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‘We need to 
be patient’
Says Kremlin on 
Trump and possible 
Ukraine talks; 3 killed 
in Russian strikes
AGENCIES

The Kremlin said yesterday 
there had been a lot of 
inaccurate reports on US 
plans for ending the Ukraine 
war and called for patience 
as speculation swirled 
around the timing of a 
possible meeting between 
presidents Vladimir Putin 
and Donald Trump.

At a briefing with 
reporters, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
was asked about a report 
that Trump’s envoy for 
Russia and Ukraine, Keith 
Kellogg, was seeking to 
arrange a truce even before 
talks on a peace settlement.

“We have nothing to 
add yet. There are a lot of 
statements and reports on 
this topic that are refuted, 
changed, recognised as 
hoaxes or something else 
the next day,” Peskov said.

“There is nothing 
substantive on this account 
yet; we just need to be 
patient.”

Trump and Putin have 
both said they are keen 
to meet in person. The 
agenda, if such a meeting 
takes place, is expected to 
focus on Trump’s stated 
aim to bring a swift end to 
the three-year-old conflict, 
reports Reuters.

“Russia is open to 
negotiations. In any case, 
a settlement should come 
as a result of negotiations,” 
Peskov said.

Meanwhile, Russian 
strikes on the Ukrainian 
border region of Sumy 
overnight killed three 
people who were pulled 
from the rubble of a two-
storey residential building, 
prosecutors said yesterday.

Six Chinese 
balloons 
detected 
near Taiwan
AFP, Taipei

Taiwan detected six 
Chinese balloons off 
the island, the defence 
ministry said yesterday, 
as Beijing maintains 
military pressure 
to push its claim of 
sovereignty.

The six balloons were 
spotted in the 24 hours 
to 6:00 am yesterday 
(2200 GMT Thursday), 
the ministry said, giving 
one of its highest daily 
tallies of the devices.

Along with the 
balloons, nine Chinese 
military aircraft, six 
warships and two official 
ships were detected near 
Taiwan over the same 
period.

SEISMIC ACTIVITY

Greece declares 
state of emergency 
on Santorini
REUTERS, Santorini

Greek authorities are monitoring increased 
seismic activity on the island of Santorini, Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said yesterday, 
urging the public to remain calm and follow the 
advice of the civil protection service.

Greece has declared a state of emergency on 
Santorini as hundreds of earthquakes have rattled 
the popular tourist island over the past week, 
prompting the evacuation of more than 10,000 
residents and workers.

Authorities have warned of a high landslide risk 
on parts of the island and have shut schools, sent 
rescuers and advised residents to avoid indoor 
gatherings and ports. Army, fire service and police 
units have been deployed preemptively.

Some of the measures have been extended to 
islands of Amorgos, Ios and Anafi. “I want to assure 
the residents of Santorini and the neighbouring 
islands, which are being tested these days, that the 
state mechanism is on their side,” Mitsotakis said.

A National Guard officer on a pickup truck stands guard during a check on vehicles heading to the United 
States at the Mexican side of the San Ysidro crossing port in Tijuana, Baja California state, Mexico, on 
Thursday. PHOTO: AFP

China blames US ‘sabotage’ 
after Panama exits BRI

REUTERS, Beijing

China is opposed to US “smearing 
and sabotage” of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) in Panama through 
“pressure and coercion”, its foreign 
ministry said yesterday, after the 
South American nation decided to 
exit the programme. 

At a regular press briefing, 
a ministry spokesperson, Lin 
Jian, said China deeply regretted 
Panama’s decision. 

“We hope that Panama will make 
the right decision based on the 
overall situation of bilateral relations 
and the long-term interests of the 
two peoples, and eliminate external 
interference,” he added. 

Panama has formally presented 
a document to exit the Belt and 
Road Initiative, President Jose 
Raul Mulino said on Thursday, 
after meeting US Secretary of State 

Marco Rubio this month, but denied 
that the United States had sought 
the move.

More than 20 Latin American 
nations are among the more than 
150 countries that have participated 
in the Belt and Road Initiative, with 
results benefited their people, Lin 
said.

China introduced the Belt and 
Road Initiative in 2013.

In November 2017, Panama 
became the first Latin American 
country to officially join, five 

months after switching diplomatic 
ties to China from Taiwan, the 
democratically governed island 
Beijing claims as its territory.

US President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly said Panama has ceded 
control of the canal to China, an 
accusation both nations deny. 

The BRI is a massive infrastructure 
project that is a central pillar of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s bid to 
expand his country’s clout overseas.

Western critics accuse China of 
using the BRI to enmesh developing 
nations in unsustainable debt to 
exert diplomatic leverage over them 
or even seize their assets.

Beijing yesterday insisted that 
it “supports Panama’s sovereignty 
over the canal”. “The US side’s 
attacks and interference in relevant 
cooperation once again expose 
its hegemonic nature,” the foreign 
ministry said.


