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Fuel lifting and distribution from 
the depots in Rajshahi and Rangpur 
divisions have come to a complete halt 
as fuel pump owners and workers went 
on a strike yesterday morning.

The Bangladesh Petroleum Dealers, 
Distributors, Agents, and Petrol Pump 
Owners’ Association’s Rajshahi unit 
called the strike starting from 8:00am 
yesterday, protesting an eviction drive 
conducted by the Roads and Highways 
Department without prior notice.

In a statement, the association’s 
president Md Mizanur Rahman Ratan 
and general secretary Md Abdul Jalil 
condemned the RHD’s eviction drive as 
“unjust and unreasonable”, and urged 
fuel pump owners in Rajshahi and 
Rangpur divisions to suspend operations.

Abdul Jalil also alleged that the RHD 
in Bogura excavated drainage channels 
in front of Hamim Filling Station and 
Anika Filling Station in Adamdighi, 
causing damage to the pumps.

The strike led to disruption of vehicular 
movement across 16 districts, including 
eight under the Rangpur division.

Motorcyclists, in particular, 
struggled as petrol and octane became 
largely unavailable, with many stations 

remaining shut down completely since 
morning.

Arman Hossain, a motorcyclist in 
Dinajpur, said, “I have been searching for 
petrol since morning, but every pump 
is closed in Dinajpur. This is a major 
problem for daily commuters like me. If I 
don’t get fuel soon, I will have to leave my 
bike and rely on public transport.”

Similarly, in Rangpur, Bhupen Roy, 
a fuel-run three-wheeler driver, said, 
“Many of us depend on daily earnings 
from our vehicles. If the pumps remain 
shut, how will we survive?”

He urged authorities to resolve the 
issue immediately.

According to reports, RHD in 
Naogaon conducted an eviction drive 
on both sides of 59km Naogaon-
Joypurhat road between February 2 
and 4 without any prior notice, causing 
widespread concern and dissatisfaction 
among the fuel pump owners.

Contacted, Md Hamidul Haque, 
executive engineer of RHD in Naogaon, 
however, said the eviction drive was 
carried out by RHD in Bogura.

Authorities from both the Naogaon 
and Bogura RHD claimed that the 
eviction was part of a regular drive and 
was conducted in accordance with a prior 
public notice published in newspapers.

Strike halts fuel supply 
in Rajshahi, Rangpur
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Forced to 
resign, school 
principal 
suffers stroke
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

Shanwar Mohammad 
Rezaul Karim, principal of 
Shahjahanpur High School 
in Habiganj’s Madhabpur 
upazila, suffered a stroke 
on Tuesday while allegedly 
being forced to resign.

According to reports, 
a group of youths entered 
his office that morning, 
accusing him of embezzling 
funds from 2020 to 2024. 

As they pressured him 
to sign a resignation letter, 
he lost consciousness and 
collapsed. A video of the 
incident has since gone 
viral on social media.

He was rushed to a 
hospital and remains under 
treatment, said family.

Following the incident, 
the Upazila Secondary 
Teachers and Employees 
Association held a meeting 
yesterday, demanding 
authorities identify 
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Rowers race towards the finish line in a thrilling boat competition held as part of the Youth Festival 2024. Teams 
from various places in and around Khulna participated, while thousands of spectators gathered to witness the 
event. The photo was taken on the Rupsha River in Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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The High Court yesterday scrapped the trial court 
judgement and acquitted all the 47 accused in the 
case filed over the attack on a train carrying the then 
opposition leader, Sheikh Hasina, in Ishwardi 30 years 
ago.

The trial court had earlier sentenced nine people to 
death, 25 to life imprisonment, and 13 accused to 10 
years’ jail sentence in the case.

The HC also asked the jail authorities to immediately 
release the accused from prison.

The HC bench of Justice Muhammad Mahbub Ul 
Islam and Justice Md Hamidur Rahman delivered the 
verdict after holding hearing on the death references 
(trial court documents for confirmation of death 

ATTACK ON HASINA’S TRAIN

HC acquits all 
47 accused
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BISWA IJTEMA

2nd session of first 
phase ends with 
Akheri Munajat
STAR REPORT

The second session of the first phase of Biswa Ijtema 
concluded yesterday through “Akheri Munajat” 
seeking blessings for peace and prosperity of the 
Muslim Ummah.

The final prayer was conducted by Maulana Zubair 
Ahmed, the top leader of Shura-e-Nezam, Bangladesh.

The prayer began at 12:10pm and ended around 
12:25pm.

Around 3,050 devotees from 76 countries 
participated in the first phase of the six-day Ijtema.

Its first session ended on February 2 and the second 
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Many individuals facing arrest warrants from the 
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) are outside 
Bangladesh, prompting authorities to seek Interpol’s 
assistance in issuing red notices, said Home Adviser 
Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury yesterday.

He made the remarks after visiting the River 
Police Headquarters in Dhaka.

“The tribunal has issued arrest warrants, and 
we are apprehending those within the country. 
However, many key accused are abroad,” he said.

“Warrants have been issued; we are making efforts 
to bring them back… as we have an extradition treaty 

with our neighbouring country,” he said.
Inspector General of Police Baharul 

Alam, present during the visit, said, 
“We have requested Interpol to issue 
red notices for some suspects in ICT 
cases. The process is ongoing, and 
once issued, the host country’s police 

will be morally obligated to act.”
On frequent road blockades 

disrupting public life, the home adviser 
expressed frustration, urging protesters to 

use proper channels.
“The media should highlight these disruptions. 

When authorities take action, accusations arise 
that police are reverting to past practices,” he said.

Jahangir Alam noted that law enforcement is 
undergoing reforms for a more humane approach. 
“Police are more accountable than they were 15 
years ago. Training programs are being revised 
to improve citizen interactions, though systemic 
changes take time,” he said.

During his visit, he acknowledged the River 
Police’s manpower shortages and lack of necessary 
vessels despite its formation in 2013.

“Bangladesh is a riverine country, making 
the River Police’s role crucial. However, resource 
constraints limit their effectiveness,” he said, 
stressing the need for stronger measures against 
rising crimes on waterways.

ICT CASE ACCUSED

Requested Interpol 
to issue red notices 
Says home adviser


