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DELHI ASSEMBLY POLLS

Nearly 60pc
voter turnout

recorded

Exit polls show BJP ahead
of AAP in terms of total

number of seats

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Nearly 60 percent turnout was recorded
yesterday in the high-stakes assembly
elections in Delhi, where the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) led by Arvind Kejriwal
is eyeing a third straight term in power
in a triangular contest against the main

challengers, BJP and Congress.

An estimated 1.56 million people were
eligible to exercise their franchise to decide
fate of 699 candidates spread across 70
constituencies. The counting of votes is

scheduled for Saturday.

Two separate exit polls showed BJP
ahead of AAP in terms of the total number

of seats. While ABP-Matrize exit poll

projects BJP to get 39-45 seats against
AAP’s tally of 32 to 37, the JVC exit poll
gives 39-45 seats to BJP and 22-31 to AAP.

USAID places

global stafl
on leave

AFP, Washington

The US government’s giant humanitarian
agency USAID on Tuesday announced it
was placing its staff in the United States
and around the world on administrative
leave as it moved to recall employees from

overseas postings.

The agency said in a statement on its
website -- which reappeared Tuesday after
going dark over the weekend -- that the staff
leave will begin shortly before midnight on
February 7. The administrative leave will
hit “all USAID direct hire personnel... with
the exception of designated personnel
responsible for mission-critical functions,
core leadership and specially designated

programs.”

together’: Trump

REUTERS, Washington

on should be settled, or at least we should

Council,

Unesco.

based on

US President Donald Trump criticised the
United Nations on Tuesday as “not being well
run,” although he said it has potential,

while he stopped US engagement
with the UN Human Rights
extended a halt to
funding for the Palestinian relief
agency UNRWA and ordered a
review of the UN cultural agency

“I’'s got great potential and
the potential
continue to go along with it, but
they got to get their act together,” Trump
told reporters. “It’s not being well run, to be
honest and they’re not doing the job.”

“A lot of these conflicts that we’re working

have some help in settling them. We never
seem (o get help. That should be the primary
purpose of the United Nations,” Trump said.
The UN pushed back against
Trump’s remarks. UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres “has
worked tirelessly to implement
many reforms .. (o increase
efficiency and innovation,” UN
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric
said.
“US support for the United
Nations has saved countless lives
and advanced global security,”
Dujarric  said. “The Secretary-General
looks forward to continuing his productive
relationship with President Trump ..in
today’s turbulent world.”
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Ukrainian firefighters attempt to extinguish a fire in a building following a Russian drone strike in Kharkiv, Ukraine, yesterday.
The Kremlin yesterday dismissed Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky saying he was ready for direct talks with his
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin as “empty words”.

UN has to ‘get its act

PHOTO: AFP

GOVT DEVICES
Australia bans
DeepSeek Al

programine
AFP, Sydney

Australia  has  banned
DeepSeek from all

government devices on the
advice of security agencies,
a top official said yesterday,
citing privacy and malware
risks posed by China’s
breakout Al program.

“This is an action
the government has
taken on the advice of
security agencies.... We
don’t want (o expose
government systems (O
these applications,” said
government cyber security
envoy Andrew Charlton.

M23, Rwanda troops
launch fresh east DR

Congo oflensive

The M23 and Rwandan forces yesterday launched
a new offensive in eastern Democratic Republic
of Congo, seizing a mining town in South Kivu
province, as they resumed their advance towards the

Just days after capturing the strategic city of
Goma in neighbouring North Kivu, the M23 armed
group had declared a unilateral humanitarian
“ceasefire” to take effect from Tuesday.

The anti-government group announced at the
same time it also had “no intention of taking control

But intense clashes broke out at dawn on
Wednesday between the M23 with its Rwandan
allies and Congolese armed forces, security and
humanitarian sources told AFP.

The M23 fighters and Rwandan forces seized the

Hasina must be brought

FROM PAGE 12
If justice is not done, the
murderers and abductors will
be further emboldened, he
said.

Rahman has
concerns  over  whether
the continued emphasis
on reforms is being used
as a pretext o delay
the establishment of a
democratically elected
government that reflects the
people’s will.

“We notice that some
people are prolonging
all kinds of processes by
harping on reforms. Today,
we have to see whether this
is a conspiracy. If this process
is prolonged on the plea
of reforms, the country’s
problems will multiply.”

The people’s government

raised

must be established to
address  various  existing
problems like commodity

price spiral, unemployment,
poor education system and
poor law and order situation
— in line with the public’s

expectation.
“The sooner we can
establish a people’s

government, the sooner we
will be able to lead Bangladesh
on the path to prosperity.
Our movement will continue
until that democracy is
established,” he said.

Over at another event in
Dhaka, BNP senior leader
Salahuddin Ahmed said the
Awami League can no longer
participate in politics under
its existing name as the people
of Bangladesh have rejected
its “fascist” rule through the
mass uprising in July last year,
reports UNB.

“We want (o make it
clear that the people of
Bangladesh have rejected the
fascist politics of the Awami
League through the uprising
of students and the masses,
driving them out of the
country -- we are now raising
the demand that the Awami
League can no longer do
politics in Bangladesh in the
name of Awami League.”

Salahuddin’s  comments
came yesterday at an event
styled “National Unity and
Current Reality” organised by
Anchalik Sampadak Parishad
at the Jatiya Press Club.

The judicial process should

determine whether the AL
should be allowed to engage in
politics in Bangladesh or not.

“On the one hand, you want
o ban the Awami League. Yet,
on the other hand, you won’t
prosecute them, and further,
you use the police to obstruct
their political programmes.
These are contradictions -
and it is not right.”

The BNP supports the
government’s decision not
to allow the AL to carry out
political activities on the
streets.

“But how long will you
stop them on the streets using
the police? You say you don’t
want the Awami League in
the election and that the party
should not be allowed to do
politics, but what steps are
you taking? Are you taking
any legal action against them?
No.”

Under Article 47 of the
Constitution, the government
can prosecute the AL as a
political ~organisation and
initiate legal proceedings
against it for mass killings
and crimes against humanity,

Salahuddin said.
Accordingly, the country’s
people and the BNP

demanded an amendment
to the International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) Act.

“This  government had
taken steps to amend the
ordinance and law, but
suddenly, at a meeting of
the advisory council, it was
decided that this cannot be
done. Why?”

The government can
promulgate an ordinance if
necessary for the trial of the
AL.

Some suggest that the
ICT may give an observation
regarding the Al’s politics
during the trial proceedings
against the party leaders.

“That would be a very
weak  observation.  Even
then, you will have to issue
an administrative order and
make laws based on that
observation. But you can take
that step now through an
ordinance.”

The BNP leader said he
unsure whether the judicial
reform commission formed
by the government will make
any recommendations in this
regard.

CHROME ELECTRO
PLATERS

Golden Chemicals Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai
offer from Ready Stock Best Quality
of Chromic Acid Flakes having CrO 3

99.8% at competitive prices.

For your Requirement of
Chromic Acid Flakes, please email Contact:

» GOLDEN
CHEMICALS
fes PVT.LTD.

Mr. Uday J. Desai, Manager - Marketing
Mobile No. +91 9820893961
Email Id: sales@goldenchemicals.in
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