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St Martin’s UP 
chairman held 
with yaba
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Members of Bangladesh Coast Guard arrested 
chairman of St Martin’s Union Parishad with 
12,274 yaba pills in Teknaf upazila of Cox’s Bazar 
early yesterday.

Chairman Mujibur Rahman, also president of 
the local Awami League unit, was held at his house 
around 4:00am, said Lieutenant Commander Md 
Siam-ul-Haq, media officer of Bangladesh Coast 
Guard Headquarters.

Mujibur is a resident of Westpara in Ward 5 of 
St Martin’s Island, he said.

On information that a large quantity of yaba 
pills was being stored at Mujibur’s house, Coast 
Guard conducted a raid at his house.

He was apprehended while trying to escape 
through the back door.

Lieutenant Commander Md Siam-ul-Haq said 
preparations were underway to hand over the 
accused to Teknaf Police Station.
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SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM, Narayanganj

Jakir Hossain, 56, from Sabdi village in Narayanganj’s 
Bandar upazila, transitioned from a vegetable 
retailer to a florist nearly two decades ago. Today, 
he is one of the district’s leading florists, cultivating 
flowers year-round on 270 decimals of land across 
Bandar and Sonargaon upazilas.  

According to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Bandar, flower farming has seen 
significant growth in recent years. Over 
150 farmers in the area are now 
cultivating marigold, gladiolus, 
tuberose, gerbera, cosmos, 
calendula, sunflower, dahlia, 
and chrysanthemum across 80 
hectares of land.  

Jakir said flower farming has 
transformed his fortune. This 
winter, he invested Tk 3 lakh 
to cultivate marigolds, dahlias, 
cosmos, gypsy, and sunflowers, 
expecting substantial profits. Most 
of his land is rented on an annual basis, 
allowing him to grow different varieties 
throughout the year to meet the constant 
demand for flowers during festivals and events.  

Inspired by the sector’s profitability, returnee 
expatriate Mofizul Islam began flower cultivation 
this year on 120 decimals of land. Using both 
owned and leased plots, he is targeting February’s 
high-demand occasions, including Pahela Falgun, 
Valentine’s Day, and International Mother Language 

Day.  
Floriculture has expanded significantly in villages 

such as Sabdi, Dighaldi, Madhabpasha, Kalabagh, 
and Nabinagar, located along the Brahmaputra 
River. Fields in Sabdi and Dighaldi are now covered 
with vibrant blooms, ready for harvest.  

Farmers sell flowers primarily in Dhaka’s 
Shahbagh wholesale market and smaller markets in 
Narayanganj. Some also sell directly from their fields.  

Rabeya Begum, another florist, said demand 
peaks during February’s festivals, but 

unexpected rains delayed winter 
cultivation, potentially affecting 

yields. Sudhir Chandra Das, who 
farms on 30 decimals of low-
lying land, said drainage efforts 
to remove excess rainwater also 
caused delays.  

Despite the growth of 
floriculture, challenges remain. 

Agricultural land in the district 
has reduced by 40 hectares over 

the past decade due to unplanned 
urbanisation.  
Faruk Ahmed, deputy assistant plant 

conservation officer at the DAE, said that 
floriculture has a 200-year history in the region, 
with most farmers relying on rented land. However, 
he warned that urban expansion threatens the 
availability of farmland.  

“We’re assisting farmers with cultivation, but 
preserving farmland requires action from the land 
ministry,” he said.  

Floriculture thrives 
in Narayanganj

A group of candidates selected for the post of assistant teachers in government primary schools formed a 
human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday, demanding immediate appointment. The High Court on 
Thursday scrapped the government’s decision to issue appointment letters to 6,531 candidates. The court 
ruled that their recruitment process was based on the 84 percent quota system, which the Supreme Court had 
scrapped in July last year. PHOTO: STAR

HC releases full 
verdict of 8 cases 
against Khaleda
BSS, Dhaka

The full text of the High Court 
verdict scrapping the proceedings 
of eight cases filed against BNP 
Chairperson and former prime 
minister Khaleda Zia has been 
published on the Supreme Court 
website.

On October 30 last year, a HC 
bench of Justice AKM Asaduzzaman and Justice Syed 
Enayet Hossain granted the rule (absolute) and delivered 
the verdict scrapping the cases.

Senior lawyer Zainul Abedin, Barrister AM Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon, Barrister Kaiser Kamal and Advocate 
Gazi Kamrul Islam Sajal appeared for Khaleda Zia while 
Deputy Attorney General Md Jasim Sarkar and Russell 
Ahmed stood for the state.

The cases were filed in 2015 with Darus Salam and 
Jatrabari police stations. Later, charge sheets were filed in 
these cases.


