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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

There has been no bridge over the Moharashi 
River in Sherpur’s Jhenaigati upazila for 
more than 50 years, despite repeated 
requests from locals. 

Thousands of residents from at least 15 
villages have long demanded a concrete 
bridge to ease their daily struggles, but their 
appeals have gone unanswered.

Over the years, political leaders have 
made promises during both local and 
national elections to build the bridge, yet 
these pledges have remained unfulfilled. 

Without a proper crossing, villagers, 
including many students, rely on a bamboo 
bridge, which is especially difficult to use 
during the monsoon season.

People from villages such as Dakabor, 
Ramerkura, Nunkhola, Shalchura, Bonokali, 
Moriumnagar, Bharua, Jarultola, and 
Kusaikura face significant challenges due 
to the lack of a bridge. Although the upazila 
headquarters is only a few kilometres away, 

villagers are forced to take a much longer 
route, increasing both travel time and 
expenses.

Md Altaf Hossain, a farmer from 
Nunkhola village, said the lack of a proper 
bridge makes it risky to move goods, 
especially during heavy rains.

Md Shamsul Arefin, a social worker from 
Shalchura village, said the area is frequently 
hit by flash floods, making it essential to 
build a well-planned concrete bridge. 

He blamed the decades-long negligence 

of public representatives for the ongoing 
suffering of the villagers.

Farmers struggle to get fair prices for 
their produce because they cannot easily 
transport goods to local markets. As a 
result, middlemen take the largest share 
of the profits, forcing many farmers to sell 
their produce at home at lower prices, said 
Rahim Mia, a farmer from Dakabor village.

Mohammad Rukunuzzaman, chairman 
of Nalkura Union Parishad, said locals 
have been demanding a bridge since the 
Liberation War, but their demand has been 
ignored. 

He said around 1,000 students use the 
bridge daily, putting themselves at serious 
risk during the rainy season.

Contacted, Shuvo Basak, upazila engineer 
of the Local Government Engineering 
Department, said a proposal for a concrete 
bridge was submitted under the “Sherpur 
Projects” six months ago. 

If approved, construction will begin, he 
added.

Over 50 years without a bridge

Gobinda and his companion cycle through the foggy winter morning towards Khulna city where they will sell fish. Every day, 
the two collect local fish from various villages and travel to the city to sell those. The photo was taken from the Bypass Road 
in the Beel Pabla area recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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uphold the respect for the 
law, human rights, and 
democracy, and stressed 
that all activities must be 
conducted in accordance 
with due legal procedure.

In a separate statement, 
the Jatiya Samajtantrik 
Dal condemned the string 
of violence. It accused the 
government of providing 
direct support to extremist 
groups, who, “under the 
protection of the military 
and law enforcement 
agencies, used bulldozers, 
excavators, and heavy 
machinery to destroy 
buildings”. 

These included the 
Bangabandhu Memorial 
Museum, along with 
murals, statues, and other 
symbols of the Liberation 
War.

Additionally, General 
Secretary of the 
Revolutionary Workers 
Party Saiful Haque said 
such violence could 
pave the way for the 
Awami League’s political 
rehabilitation.

He accused Sheikh 
Hasina of using her 
statement to incite further 
unrest, adding that she has 
done so with the support of 
India’s Modi government 
and the BJP. 

He also said while the 
judicial process for the 
genocide committed under 
Sheikh Hasina’s leadership 

was gaining momentum, 
her statement appeared 
both arrogant and 
provocative.

Yesterday, the Left 
Democratic Alliance held 
an emergency meeting, 
attended by leaders of 
Bangladesh Samajtantrik 
Dal (Basad), Basad 
(Marxist), Communist 
Party of Bangladesh, 
Ganatantrik Biplobi Party, 
and others.

In a joint statement, they 
criticised the provocative 
actions of the authoritarian 
and fascist forces led by 
Sheikh Hasina and the 
Awami League, who, they 
said, were inciting unrest 
from abroad.

They condemned the 
incidents of vandalism 
and the use of bulldozers 
to destroy significant 
historical sites such as 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 
Dhanmondi 32 residence 
and noted the interim 
government’s inaction, 
terming it a failure to 
maintain law and order. 

“People wished 
for reforms to get a 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n - f r e e 
country after the 2024 
uprising. While efforts 
are being made to move 
towards reforms and 
an acceptable election 
to transfer power, such 
activities are becoming 
obstacles,” the statement 
said.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Detective Branch of police yesterday 
rescued 11 endangered capped langurs 
and arrested three members of a wildlife 
trafficking ring in the capital’s Jatrabari.

The arrestees are Emran Hossain, 28, 
Sohag, 39, and Asif, 23.

Acting on a tip-off, a team 
of DB’s Wari division 
conducted a raid 
in the Matuail 
area at 8:50am, 
and arrested the 
three, said Talebur 
Rahman, deputy 
c o m m i s s i o n e r 
(media) of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police.

The arrestees admitted 
to collecting the langurs from the hilly 
regions of Chattogram and attempted to 
smuggle them out of the country via the 
Satkhira border, the DC said.

Following their arrest, the accused were 
presented before a mobile court.

The executive magistrate sentenced 
Emran to jail for three months and fined 
him Tk 20,000. Sohag was jailed for 21 
days and Asif for 15 days.

The rescued langurs have been handed 
over to the Forest Department, police said.

11 capped langurs 
rescued; 3 held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The renovation work of the Bhatibari-
Moghalhat road in Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila has remained incomplete 
for three and a half years, 
causing immense suffering 
to thousands of people in 
the area. 

Despite the road widening 
project being scheduled 
for completion by February 
2023, only 30 to 35 percent of 
the work has been done so far. 

Commuters, particularly 
pedestrians, continue to face difficulties 
as they struggle to reach their 

destinations using the unfinished road.
Locals said the half-done road has 

deprived them of essential transport 
facilities. 

The eight-kilometre-long 
road at Moghalhat union was 

supposed to be widened 
from 12 feet to 18 feet under 
the “Cyclone Amphan 
and Flood Damaged Road 
Rehabilitation Project” 

initiated by the Local 
Government Engineering 

Department in 2021. 
Contractors Belal Construction 

and Hamid Traders were awarded 

Three years on, road 
remains unfinished
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not spoil the fruits of the 
uprising. It’s better for the 
country not to follow the 
path that the enemies want 
to show you.”

“May the trauma 

inflicted by Hasina not 
cast a shadow on you. We 
will build a new society 
and state. It’s a long road, 
but our nation has no 
other option,” the post 
read.


