ctg 
shipbreakers over clearance

SIFAYET ULLAH

Despite repeated notices from 
the Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Authority (BIWTA), 
shipbreakers in Chattogram 
continue to dismantle scrap 
ships and dredge sand without 
obtaining clearance, according to 
BIWTA officials.

This violation not only results 
in significant revenue loss for the 
government but also causes severe 
damage to coastal biodiversity.

Currently, Chattogram has 248 
registered shipbreaking yards, 
according to the Department 
of Inspection for Factories and 
Establishments. However, only 30 
to 40 of these yards are operational.

In 2020, the government 
declared the area stretching 
from the Feni Muhuri project to 
Rasmoni Ghat in Chattogram—
where all these yards are located 
-- as a river port. Since then, a 
dispute has been ongoing between 
shipbreakers and the BIWTA.

Previously, shipbreakers 
operated with permission from 
the Ministry of Industries. 
However, under the Port Rules of 
1966, no one can use foreshore 

areas within a river port without 
paying revenue to the government.

Following these regulations, the 
BIWTA has repeatedly sent notices 
urging shipbreaking yard owners 
to obtain licenses. However, most 
shipbreakers continue to use the 
foreshore and dredge sand without 
paying the required fees.

Only a single shipbreaking yard 
authority took permission from 
BIWTA for dredging sand and 
breaking ships last December.

Currently, BIWTA collects Tk 
144 per decimal of river port land 
used in Chattogram and Tk 0.46 
per cubic foot of sand as revenue.

Shipbreakers typically extract 
sand from the area in front of their 
yards to facilitate ship anchoring 
and maintain navigability.

Md Kamruzzaman, deputy 
director of BIWTA Chattogram, 
told The Daily Star, “Despite 
repeated requests, shipbreakers 
are not seeking permission. As a 
result, the government is losing 
a substantial amount of revenue. 
We have verbally informed higher 
authorities for further action.”

Contacted, Nazmul Hasan, 
secretary of the Bangladesh Ship 
Breakers and Recycling Association 
(BSBRA), said, “We are currently 

operating with permission from 17 
to 18 government agencies.

“We normally pay revenue 
to the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Office for using land on the 
seashore. If the government now 
requires us to obtain permission 
from BIWTA as well, we are willing 
to comply -- once a complete 
guideline is provided.”

He added that shipbreakers 
dredge sand from beaching zones 
at their own expense to facilitate 
operations.

“If BIWTA takes over sand 
extraction, we fear the process 
will slow down. In that case, we 
want the option to manage sand 
extraction ourselves,” he said.

Regarding allegations that 
some shipbreakers are engaging 
in sand trading under the guise 
of dredging, Nazmul said, “Our 
business is ship dismantling, not 
sand trading. These allegations 
are false.”

So far, the Sitakunda upazila 
administration has fined three 
shipbreaking yards -- OWW 
Shipbreaking Yard, SL Steel 
Shipbreaking Yard, and Mother 
Steel Limited -- for illegally 
extracting sand from the channel.

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

For the past ten years, the 
radiotherapy machine at 
Barishal Sher-e-Bangla Medical 
College Hospital (SBMCH) 
has been out of order, leaving 
thousands of cancer patients in 
the region without access to a 
critical part of their treatment. 

Without timely radiotherapy, 
many patients are forced to 
abandon their treatment or travel 
to Dhaka at an exorbitant cost -- 
both financially and physically.

Jewel Mahmud, a section 
officer in the Public Relations 
Department at Barishal 
University, is facing such an 
ordeal. His father was diagnosed 
with throat cancer and received 
chemotherapy at SBMCH. 

However, for radiotherapy, 
he had to travel to Dhaka, 
where long waiting times at 
public hospitals forced him to 
seek costly treatment at private 
facilities.

“In Dhaka, the waiting time 
for such therapy at public 
hospitals is around seven to 
eight months. Many patients, 
including my father, are forced 
to pay significantly more for 

private treatment,” Jewel said.
SBMCH offers facilities 

for chemotherapy, surgery, 
and other cancer treatments, 
but without a functioning 
radiotherapy machine, patients 
must go to Dhaka, where 
treatment costs can be 25 to 

30 times higher. Many cannot 
afford the expense and are left 
untreated, leading to a faster 
deterioration of their condition.

Radiotherapy is essential 
for nearly 60 percent of 
chemotherapy patients, and 
treatment should ideally 
start within a month after 
chemotherapy ends. 

According to SBMCH’s 

Radiation and Oncology 
Department, approximately 
1,000 cancer patients are 
found per million people. With 
a population of 9.3 million in 
Barishal division (as per the latest 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
data), the estimated number of 

cancer patients exceeds 9,000. 
However, in 2024, only 4,801 

patients received treatment at 
SBMCH.

Dr ANM Moinul Islam, 
head of the Clinical Oncology 
Department at SBMCH, 
said 1,860 patients received 
chemotherapy in 2024.

“Among the 11 districts on 
this side of the Padma river, 

SBMCH is the only hospital 
providing cancer treatment. 
With our lone radiotherapy 
machine out of order, patients 
are left with no choice but to go 
to Dhaka,” he said.

“Cancer treatment depends 
heavily on the stage of detection. 
Early-stage treatment can 
lead to a cure, while late-
stage cancer often results in 
inevitable death. Radiotherapy 
is a crucial part of treatment, 
yet most patients in this region 
cannot access it on time due to 
financial hardship. Many leave 
treatment incomplete, reducing 
their chances of survival,” Dr 
Moinul added.

SBMCH installed a Cobalt-60 
machine, costing Tk 10 crore, in 
2002 to provide radiotherapy 
to cancer patients. However, 
after 13 years of operation, the 
machine fell out of order in 
2015 and has remained non-
functional ever since. 

Brigadier General AKM 
Moshihul Munir, the hospital’s 
director, said, “Four hospitals, 
including SBMCH, are set to 
receive new Cobalt-60 machines 
for cancer treatment. We expect 
the new machine to arrive soon.”

RADIOTHERAPY AT BARISHAL HOSPITAL

Machine has remained 
nonfunctional for 10 years
Cancer patients forced to seek treatment in Dhaka at high cost

Looted relief 
blankets recovered 
from canal
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Relief blankets and sports equipment, previously 
stored at the residence of former AL lawmaker 
Kazi Kaniz Sultana Helen, were recovered from a 
canal in Jainkathi area of Patuakhali municipality, 
16 hours after it was looted.

Locals said following the fall of Hasina-
government on August 5, 2024, Kazi Kaniz 
Sultana Helen -- who served as the president 
of Patuakhali District Women’s Awami League 
and a reserved seat lawmaker from 2018-2023 
-- stored government-allocated blankets and 
cricket equipment at the house of her neighbour, 
Jahangir Hossain.

The items were kept in a room on the rooftop of 
Jahangir’s four-storey house from August 6, 2024 
until February 7, 2025.

Early on Saturday, Asif Iqbal Mahmud Onik 
alias Babu, member secretary of the Chhatra Dal 
unit at Patuakhali Government College, allegedly 
took the blankets forcefully from the house with 
support from his associates.

Jahangir said, “When Helen left the area 
on August 6, she forcefully left 7-8 sacks of 
government blankets and some sports equipment 
at my house. These were stored in an open room on 
the rooftop, but suddenly Babu and his associates 
took them away.”
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ICT issues 
arrest 
warrants 
against 7
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes 
Tribunal yesterday 
issued arrest warrants 
against seven persons 
over allegations of their 
involvement in crimes 
against humanity. 

A bench led by Justice 
Md Golam Mortuza 
Majumder passed the order 
after a petition was filed in 
this connection earlier in 
the day.

However, the 
prosecution did not 
disclose the names and 
identities of individuals 
against whom the arrest 
warrants were issued.

The ICT so far issued 
arrest warrants against 
115 individuals in 18 cases 
filed for crime against 
humanity, genocide and 
enforced disappearances. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Activists protest the recent attacks and harassment against female footballers in the country, at a programme at the capital’s Shahbagh 
yesterday. They demand an end to moral policing and the repression of women. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS


